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Here comes the 
Crane again 


Spitfires held 
at home 


Tt 


Saints and 25 


years of the 
Premier League 


SOUTHAMPTON AWAY TRAVEL 

Taking Saints fans away for the past 7 seasons! 

Entertainment & 4G Wifi on Board. Free Food & Drink. 

*Some coaches will now have reclining seats, extra leg room and power points* 

Travel in comfort by coach and arrive in style from Southampton to your designated Football away match venue. Arrive at least 90 minutes before kick-off. 

Pick-up points from Bournemouth, Ringwood, Marchwood, Totton, Hedge End, Botley, Soton Central, Red Jet I.O.W, Stadium, Fleming Park & Winchester, Fleet, Chieveley and Basingstoke 


HUDDERSFIELD V SAINTS I CRYSTAL PALACE V SAINTS I STOKE V SAINTS I BRIGHTON V SAINTS 

Sat 26th Aug - £29.95 pp I Sat 16th Sept - £19.95 pp I Sat 30th Sept - £26.95 pp I Sat 28th Oct - £18.95 pp 

(Free Food & Drink) I (Free Food & Drink) I (Free Food & Drink) I (Free Food & Drink) 


For more details on how to purchase your ticket, contact: 07801867365 (Nick) 07961030850 (Alex) * WWW.SOUthamptonawaytravel.CO.llk 
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Saints 
boss: we 
have to 
improve 

MAURICIO Pellegrino 
admitted his frustration 
that Saints couldn’t turn 
their total dominance into 
an opening day victory 
against Swansea. 

Saints hit the bar and 
spurned countless good 
chances as a goalless draw 
heralded a club record six 
league matches in a row 
without scoring at home - 
some 545 minutes in total 
taking into account the 
barren run at the back end 
of last season. 

Pellegrino did get Saints 
playing in a more positive 
manner, but the issues 
with goalscoring clearly 
have yet to be resolved. 

He said: “This is football, 
it is something that we 
have to keep going and 
we have to improve, but 
parallel we play a game 
that we thought we had to 
play. 

“We controlled the 
game, we controlled the 
opponent, especially in the 
second half. 

“We never concede any 
counter attack and I think 
we did a good performance 
but in football it is 
effectiveness and you have 
to put the ball inside (the 
net) and we couldn’t and 
we have to keep going.” 

For Pellegrino, the 
challenge remains just how 
to find goals in the team. 

“As a manager you can 
work in the way how to 
create chances, how to 
play in what areas in the 
corridor in front of the 
defenders and behind 
them,” he reflected. 

“The game, the 
association, between our 
full back and winger and 
striker, the connection 
between them, but it is 
really difficult to work. 

You can do finishing every 
single day for example, but 
it doesn’t have much in the 
game.” 



Perllegrino. 




Oriol Romeu on the ball. 



MAURICIO Pellegrino’s first 
game in charge of Saints ended in 
frustration as his side were left to 
rue missed opportunities as they 
were held to an opening day goal¬ 
less draw by Swansea. 

It made it six games in a row 
without a goal for Saints at St 
Mary’s - a total of 545 minutes. 

Saints were applauded off the 
pitch after an attacking display 
which should have yielded a win 
against an average Swansea side 
but it underlined the issues facing 
Pellegrino this season. 

Saints got off to a flying start 
and came close to taking the lead 
after just two minutes. 

Ryan Bertrand whipped in a 
dangerous inswinging corner 
that was met at the near post by 
the darting run of Manolo Gab- 
biadini, who got just ahead of 
Leroy Fer. 

Gabbiadini’s glanced header 
from six yards out clipped the top 
of the bar and went over. 

If that was unfortunate then 
just two minutes later Saints 


TEAM NEWS 

MAURICIO Pellegrino’s 
first Premier League team 
selection as Saints boss 
contained no surprises. 

There was only one change 
to the team that Claude Puel 
named on the final day of 
last season. 

That was in attack where 
Manolo Gabbiadini started 
with Charlie Austin on the 
bench. 

New signing Mario 
Lemina was also on the 


were wasteful as they spurned a 
golden opportunity. 

Bertrand was heavily involved 
again with a great overlapping 
run down the left and a perfect 
cutback to Dusan Tadic in the six 
yard box. 

Tadic should have scored but 
put his first time side footed wide. 

Swansea had been on the back 
foot for ten minutes but had a 
great chance themselves as Jor¬ 
dan Ayew lifted in a cross from 
the right which found Tammy 
Abraham ahead of Jack Ste- 


bench, alongside the only 
other summer recruit Jan 
Bednarek. 

SAINTS: Forster, Cedric, Stephens, 
Yoshida, Bertrand, Romeu, Davis, Ward- 
Prowse, Tadic, Redmond, Gabbiadini. 

Subs: Taylor, Bednarek, McQueen, 
Lemina, Boufal, Long, Austin. 

SWANSEA: Fabianski, Naughton, 
Fernandez, Mawson, Olsson, Britton, 
Fer, Carroll, Routledge, Ayew, Abraham. 

Subs: Nordfeldt, Rangel, Bartley, 
Fulton, Roque Mesa, Narsingh, 
McBurnie. 


phens. 

He had virtually a free header 
from ten yards out but steered it 
just wide of the post. 

Nathan Redmond picked up 
Saints’ first booking of the season 
as he tried to prevent Lukasz Fa¬ 
bianski from clearing the ball out 
of his hands in the area. 

Saints were left frustrated 
again on 20 minutes as Redmond 
cut back from the left by-line to 
James Ward-Prowse in space 12 
yards out. 

He hit a first time shot that de¬ 


flected off of Alfie Mawson and 
over the bar. There were a few 
appeals for handball but referee 
Mike Jones wasn’t interested. 

Redmond had a go himself four 
minutes later but his effort from 
range flashed over the bar before 
Ward-Prowse measured an effort 
from 20 yards which Fabianski 
fielded diving to his left. 

Swansea made a clear shift in 
tactics midway through the first 
half. Having been fairly open, 
which suited Saints, they dropped 
very deep, getting ten men behind 
the ball and trying to make them¬ 
selves harder to pick apart. 

Oriol Romeu was booked for 
jumping into a header leading 
with his arm, which knocked over 
Tom Carroll, but it was a harsh 
one as it looked worse than it was. 

Saints started to pile the pres¬ 
sure on again and Maya Yoshida 
went close with an acrobatic half 
volley from eight yards out after 
Stephens had cushioned a header 
back towards his central defen¬ 
sive partner. 

That turned out to be the final 
opening of a half which Saints 
had dominated but couldn’t find a 
breakthrough, despite numerous 
chances. 

Swansea began the second half 
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Swansea City's Tammy Abraham and Jack Stephens. 


Dusan Tadic rampages forward. 


on the front foot and Saints were 
grateful to Cedric Soares for 
making a block from Abraham’s 
shot before Fer blasted a follow 
up across goal and wide. 

Gabbiadini responded at the 
other end as he tried to curl the 
ball into the far corner with his 
left foot but it went narrowly 
past the post. 

The Swans were making a bet¬ 
ter of fist of things in the second 
period. 

Saints were not really pressing 
Swansea’s persistent attempts to 
play out from the back and they 
were briefly growing in confi¬ 
dence as an attacking force with 
Abraham at the heart of it. 

Having already missed chanc¬ 
es in the game, Saints needed to 
find a way through before any 
element of frustration set in 
around St Mary’s. 

Swansea started to abandon 
their attacking policy and re¬ 
verted to sitting deep. Saints 
were dominating possession and 
getting a lot of the ball in and 
around the area but doing any¬ 
thing decisive with it was prov¬ 
ing tricky. 

Pellegrino made his first 


change on 69 minutes in an 
attempt to try and make some¬ 
thing happen with Charlie Aus¬ 
tin replacing Gabbiadini in at¬ 
tack. 

Saints won a series of corners 
and were desperately trying to 
make the breakthrough. 

Steven Davis tried a half vol¬ 
leyed shot from the edge of the 
area that was well struck but 
looped over via a deflection. 

Sofiane Boufal was introduced 
on 71 minutes coming on for 
Ward-Prowse. 

Swansea responded by bring¬ 
ing on Jay Fulton for Leon Brit¬ 
ton. It hardly seemed to be an 
attacking change which meant 
they were obviously going to 
be camping in aiming to keep a 
clean sheet for the remainder of 
the match. 

Saints did have time on the ball 
a little deeper and Tadic tried to 
make the most of it with a fear¬ 
some shot from 25 yards out that 
moved in the air before Fabian- 
ski dived to his right to turn it 
wide. 

They had a fantastic opening 
on 79 minutes as Davis crossed 
from the left, Romeu flicked the 


ball on to the far post and Yoshi- 
da had a free header just inside 
the six yard box at the far post 
but he put over the bar. 

Swansea made a second 
change with Kyle Bartley replac¬ 
ing Abraham. It was another de¬ 
fensive change which was booed 
by the travelling support. 

Another well worked move 
from Saints ended in frustration 
as Tadic side footed over. 

Saints were forced into a final 
substitution four minutes from 
time as Bertrand limped off 
injured to be replaced by Sam 
McQueen while Oli McBurnie 
came on for Wayne Routledge for 
Swansea. 

The fourth official held up the 
board to show three minutes of 
added time to a huge roar from 
the St Mary’s crowd desperate 
to see their side turn their domi¬ 
nance throughout the game into 
a deserved winning goal. 

Yoshida tried to deliver just 
that as he curled a 20 yard free 
kick around the outside of the 
wall but ruffled the net before 
Austin’s effort from a tight angle 
had the same end result as the 
game ended goalless. 



Saints boss Mauricio Pellegrino. 


Terriers tear 
into opener 

HUDDERSFIELD made a 
dream start to their first ever 
Premier League season with 
a convincing 3-0 victory over 
Crystal Palace at Selhurst 
Park. 

Widely dismissed as 
contenders for relegation 
before they had even kicked 
a ball, they produced a 
typically-energetic display 
to outclass their experienced 
hosts, earn three vital points 
and climb to first place. 

Their season may yet 
descend into a battle for 
survival, but after Joel 
Ward’s own goal, two fine 
finishes from club-record 
signing Steve Mounie gave 
David Wagner and his team 
significant reason to believe 
they may yet be capable of 
more. 

Palace fans started the 
season with renewed 
optimism amid Frank de 
Boer’s appointment as 
manager, but in his first 
competitive game they 
showed little to suggest they 
will have another struggle. 

After an unremarkable 
opening period, it was the 
visitors who first began 
to threaten. From Aaron 
Mooy’s 23rd-minute corner, 
Christopher Schindler 
flicked on possession towards 
Mathias Jorgensen, whose 
unconvincing cross was then 
poorly turned in by Ward 
beyond Wayne Hennessey to 
give Huddersfield the lead. 

The hosts’ confidence 
suffered, and it took only a 
further three minutes for 
them to concede a second. 

De Boer took advantage 
of the break to sacrifice 
Luka Milivojevic for Andros 
Townsend, but so flat had his 
team been that at 2-0 down 
that far from represented 
a risk. In the 79th minute, 
substitute Collin Quaner 
broke and squared to Mounie 
on the edge of the area, from 
where he classily finished 
inside the right post. 



York Christmas Fayre Reader Offer tl Newmarket 

A weekend ofyuletide cheer Holidays 


A weekend ofyuletide cheer 

2 days from £109.00,2 December 2017 

Visit York’s fabulously festive St Nicholas Fair on this not-to- 
be-missed Yuletide weekend. Bigger and better than ever, 
the Fair offers a magical mix of the finest crafts, gifts and 
food, festive fun and festive entertainment, all set in one of 
our best-loved cities. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• A visit to Leeds 

• A visit to York’s St Nicholas Fair 

• One night’s three-star standard bed and English breakfast 
hotel accommodation within one and a half hour’s drive 
of York 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 





Daily Echo 


call 0330 160 7751 [S§ 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsll558 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 


BABTA 

Travel with confidence 
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NON LEAGUE 



EASTLEIGH 2 DAG. & REDBRIDGE 2 


Unbeaten run goes 
on with home point 


Simon : . ~3L 

Walter -J 



BEN Williamson made it three 
goals in two games with a 
three-minute brace at the end 
of the first half - but Eastleigh 
had to settle for a point against 
Dagenham & Redbridge. 

It means the Spitfires’ un¬ 
beaten start to the season con¬ 
tinues against a Dagenham 
side that arrived at the Silver- 
lake Stadium with maximum 
points from its first two games. 

Ayo Obileye replaced the 
injured Reda Johnson in East¬ 
leigh’s only change to the team 
that beat Sutton United on 
Tuesday night, while Dagen¬ 
ham included ex-Eastleigh de¬ 
fender Bondz N’Gala in their 
line-up. 

The match was delayed by 
ten minutes while a trouble¬ 
some corner of the pitch was 
tended to. Once it got under¬ 
way, Williamson - the scorer 
of the only goal against Sutton 
- did not take long to make his 
presence felt, with a first-min¬ 
ute shot that was saved. 

At the other end, Eastleigh 
goalkeeper Graham Stack was 
soon needed to tip a deflected 
free-kick over the crossbar, 
after Danny Hollands was 
booked for his challenge on 
Morgan Ferrier. 

Michael Green fired narrow¬ 
ly wide before the visitors took 
a 13th-minute lead through Co¬ 
rey Whitely. 

The former Enfield favour¬ 
ite made the most of his one- 
on-one opportunity, and was 
denied the chance to break 
through by an Andrew Boyce 
challenge midway through the 
first half. 

Ferrier had a 37th-minute 
goal disallowed for offside, but 
it was Eastleigh who finished 
the first half the stronger of 
the two sides. 

Mark Yeates, another of 
Eastleigh’s new signings, saw 
his 41st-minute strike tipped 
over the bar. 

And in the 43rd minute, Wil¬ 
liamson equalised with his 
second goal in as many games 
for the Spitfires. 

Former AFC Bournemouth 
and Pompey star Danny Hol¬ 
lands showed his Football 


League class with a curled 
through ball and Williamson 
made no mistake. 

Then, in first-half injury 
time, Williamson put the Spit¬ 
fires ahead from the penalty 
spot. 

Obileye was brought down 
by substitute Kevin Lokko and 
Williamson slotted his and 
Eastleigh’s second into the bot¬ 
tom right corner. 

The second half began qui¬ 
etly. After his timely header 
prevented Whitely from being 
put through, Gavin Hoyte re¬ 
ceived treatment after a clash 
of heads with Oliver Hawkins 
on the hour, before soldiering 
on with a bandaged head. 

Stack turned an Okenabirhie 
shot aside as Dagenham went 
in search of an equaliser. 

Williamson won a free-kick 
but the delivery from Sam 
Togwell was not good enough 
to give him the chance to com¬ 
plete his hat-trick. 

Stack was called into action 
again in the 71st minute, when 
he tipped over from Andre 


Boucaud. 

Then Whitely scored his sec¬ 
ond of the afternoon, equalis¬ 
ing with a 74th-minute penalty. 

Chris Zebroski fired into the 
sidenetting, before Eastleigh 
won a flurry of corners during 
five minutes of injury time. 

A late save from Dagenham 
goalkeeper Mark Cousins, 
from Sam Wood’s deflected 
20-yarder, ensured a share of 
the points. 

Eastleigh: Graham Stack, Gavin 
Hoyte, Michael Green, Sam Togwell, 

Sam Wood, Paul McCallum (Chris 
Zebroski 30), Mark Yeates (Sam 
Matthews 80), Atyo Obileye, Danny 
Hollands, Andrew Boyce, Ben 
Williamson (James Constable 73). 

Subs not used: Craig McAllister, 
Cavaghn Miley 

Dagenham & Redbridge: Mark 
Cousins, Luke Pennell, Scott Doe (Kevin 
Lokko 36), Craig Robson, Oliver 
Hawkins (Michael Cheek 77), Morgan 
Ferrier, Fejiri Okenabirhie (Elliott Romain 
71), Bondz N’Gala, Andre Boucard, Sam 
Ling, Corey Whitely. 

Subs not used: Ben MacNamara, 

Jake Howells. 

Attendance: 1,614 


Rooney's 
goal in blue 

WAYNE Rooney’s first 
goal back in blue inspired 
boyhood club Everton to a 
narrow opening-weekend 
victory against Stoke. 

After 13 record-breaking 
years at Manchester 
United, the 31-year-old 
made the ideal mark 
on his Premier League 
homecoming. 

Rooney’s header late 
in the first half - his first 
competitive goal for the 
club in 4,869 days - broke 
the deadlock and set 
Ronald Koeman’s Everton 
on course for a 1-0 win 
against Stoke at Goodison 
Park. 

The forward’s name was 
cheered the loudest before 
a surprisingly lethargic 
first half got under way, 
with a lacklustre opening 
period eventually sparking 
into life in stoppage time. 

Fine build-up play 
resulted in Dominic 
Calvert-Lewin swinging in 
a cross that Rooney nodded 
past Stoke goalkeeper Jack 
Butland, sending the blue 
hordes wild on Merseyside. 




Spitfires' Sam Matthews. 


Help us to shape the future of 
your County Council services 

Have your say in balancing our budget 

With a £l40m shortfall in funding for Hampshire County 
Council services by 2019, tough decisions need to be made. 
Have your say through our public consultation about the 
different options for balancing the County Council’s budget 

Get involved at: www.hants.gov.uk 

or ask at your local library 


Hampshire 

® County Council 
















6 Saturday, August 12, 2017 


SPORTS PINK 


Nine-man 
champions' 
opening loss 

CHELSEA made a dismal 
start to their Premier League 
title defence as they fell to 
a 3-2 defeat by Burnley that 
featured red cards for Gary 
Cahill and Cesc Fabregas. 

Cahill was sent off by 
referee Craig Pawson after 
only 14 minutes when he 
ended Steven Defour’s run 
with a high tackle that was 
clumsy rather malicious. 

Even when a man down 
Antonio Conte could not have 
predicted the capitulation 
that followed as Burnley 
stormed 3-0 ahead through 
two goals from Sam Vokes 
and a terrific strike by 
Stephen Ward. 

Assisted by a woeful home 
defence, the underdogs were 
out of sight by half-time and 
although Chelsea dominated 
the second-half with 
£58 million striker Alvaro 
Morata on target, they had 
left themselves too much 
ground to claw back. 

Fabregas was given his 
marching orders after 
receiving two yellow cards 



Antonio Conte. 


but, despite being reduced 
to nine men, the champions 
added a second through 
David Luiz that at least 
highlighted a level of desire 
that was missing before the 
break. 

Former England captain 
Alan Shearer had said 
of Chelsea that there is 
“something brewing which 
isn’t nice” and their first- 
half implosion in a thrilling 
match would appear to give 
his view credibility. 

Conte is reported to be 
unsatisfied with the club’s 
transfer activity and his lack 
of say in the recruitment 
process, and on the evidence 
of his team’s early disarray 
at Stamford Bridge the 
problems extend on to the 
pitch. 

It began to unravel before 
the quarter-hour mark when 
Cahill was shown a straight 
red card for his lunge at 
Defour before Fabregas was 
booked for sarcastically 
clapping Pawson. 


CHERRIES 



Hegazi heads 


Echo 

reporter 


A FIRST-HALF header from de¬ 
fender Ahmed Hegazi condemned 
Cherries to a 1-0 defeat in their 
opening game of the Premier 
League season at West Bromwich 
Albion. 

Hagazi, signed by Albion on 
loan in the summer from Egyp¬ 
tian side A1 Ahly, popped up on 31 
minutes to score the only goal of 
the game and leave Eddie Howe’s 
side returning to the south coast 
empty handed. 

On what turned out to be a frus¬ 
trating afternoon for the Dorset 
club at the Hawthorns, defender 
Steve Cook was passed fit to start 
but striker Jermain Defoe could 
only take a place on Cherries’ 
bench. 

That meant Benik Afobe, who 
enjoyed a fruitful run in pre-sea- 
son with four goals in his previ¬ 
ous three games, earned a place 
in Howe’s starting XI. 

Summer signings Asmir Be- 
govic and Nathan Ake were also 
included. 

New Albion frontman Jay Rod¬ 
riguez, signed in the summer 
from Southampton, was named 
in the hosts’ line-up and he forced 
the first save of the contest on 
three minutes. 

Shifting the ball on to his right 
foot, he let fly with a strike that 
was comfortably saved by Bego- 
vic. 

Then, from the opposite flank 
four minutes later, Tony Pulis’s 
side had another opportunity to 
open the scoring. Rodriguez cut 
back for Matt Phillips, who blazed 
over the bar. 

That meant Benik Afobe, who 
enjoyed a fruitful run in pre-sea- 
son with four goals in his previ¬ 
ous three games, earned a place 
in Howe’s starting XI. 

Summer signings Asmir Be- 
govic and Nathan Ake were also 
included. 

New Albion frontman Jay Rod¬ 
riguez, signed in the summer 
from Southampton, was named 
in the hosts’ line-up and he forced 
the first save of the contest on 
three minutes. 

Shifting the ball on to his right 
foot, he let fly with a strike that 
was comfortably saved by Bego- 
vic. 

Then, from the opposite flank 
four minutes later, Tony Pulis’s 
side had another opportunity to 
open the scoring. Rodriguez cut 
back for Matt Phillips, who blazed 
over the bar. 

And on 31 minutes, the opener 
came for the Baggies through a 
set-piece. 

A free-kick from the right, 
swung in by Chris Brunt was 





met by defender Hegazi, who 
rose highest to head home on his 
league debut. 

Cherries then looked to rally. 
After Ryan Fraser was brought 
down in a dangerous area, the 
winger whipped in a devilish free- 
kick which flicked off home de¬ 
fender Craig Dawson, just inches 


wide of the near post. 

The home side continued to 
threaten from set-plays of their 
own however, and they almost 
made it 2-0 five minutes before 
the break. 

A corner played to the back 
post was fired back across goal 
by Claudio Yacob, with the slid¬ 


ing Brunt unable to get the final 
touch. 

At the other end, Joshua King 
then had an opportunity to get 
Cherries back on level terms. He 
raced down the right and saw his 
effort smothered by the onrush- 
ing Ben Foster. 

Jordon Ibe was then introduced 



















SPORTS PINK 


Saturday, August 12, 2017 


7 


CHERRIES _ 

off Cherries 



Klopp-we 
must sort 
set pieces 

Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp 
admits his side must work 
on defending set-pieces after 
they conceded a last-gasp 
equaliser at Watford. 

The Reds looked set to 
start their Premier League 
campaign with victory 
after club-record signing 
Mohamed Salah poked home, 
only for Miguel Britos to 
bundle in an injury-time 
effort to seal a 3-3 draw. 

Stefano Okaka opened 
the scoring as he headed in 
from a corner with just eight 
minutes gone and Abdoulaye 
Doucoure re-established the 
Hornets’ lead shortly after 
Sadio Mane had equalised. 

Liverpool rallied and 
Roberto Firmino levelled 
from the penalty spot after 
debutant Salah was fouled, 
with the Egypt international 
then edging the visitors 
ahead only for Britos to 
pounce from a late corner 
and give Marco Silva a 
positive first outing as 
Watford boss. 

After seeing his side ship 





fa- , 

# “• mi 







Salah and Firmino. 




in place of Marc Pugh after the 
break for Cherries as they looked 
to freshen things up. But it was Al¬ 
bion who threatened first, again 
from a set piece. Yacob headed 
into the side netting from a cor¬ 
ner whipped in at the near post. 

Defoe was brought on in place 
of Afobe just past the hour mark 


as Cherries pushed forward but, 
although they saw a lot of the 
ball, the visitors were failing to 
create any clear opportunities. 

Skipper Simon Francis was 
then forced off with a knock and 
replaced by Adam Smith with 10 
minutes to go. 

Cherries finally forced a save 


from Foster in the second period 
when Fraser’s free-kick was gath¬ 
ered by Ake but the effort was 
tame. 

Baggies: Foster; Nyom, Dawson, Hegazi, 
Brunt; Yacob; Phillips (Robson-Kanu, 72), 
Field (Flarper, 70), Livermore, McClean; 
Rodriguez (Rondon, 88). 

Unused subs: Myhill, Chadli, Leko, Wilson 


Cherries: Begovic; Francis (A Smith 80), 
Cook, Ake, Daniels; Pugh (Ibe, h-t), Arter, 
Surman, Fraser; King; Afobe (Defoe, 63). 

Unused Subs: Boruc (g/k), Gosling, 

Mings, Mousset. 

Bookings: Baggies - Yacob, Rodriguez, 
Robson-Kanu. Cherries - Arter 
Referee: Bobby Madley 
Attendance: 25,011 (including 2,489 away 
supporters) 


two goals from corners, 

Klopp said Liverpool will 
attempt to rectify the issue, 
even though he highlighted 
other problems he wants to 
address. 

“They didn’t create too 
much with the ball but of 
course they scored two goals 
and in a specific situation 
where everyone will say, ‘Oh, 
it was a set-piece’,” Klopp 
said. 

“We defended most of them 
really well, but at the end is 
it enough if we concede one 
goal? No. We have to work 
on it. 

“But for us different 
things are important, the 
physicality in the beginning 

- not ready for these things. 
That can happen on the first 
match-day.” 

Klopp was also unhappy 
that two of Watford’s goals - 
including Britos’ late leveller 

- could have been disallowed 
for offside. 

“We had our moments, then 
we conceded an offside goal. 
That’s really not fun.” 
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Monday’s 
Coxford - PM 

Shirley Warren Action Church, 
107-117 Warren Crescent, 

5.30 & 7.30pm. 

Catherine 07737 001413 
Lowford - PM 
Lowford Community Centre, 
Portsmouth Road, 

Bursledon, 5.30 & 7.30pm. 

Louise 07826 848981 
New Venue 
Regents Park 

Regents Park Community Centre, 

attached to Tanners Brook School, 

Elmes Drive. 5.30 & 7.30pm 

Tricia 07767 373471 

Romsey - PM 

The Abbey Hall, The Abbey, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Lynn 07971 354179 
Sholing - AM & PM 

St Andrews Methodist Church, 
South East Road, 

9.30 & 11.30am or 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Hayley 07772 351717 
Woolston - PM 

St Patricks Parish Centre, 
Porchester Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Vanessa 07746 533898 


/ 


Tuesday’s 
Bitterne - AM 

Catholic Church Hall, 
Commercial Street, 

9.30, 11.30am & 1.30pm 
Jo 07733 235039 
Bitterne - PM 
Catholic Church Hall, 
Commercial Street, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 

Jo 07733 235039 
Botley - AM 
Botley Centre, 

High Street, 

9.15 & 11.15am 
Viv 07899 736132 
Hedge End - PM 
St Johns Church, 

Underhill Centre, 

St Johns Road, 

3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Claire 02380 407551 
Lordswood - PM 
Lordswood Community Centre, 
Sandpiper Road, 6.30pm 
Caroline 07540 752062 


Millbrook - PM 

All Saints Church, Kendal Avenue, 

5.30 & 7.30pm. 

Krystal 07576 052709 
Netley Abbey - PM 
Abbey Hall, Victoria Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Claire 07917 851640 
Sarisbury Green - PM 
Sarisbury Green Infant School 
Sarisbury Green 

5.30 & 7.30pm. 

Amber 07969 866466 
Shirley - AM 
Salvation Army Hall, 

Victor Street, 

9.30 & 11.30am 
Jane 07912 374338 
Shirley - PM 
Shirley Baptist Church, 

Crown Street, 

5:30 & 7.30pm 
Jane 07912 374338 
West End - AM & PM 
Hilldene Community Centre, 

68 High Street, 

9.30 & 11.30am, 3pm, 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Kay 07833 746532 
Wednesday’s 

Bitterne Park - PM 
Bitterne Park Social Club 
Manor Farm Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Laura 07825 210006 
Grange Park - PM 
St Lukes Church, 

St Lukes Close 
Hedge End, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Kaite 07971 671206 
Hamble - PM 

Hamble Village Memorial Hall 
(Hall at rear), 

4 High Street, 

5.30 & 7.30pm. 

Viv 07899 736132 


Lordshill - PM 

Lordshill Church, 

Lordshill District Centre, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Lynn 07971 354179 
Millbrook - AM 

All Saints Church, 

Kendal Avenue, 

9 30am. 

Krystal 07576 052709 
Peartree Green - AM 
Peartree Church Hall, 

Peartree Road, 

9.30 & 11.30am 
Claire 07917 851640 
Sholing - PM 

St Monica Primary School, 

St Monica Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Maria 07500 714708 
Thornhill Park - PM 
Thornhill Baptist Church, 

Thornhill Park Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Mel 07740 353376 
Upper Shirley - AM & PM 
Isaac Watts Memorial Church, 
Winchester Rd, 

9.30 & 11.30am or 3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Catherine 07737 001413 

Woodley - AM & PM 
Woodley Village Hall, 

School Road, 

9.30 & 11.30am, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Charlotte 07810 643419 

Thursday’s 
Chartwell - PM 

Townhill Park Community Centre, 
Meggeson Avenue, 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Kay 07833 746532 

Hedge End - AM & PM 

KCC (Kings Community Church), 

Sovereign Place, 

Upper Northam Rd, 

8am, 10am & 12pm, 3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Claire 02380 407551 


El © slimmingworld.co.uk 

0344 897 8000 


SPECIAL OFFER 

5 friends join together & pay only £5 


Highfield - PM 

Highfield House Hotel, 

Highfield Lane, 

6 & 8pm 

Mel 07740 353376 
North Baddesley - PM 
The Village Hall, 

Botley Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Charlotte 07810 643419 
Upper Shirley - PM 
Atherley Bowling Club, 

Hill Lane, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Julie 07949 256891 
Weston - AM & PM 
Chamberlayne Leisure Centre, 

Weston Lane, 

9.30 & 11.30am, 3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Hayley 07545 772258 

Friday’s 

Upper Shirley - AM 

Atherley Bowling Club, 

Hill Lane, 

7.30 & 9.30am 
Julie 07949 256891 
Woolston - AM 

St Patricks Parish Centre, 

Porchester Road, 9am 
Claire 07917 851640 
Saturday’s 
Merryoak - AM. 

Festival Hall 
Merryoak Road 

8.30 & 10.30am. 

Matt 07834 059733 
St Deny’s - AM 

St Denys Community Centre, 

Priory Road, 

8.30 & 10.30am 
Viv 07899 736132 

Slimmim 

touching hearts, changing lives 
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'Not finished yet' 



Ronald Koeman 


Everton are ready to do their talk¬ 
ing on the pitch after a summer in 
which they have made the size of 
their ambitions clear. 

Manager Ronald Koeman has 
been backed heavily in the transfer 
market and spent around £90mil- 
lion to sign a host of players. 

Business has included bring¬ 
ing back the club’s former prodigy 
Wayne Rooney from Manchester 
United and landing highly-rated tal¬ 
ent in Michael Keane, Jordan Pick- 
ford and Davy Klaassen. 

And the Toffees are not finished 
there, as negotiations continue with 
Swansea over £50m-rated playmak- 
er Gylfi Sigurdsson. 

Optimism and expectations are 
rising at Goodison Park, and al¬ 
though Koeman is not making bold 
promises about breaking into the 
Premier League’s top six, the Dutch¬ 
man is confident. 

“First of all we have big ambi¬ 
tions,” the former Saints boss said. 
“That is what we would like to show 
to everybody. 

“Like everybody knows we are 
still working on some targets and 
that is difficult, but if we can do 
the business we want I think we are 
stronger than last season. 

“But of course it is difficult with 
the big clubs. You need one or two 
struggling in this season and maybe 


you can make the next step. If all 
the big ones are really strong and 
doing what they need, it is very dif¬ 
ficult.” 

Koeman says he will only be 
able to make a true assessment of 
his team after they complete their 
transfer business. 


He said: “The end of the transfer 
window is more realistic to speak 
about targets and what is possible. 

“We know we have spent money 
but everybody is spending money, 
everybody is looking for the best 
players.” 

The downside for Everton has 


been the loss of top scorer Romelu 
Lukaku to United - albeit in a deal 
potentially worth £90m - while the 
future of midfielder Ross Barkley 
remains uncertain. 

Lukaku scored 25 goals last term 
and the likes of Rooney and another 
new signing, Sandro Ramirez, will 
have a tough act to follow. 

Koeman said: “To replace Lukaku 
is really difficult. I don’t say impos¬ 
sible but 25 goals is a lot and we need 
to find other ways. We need to find 
productivity from other players. 

“We have brought some players in 
like Klaassen and Sandro Ramirez 
and we would like to bring some 
more in.” 

Everton face a difficult start to the 
season, with the visit of Stoke fol¬ 
lowed by games against Manches¬ 
ter City, Chelsea, Tottenham and 
United. 

Koeman said: “We know it is a 
tough start but it is all about, in 38 
games, getting the points. 

“In the Premier League if you 
think you have an easy start you 
will pay for that. 

“And if you think it’s a really 
tough start maybe it is different be¬ 
cause everybody is not on his best at 
this stage of the season, the end of 
the pre-season.” 


United 
'on the up' 

MICHAEL Carrick believes “things 
are on the up” at Manchester 
United, with the captain confident 
Jose Mourinho’s men are in a 
better place to challenge for the 
Premier League than a year ago. 

West Ham arrive at Old Trafford in 
Sunday’s late kick-off as United 
look to launch a sustained title bid 
for the first time since Sir Alex 
Ferguson bowed out with the league 
crown in 2013. 

Having not finished below third in 
the Premier League during the 
Scot’s reign, remarkably they have 
not finished higher than fourth since 
his retirement. 

Sixth place was a poor return in 
Mourinho’s first season at the helm 
- even if Europa League, EFL Cup 
and Community Shield glory 
tempered disappointment - and 
recently-appointed captain Carrick 
expects better in the league this 
term. 

“It is difficult to say what our 
chances in the league are but we 
are setting out to be on top,” the 
midfielder, a five-time Premier 
League champion with United, said. 

“We have certainly improved the 
squad, we are a year further ahead 
with the manager and his staff, we 
are in a better place than we were 
last year, so things are on the up. 

“For large spells of last season, 
we felt we should have been higher 
up in the league than we were and 
performances certainly warranted 
that for large periods as well.” 




ACT NOW! 

SECOND PHASE SELLING FAST 

Our eagerly awaited second phase of homes at 
Meridian Waterside is now released and selling fast. 
Do not miss the opportunity to secure yours - visit 
our stunning new Showhouse, Show Apartment 
and Viewhome today and discover more about this 
award winning waterside development. 

1, 2 & 3 bedroom apartments and 3 bedroom houses 
Contemporary design and specifications 
Landscaped communal areas in central courtyard 
Allocated parking 
Help to Buy available* 

Minutes from Southampton’s bustling city centre 
Great transport links by road, rail, sea and air 

PRICES FROM £174,950 


MARKETING SUITE AND 3 NEW SHOWHOMES OPEN DAILY 10AM-5PM 


For further information contact our Marketing Suite on 

02380 334258 or email meridianwaterside@inlandplc.com 

‘Subject to meeting Help to Buy criteria 

Computer generated illustration is indicative only. Photographs depict the 2 bedroom show apartment 


savills 


* 


ft 


NER 


Help 


toiuy 




thex|ar. 


Inland 

homes 

www.inlandhomes.co.uk 
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25 Premier 
League facts 

August 15 marks the 25th 
anniversary of the start of the first 
Premier League season. 

Here, Tom White looks at 25 facts 
and figures to sum up the 25 years 
of the rebranded competition. 

1 - the first ever Premier League 
goal was scored by Brian Deane, for 
Sheffield United against Manchester 
United on August 15,1992. 

2 - two teams have won the 
Premier League on just one 
occasion - Blackburn in 1994-95 and 
Leicester in 2015-16. 

3 - Alan Shearer scored 30 Premier 
League goals in a season on three 
occasions -1993-94,1994-95 and 
1995-96. 

4 - the record for most promotions 
to, and most relegations from, the 
Premier League. Crystal Palace and 
Sunderland fall into both categories, 
sharing the promotion honours with 
Leicester and West Brom and the 
relegation record with 
Middlesbrough and Norwich. 

5 - five goalkeepers have scored 
Premier League goals - Peter 
Schmeichel, Brad Friedel, Paul 
Robinson, Tim Howard and Asmir 
Begovic. The latter, now at Cherries, 
scored for Stoke against Saints in 
October 2014. 



Alan Shearer 


6 - number of teams to have won 
the Premier League - Manchester 
United, Chelsea, Arsenal, 

Manchester City, Blackburn and 
Leicester. 

7 - players to have scored 30 or 
more Premier League goals in a 
season - Shearer, Andy Cole, Kevin 
Phillips, Thierry Henry, Cristiano 
Ronaldo, Robin van Persie and Luis 
Suarez. 

8 - years since a team last won 
back-to-back titles - United in 2007- 
OS and 2008-09. 

9 - the biggest win in the Premier 
League came when Manchester 
United beat Ipswich 9-0 in March 
1995. 

10 - Richard Dunne’s record tally of 
Premier League own goals. 

11 - Derby’s record low points total 
in the 2007-08 season. 

12 - most goals scored by one 
Premier League team against 
another in a season. Blackburn beat 
Nottingham Forest 7-0 and 5-1 in 
1995-96 while Tottenham won 9-1 
and 3-0 against Wigan in 2009-10. 

13 - record number of Premier 
League winner’s medals won by 
Ryan Giggs during his career with 
Manchester United. 

Continued on facing page 
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25 years of the 


By Simon 

Carter 



THE top flight of English football 
was very different 30 years ago 
to the financial behemoth we see 
today standing before us, flexing 
its massive financial muscles like 
never before. 

In 1987/88, Liverpool and Man¬ 
chester United were the two best 
supported clubs in the old Divi¬ 
sion 1. 

Nothing too remarkable about 
that, but neither of them attracted 
an average of 40,000 - Liverpool av¬ 
eraged 39,582 and United 39,152. 

Old Trafford could certainly 
hold more - United attracted over 
47,000 when Liverpool visited - but 
the simple fact was that the club 
could get nowhere near filling 
their stadium. 

The same stadium that, three 
decades on, they regularly attract 
around 33,000 more fans per game 
to. 

Thirty years ago, Arsenal’s aver¬ 
age attendance was under 30,000. 
Newcastle’s was just over 21,000. 
Nowadays the Gunners have regu¬ 
larly attracted 60,000 ever since 
they moved to The Emirates and 
the Toon packed an average of 
over 50,000 into St James’ Park 
when they were relegated two 
years ago. 

Thirty years ago, Chelsea’s av¬ 
erage was just over 20,000, while 
Manchester City’s was 19,472. At 
a time when the world transfer re¬ 
cord was Ruud Gullit’s £6m move 
to Inter Milan in the summer of 
1987, who would have thought that 
30 years down the line both Chel¬ 
sea and City would be signing de¬ 
fenders for over £40m? 

Back in 1987/88, four top flight 
clubs didn’t even average gates of 
10,000 - Oxford United, Charlton 
Athletic, Luton Town and Wimble¬ 
don. Impossible to imagine these 
days. 

How has all this happened, this 
remarkable change to the English 
footballing landscape? 

It is not hard to answer that 
question. 

Just three words - the Premier 
League. 

This weekend, the curtain was 
lifted on the 26th season of the re¬ 
branded old Division 1. All-seater 
stadia, virtually capacity crowds, 
some of the world’s most glamor¬ 
ous (and therefore expensive) play¬ 
ers all appearing in a 3pm kick off 
at a top flight ground near you. Or 
a 5.30pm kick off. Or an early Sun¬ 
day afternoon kick off. Or a late 
Sunday afternoon kick off. Or a 
Monday night kick off. Or, let’s not 
forget, a Friday night kick off. 

Here, in this edition of the 
Sports Pink, we look back at the 
first 25 years, the first quarter of 
a century, of the Premier League. 

Saints voted for it and, apart 
from a seven-year absence be¬ 
tween 2005/06 and 2011/12 inclu¬ 
sive, have played in ever since it 



How the rebranding 
of the top flight 
has forever altered 
the footballing 
landscape... 






was introduced... 

... Introduced in a bid to take the 
top clubs in England kicking and 
screaming into a brand new age. 
An age where they could hoover 
away the cash at the expense of 
the lower division counterparts. 

This was the thinking back in 
the very early 1990s - if the top 
flight clubs could form a breaka¬ 
way league, then they would no 


longer have to share their televi¬ 
sion revenues with the other 70 
professional clubs in England. 

As a result, the breakaway 
league would flourish. 

No one can doubt that has not 
been the case, yet the questions as 
to whether it has created a finan¬ 
cial monster - one now fully con¬ 
sumed by avarice - and the damage 
that has done will forever rumble 


on. 

Saints voted for the Premier 
League, yet when they did so they 
could never have imagined one 
day having to try and compete on a 
playing field which was no longer 
as level as it once was. As level as 
it was in 1984, for example, when 
they finished runners-up in the 
First Division. 

In the summer of 1991, a High 
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25 Premier 
League facts 

from facing page 

14 - Arsenal’s record Premier 
League winning run, between 
February and August 2002. 

15 - Chelsea’s title-winning side in 
2004-05 conceded a record low 15 
goals. 



The most amazing 
Premier League story of 
them all - Leicester City 
and manager Claudio 
Ranieri celebrate winning 
the title in 2015/16. 


Court Judge ruled in favour of 
England’s top five clubs - Arsenal, 
Manchester United, Liverpool, 
Everton and Tottenham Hotspur 
(yes, no sign of Manchester City 
or Chelsea) - that they were enti¬ 
tled to negotiate their own TV rev¬ 
enues. 

As a result, there was no way 
back. Goodbye old First Division, 
hello Premier League. 


In June 1991 the Football Asso¬ 
ciation launched, to much fanfair, 
their Blueprint for the Future of 
Football. The document backed an 
18-club Premier League, suppos¬ 
edly to keep top players fresher for 
England matches, Then national 
team manager Graham Taylor said 
he had not even been consulted. 

“People think there must be a 
lot of my thinking in this Premier 


League. There is none. I’m not 
totally convinced this is for the 
betterment of the England team. 
I think a lot of this is based on 
greed.” 

I think Graham Taylor was 
right, don’t you? 

With the benefit of hindsight, it 
now seems laughable that a year 
after England had reached the 
semi finals of the World Cup the 


FA were lauding an 18-team league 
which has in over two decades 
rarely delivered anything like the 
success of Italia 90. 

The seeds of the Premier League 
were sewn a few years earlier than 
1991, though. 

Up until 1983, all Football League 
clubs gave 20 per cent of their gate 
income to the away team. 

Imagine that happening now! 

Under pressure from the big 
clubs, who wanted to keep more 
of the takings from their home 
crowds, gate-sharing was abol¬ 
ished that year. 

Now the clubs with the biggest 
stadiums, Liverpool and Manches¬ 
ter United, had a huge advantage 
over all the others. 

The big clubs continued to gob¬ 
ble up large slices of the TV cake 
throughout the 1980s. 

In 1985 they threatened to break 
away, forcing the smaller clubs to 
agree a new split - 50 per cent to 
the First Division, 25 to the Sec¬ 
ond, 25 to the Third and Fourth. 

That was not enough, though. 
Still they wanted more, and in 1990 
they asked David Dein of Arsenal 
and Noel White of Liverpool to 
approach the FA and see if they 
would support their breakaway. 

We know their answer. 

The Premier League duly sold 
their product to Rupert Murdoch’s 
Sky TV, who in return paid £305m 
- over five years. 

Not that much these days, is it? 
Gets you one and a half Neymars, 
and not much change. 

Back then, though, £305m was by 
far and away the biggest sporting 
TV deal in history. 

No one could ever have believed 
that a quarter of a century on Man¬ 
chester City would easily spend 
over £305m in just over a year. 

But then no-one would have be¬ 
lieved that Sky, having paid £305m 
for five years, would one day splash 
out £4.2 billion - for three years’ 
coverage of the same league. 

When the last Premier League 
TV deal was negotiated, the total 
cost was a record £5.136 billion - 71 
per cent above the previous deal’s 
worth. 

In addition to Sky paying £4.2 
billion for five of the seven TV 
packages - an 83 per cent increase 
on their previous outlay - rival BT 
paid £960m for the other two in the 
record TV rights auction. 

Put another way, Sky are paying 
£1.392 billion per year, or £11.07 
million per match, compared to 
just £61 million for each of the first 
five years of the Premier League. 

Where will it end? How long will 
the top flight of English football 
appear totally recession-proof 
with regards to negotiating ever 
larger, more lucrative deals? 

Will history one day show, 30, 40, 
50 years down the line, whether 
the days we are currently witness¬ 
ing represented the peak of huge 
transfer fees.. 

... or whether we had only just 
had a glimpse of what the future 
could be bringing. 


16 - three players have scored 
Premier League goals aged 16, with 
James Vaughan holding the record 
as the youngest scorer at 16 years 
and 274 days when he netted for 
Everton against Crystal Palace on 
April 10,2005. James Milner and 
Wayne Rooney are the others. 

17 - England manager Gareth 
Southgate scored 17 goals in his 
Premier League career as a 
defender and midfielder with Crystal 
Palace, Aston Villa and 
Middlesbrough. 

18 - record points margin by which 
Manchester United won the title in 
the 1999-2000 season. 

19 - the number of teams to have 
played at least 10 seasons in the 
Premier League. Stoke will this 
season become the 20th. 



Jermain Defoe 


20 - Sunderland’s record losing run 
in the Premier League - their last 15 
games of their 2002-03 relegation 
season and their first five in 2005-06 
upon their top-flight return. 

21 - the most Premier League 
seasons as a manager. Sir Alex 
Ferguson was in charge of 
Manchester United at the 
competition’s inception and 
remained at the helm until 2013. 
Arsene Wenger took charge of 
Arsenal in October 1996 so will 
reach 21 years in charge during this 
season. 

22 - the original number of teams 
in the league. It was cut to 20 ahead 
of the 1995-96 season. 

23 - Jermain Defoe has scored a 
record 23 Premier League goals as 
a substitute. 

24 - goals scored by Jamie Vardy 
as he fired Leicester to their 
stunning title success in the 2015-16 
season. 

25 - Zlatan Ibrahimovic scored the 
25,000th goal in Premier League 
history, for Manchester United 
against Swansea in November 2016. 
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How they finished 



P 

W D L F 

A 

Pts 

Man United 

42 

24 12 6 67 

31 

84 

Aston Villa 

42 

21 11 10 57 

40 

74 

Norwich City 

42 

21 9 12 61 

65 

72 

Blackburn 

42 

20 11 11 68 

46 

71 

QPR 

42 

17 12 13 63 

55 

63 

Liverpool 

42 

16 11 15 62 

55 

59 

Sheff Wed 

42 

15 1413 55 

51 

59 

Tottenham 

42 

16 11 15 60 

66 

59 

Manchester City 42 

15 12 15 56 

51 

57 

Arsenal 

42 

15 11 1640 

38 

56 

Chelsea 

42 

14 1414 51 

54 

56 

Wimbledon 

42 

14 12 16 56 

55 

54 

Everton 

42 

15 8 19 53 

55 

53 

Sheff United 

42 

14 1018 54 

53 

52 

Coventry City 

42 

13 13 16 52 

57 

52 

Ipswich 

42 

12 1614 50 

55 

52 

Leeds United 

42 

12 15 15 57 

62 

51 

SAINTS 

42 

13 11 18 54 

61 

50 

Oldham 

42 

13 1019 63 

74 

49 

Crystal Palace 

42 

11 1615 48 

61 

49 

Middlesbrough 42 

11 11 20 54 

75 

44 

Nottm Forest 

42 

10 10 22 41 

62 

40 


Top goalscorers 

Teddy Sheringham 
(Nottm Forest/Tottenham) 22 
Les Ferdinand (QPR) 20 

Dean Holdsworth (Wimbledon) 19 
Micky Quinn (Coventry City) 17 

Alan Shearer (Blackburn) 16 

David White (Man City) 16 

Average attendances 


Liverpool 37,004 

Man United 35,152 

Aston Villa 29,594 

Leeds United 29,250 

Tottenham 27,740 

Sheffield Wed 27,263 

Manchester City 24,698 

Arsenal 24,403 

Nottm Forest 21,910 

Everton 20,445 

Sheffield United 18,801 

Chelsea 18,787 

Ipswich Town 18,223 

Middlesbrough 16,724 

Blackburn Rovers 16,246 

Norwich City 16,154 

Crystal Palace 15,748 

SAINTS 15,382 

QPR 15,015 

Coventry City 14,951 

Oldham Athletic 12,859 

Wimbledon 8,405 


Seasonal records 

Biggest home win 

Blackburn Rovers 7-1 Norwich City 
Sheffield United 6-0 Tottenham 

Biggest away win 

Blackburn Rovers 2-5 Coventry City 
Manchester City 2-5 Everton 

Highest scoring 

Liverpool 6-2 Tottenham 
Everton 3-5 QPR 
Oldham 6-2 Wimbledon 
Blackburn 7-1 Norwich City 
Oldham 5-3 Nottingham Forest 

Longest winning run 

7 games - Manchester United, Sheffield 
Wednesday 

Longest unbeaten run 

11 games - Manchester United 

Longest winless run 

13 games - Ipswich Town 

Longest losing run 

6 games - Nottingham Forest 

Highest attendance 

44,619 - Liverpool v Everton 

Lowest attendance 

3,039 - Wimbledon v Everton 


Cantona helps Fergie 
end 26 -year title wait 



1992/93 

IT was a good line at the 
time. 

When Nelson Mandela 
was finally released from 
prison in early 1990, so the 
joke went, his first words 
were ‘have Manchester Unit¬ 
ed won the league yet?’ 

United hadn’t won the old 
First Division title since 
1967, the year before they be¬ 
came the first English club 
to win the European Cup 
- and three years after Man¬ 
dela was imprisoned. 

In truth, they had rarely 
looked like winning it in the 
subsequent quarter of a cen¬ 
tury since. 

But Alex Ferguson, then 
in his sixth full season at 
Old Trafford, ended that 
long wait by masterminding 
United to the inaugural Pre¬ 
mier League title in 1992/93. 
It was Eric Cantona’s second 
successive winners’ medal, 
having helped Leeds to the 
last old First Division title 
in 1991/92. 

In the end, United enjoyed 
a 10-point lead over runners- 
up Aston Villa, who were 
managed by Ferguson’s im¬ 
mediate United predecessor, 
Ron Atkinson. 

Norwich City had topped 
the table on Christmas Day, 
despite possessing a nega¬ 
tive goal difference at the 
time - not helped by a 7-1 
hammering at Blackburn. 

United were third at the 
end of March, but climbed 
to second after thumping 
Norwich 3-1 at Carrow Road. 

Then came a season-defin¬ 
ing home game against Shef¬ 
field Wednesday, who led 1-0 


Saints flop Kerry Dixon challenges Aston Villa's Paul McGrath. 


with just four minutes to go. But 
United defender Steve Bruce lev¬ 
elled and then headed an even 
more dramatic 90th minute win¬ 
ner to take his side back into top 
spot. 

There were five games left af¬ 
ter that, and United - now with 
momentum firmly behind them - 
won them all. 

Saints had entered the first PL 
season having sold star striker 
Alan Shearer to newly promoted 
Blackburn for a then British re¬ 
cord £3.4m. 

Shearer was an instant hit at 
Ewood Park, hitting 16 goals in 
the first half of the season but 


then suffering a knee injury that 
forced him out of the second half. 

Saints boss Ian Branfoot had 
signed ex-Chelsea strikers Kerry 
Dixon and David Speedie in a bid 
to replace Shearer’s goals, but 
both were huge flops. 

Saints only won one of their 
first nine league games, and 
struggled all season to pull them¬ 
selves out of a relegation scrap. 

They finally stayed up by one 
point after losing six of their last 
eight games, including a final day 
4-3 loss at fellow strugglers Old¬ 
ham who also avoided the drop by 
just a solitary point. 


Alan Shearer was a big hit at 
Blackburn after his British record 
£3.4m move from The Dell. 
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Bally back to get 
best out of Le Tiss 



Matt Le Tissier scores one of his hat-trick goals at Norwich from the penalty spot in April 1994. 



Matt Le Tissier celebrates scoring a penalty at Carrow Road. 


1993/94 


MANCHESTER United not only 
retained the Premier League title, 
they also won the FA Cup by beat¬ 
ing Glenn Hoddle’s Chelsea 4-0 in 
the Wembley final. 

As a result, they became only 
the fourth team to achieve this 
feat in the 20th century (after Tot¬ 
tenham in 1961, Arsenal in 1971 
and Liverpool in 1986). 

Their lead of the Premier 
League stood at 11 points by the 
end of October and peaked at 16 
points two months later, but a run 
of bad results in March was fol¬ 
lowed by defeat at Blackburn in 
early April which saw their lead 
cut to just goal difference. 

Rovers finished runners-up in 
only their second Premier League 
season, boosted by signing Saints 
keeper Tim Flowers in October. 

Ian Branfoot became the first 
Saints boss to be sacked in the 
Premier League era when he was 
dismissed in early January. 

Director of football Lawrie Mc- 
Menemy went to third division 
Exeter City to find his replace¬ 
ment, who was someone Saints 
fans knew well - England World 
Cup winning legend Alan Ball. 

Talisman Matt Le Tissier had at 
times been dropped by Branfoot, 
or played out wide. But Ball recog¬ 
nised how best to utilise the Chan¬ 
nel Islander’s mercurial talents, 


and was rewarded with 15 Le Tiss 
goals in 16 league games. 

That haul included the winner 
direct from a free kick in Ball’s 
first game, at Newcastle, and 
a hat-trick in Ball’s first home 
game, a 4-2 win against Liverpool. 

Another treble followed in a see¬ 
saw game at Norwich in April, 
Saints winning 5-4 thanks to a last 
minute header from Ken Monkou. 

That was a critical success, and 
one which helped Saints avoid the 
drop by just a point for the second 


season running. 

Top goalscorer in the top flight 
was 22-year-old Andy Cole, whose 
34 goals in 40 games helped Kevin 
Keegan’s newly-promoted New¬ 
castle United finish third. 

Everton were almost relegated 
from the top tier for the first time 
in their history. Needing to win 
their last game at home to Wim¬ 
bledon, they quickly slipped 2-0 
down - but dramatically hit back 
to win 3-2 and finish just a point 
above fifth bottom Saints. 



Ian Branfoot became the first 
Saints manager of the Premier 
League era to be sacked ... 



... and Alan Ball returned to The 
Dell in January 1994 as a result. 


How they finished 


p 


Man United 

42 

Blackburn 

42 

Newcastle 

42 

Arsenal 

42 

Leeds United 

42 

Wimbledon 

42 

Sheffield Wed 

42 

Liverpool 

42 

QPR 

42 

Aston Villa 

42 

Coventry City 

42 

Norwich City 

42 

West Ham 

42 

Chelsea 

42 

Tottenham 

42 

Man City 

42 

Everton 

42 

SAINTS 

42 

Ipswich Town 

42 

Sheff United 

42 

Oldham 

42 

Swindon 

42 


W D L F A Pts 
27 11 4 80 38 92 
25 9 8 63 36 84 
23 8 11 82 41 77 
18 17 7 53 28 71 
18 16 8 65 39 70 
18 11 13 56 53 65 

16 16 10 76 54 64 

17 9 16 59 55 60 
16 12 14 62 61 60 
15 12 15 46 50 57 
14 14 14 43 45 56 

12 17 13 65 61 53 

13 13 16 47 58 52 
13 12 17 49 53 51 

11 12 19 54 59 45 
9 18 15 38 49 45 

12 8 22 42 63 44 
12 7 23 49 66 43 
9 16 17 35 58 43 

8 18 16 42 60 42 

9 13 20 42 68 40 
5 15 22 47 100 30 


Top goalscorers 


Andy Cole (Newcastle) 


34 

Alan Shearer (Blackburn) 

31 

Matt Le Tissier (Saints) 


25 

Chris Sutton (Norwich) 


25 

Ian Wright (Arsenal) 


23 

Peter Beardsley (Newcastle) 

21 

Average attendances 

Manchester United 

44,244 


Liverpool 

38,493 


Leeds United 

34,493 


Newcastle 

33,679 


Arsenal 

30,563 


Aston Villa 

29,015 


Sheffield Wed 

27,191 


Tottenham 

27,160 


Manchester City 

26,709 


Everton 

22,876 


West Ham 

20,572 


Sheffield United 

19,562 


Chelsea 

19,416 


Norwich City 

18,164 


Blackburn Rovers 

17,721 


Ipswich 

16,382 


Swindon Town 

15,274 


SAINTS 

14,751 


QPR 

14,228 


Coventry 

13,352 


Oldham 

12,563 


Wimbledon 

10,474 


Seasonal records 



Biggest home win 

Newcastle United 7-1 Swindon Town 

Biggest away win 

Swindon Town 0-5 Liverpool 
Swindon Town 0-5 Leeds United 

Highest scoring 

Norwich City 4-5 Saints 

Longest winning run 

8 games - Manchester United 

Longest unbeaten run 

22 games - Manchester United 

Longest winless run 

15 games - Swindon Town 

Longest losing run 

7 games-Tottenham Hotspur 

Highest attendance 

45,347 - Aston Villa v Liverpool 

Lowest attendance 

4,739 - Wimbledon v Coventry City 
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How they finished 



P 

W D L F 

A Pts 

Blackburn 

42 

27 8 7 80 

39 

89 

Man United 

42 

26 10 6 77 

28 

88 

Nottm Forest 

42 

22 11 9 72 

43 

77 

Liverpool 

42 

21 11 10 65 

37 

74 

Leeds 

42 

20 13 9 59 

38 

73 

Newcastle 

42 

20 12 10 67 

47 

72 

Tottenham 

42 

16 1412 66 

58 

62 

QPR 

42 

17 9 16 61 

59 

60 

Wimbledon 

42 

15 11 1648 

65 

56 

SAINTS 

42 

12 1812 61 

63 

54 

Chelsea 

42 

13 15 14 50 

55 

54 

Arsenal 

42 

13 12 17 52 

49 

51 

Sheff Wed 

42 

13 12 17 49 

57 

51 

West Ham 

42 

13 11 1844 

48 

50 

Everton 

42 

11 17 14 44 

51 

50 

Coventry City 

42 

12 1416 44 

62 

50 

Manchester City 42 

12 13 17 53 

64 

49 

Aston Villa 

42 

11 15 16 51 

56 

48 

Crystal Palace 

42 

11 12 19 34 

49 

45 

Norwich City 

42 

10 13 19 37 

54 

43 

Leicester City 

42 

6 11 25 45 

80 

29 

Ipswich Town 

42 

7 6 29 36 

93 

27 


Top goalscorers 


Alan Shearer (Blackburn) 34 

Robbie Fowler (Liverpool) 25 

Les Ferdinand (QPR) 24 

Stan Collymore (Nottm Forest) 22 
Andy Cole (Newcastle/ 

Man United) 21 

Jurgen Klinsmann (Tott'm) 21 

Matt Le Ussier (Saints) 19 



Alan Shearer and Chris Sutton show off the Premier League trophy. Gordon Watson unveiled at The Dell in March 1995. 

Blackburn Walk-ing 
back to happiness! 


Average attendances 

Man United 

43,681 

Arsenal 

35,330 

Newcastle 

34,690 

Liverpool 

34,176 

Leeds 

32,925 

Everton 

31,291 

Aston Villa 

29,756 

Tottenham 

27,259 

Sheffield Wed 

26,572 

Blackburn 

25,272 

Nottingham Forest 23,633 

Manchester City 

22,725 

Chelsea 

21,057 

West Ham 

20,118 

Leicester City 

19,532 

Norwich City 

18,625 

Ipswich Town 

16,818 

Coventry City 

15,980 

Crystal Palace 

14,992 

SAINTS 

14,685 

QPR 

14,613 

Wimbledon 

10,230 

Seasonal 

records 


Biggest home win 

Manchester United 9-0 Ipswich Town 

Biggest away win 

Sheffield Wednesday 1-7 Nottingham For¬ 
est 

Highest scoring 

Manchester United 9-0 Ipswich Town 

Longest winning run 

7 games - Blackburn Rovers 

Longest unbeaten run 

13 games - Nottingham Forest 

Longest winless run 

12 games - Everton, Saints 

Longest losing run 

8 games - Ipswich Town 

Highest attendance 

43,868 - Manchester United v Sheffield 
Wednesday 

Lowest attendance 

5,268 - Wimbledon v Manchester City 


1994/95 

Back in the early days of 
the Premier League, Black¬ 
burn Rovers were the big 
spenders. And owner Jack 
Walker the man who bank¬ 
rolled Rovers’ first top flight 
league title since 1914 under 
the management of Liver¬ 
pool legend Kenny Dalglish. 

Rovers had broken the 
British transfer record 
ahead of the first ever Pre¬ 
mier League season when 
they signed Alan Shearer 
from Saints. 

Ahead of the third PL 
season, they broke the Brit¬ 
ish record again by signing 
striker Chris Sutton from 
Norwich City for £5m 

But that record was bro¬ 
ken again in January 1995 
when Manchester United 
paid £6m for Newcastle 
United’s Andy Cole. 

January was the same 
month when Eric Cantona 
shocked the football world 
by assaulting a Crystal Pal¬ 
ace fan. 

After being sent off, the 
Frenchman aimed a kung-fu 
style kick at the supporter 
who had been goading him 
from the stands. 

Cantona was banned from 
football for eight months, 
fined £20,000 and sentenced 
to 14 days in prison. 

The prison sentence was 
later reduced to 120 hours 
community service on ap¬ 
peal. 

With Cantona out of ac¬ 
tion, United were unable to 
claim a hat-trick of Premier 
League titles - though they 
only finished a point adrift 
of Blackburn after the lat¬ 



Eric Cantona infamously attacks Palace fan Matthew Simmons after being sent off at Selhurst Park. 


ter’s 2-1 final day loss at 
Anfield. 

Shearer was the top 
flight’s hottest shot with 
34 league goals, while 
Sutton netted 15 times. 

Nottingham Forest, 
relegated in the Premier 
League’s first season, re¬ 
turned to the top flight 
under Frank Clark to 
finish an impressive 
third. They were helped 
by the goals of Stan Col¬ 
lymore, who moved to 
Liverpool for another 
new British record fee 
of £8.5m in the summer 


of 1995. 

Saints, with two new 
film plus strikers in Neil 
Shipperley and Gordon 
Watson, enjoyed a PL 
season free from relega¬ 
tion worries. With Matt 
Le Tissier scoring 20 
league goals, Saints fin¬ 
ished 10th - above both 
Chelsea and Arsenal 
(the last time that would 
happen). 

But the Dell calm was 
shattered in the summer 
when Alan Ball quit to 
take over at Manchester 
City. 



Neil Shipperley was a £1.2m signing in February 1995. 
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Eric Cantona (centre) in grey shirted action at The Dell. Matt Le Tissier and Jason Dodd celebrate the latter's goal against QPR 

Keegan loses cool 
as United win again 


1995/96 


It was a rant which went down in 
English football history. 

Ex-Saint Kevin Keegan lost his 
cool when interviewed on tel¬ 
evision towards the end of the 
1995/96 season as his Newcastle 
side battled Manchester United 
for the title. 

Newcastle had led the table by a 
massive 12 points in January but 
slowly that lead was eroded and 
United had taken over top spot - 
helped by Eric Cantona, now back 
from suspension, scoring the only 
goal at Newcastle. 

In true Ferguson style, the Scot 
resorted to a spot of gamesman¬ 
ship by suggesting teams that 
Nottingham Forest might not try 
as hard against Newcastle as they 
did against his side. 

Keegan was livid at that, and 
snapped on television: 

“I’ve kept really quiet but I’ll 
tell you something, he went down 
in my estimations when he said 
that,” said Keegan. 

“We have not resorted to that. 
You can tell him now, we’re still 
fighting for this title and he’s got 
to go to Middlesbrough and get 
something. 

“And I’ll tell you, honestly, I will 
love it if we beat them. Love it.” 

Keegan didn’t ‘love it” though 
- his side ended up second after 
Manchester United beat Middles¬ 
brough to win their third Premier 
League title in four seasons. That 
left Newcastle waiting for a first 
top flight title since 1927, a wait 
which is still ongoing. 

Elsewhere in the top flight, 
there were still eye-watering 
sums being spent. 

In addition to Liverpool signing 



Matt Le Tissier scores against Manchester United's grey-shirted players. 


Stan Collymore for £8.5m, the re¬ 
cord fee for a defender was broken 
when Newcastle United paid £4m 
for Wimbledon’s Warren Barton. 
Arsenal paid a club record £7.5m 
for Inter Milan’s Dutch striker 
Dennis Bergkamp, while Newcas¬ 
tle - aiming to replace Andy Cole 
- spent £6m on Queens Park Rang¬ 
ers striker Les Ferdinand.. 

At The Dell, Saints replaced 
Alan Ball with youth coach Dave 


Merrington. It was a success in so 
much as Saints avoided the drop - 
though only just. Ironically, it was 
Ball’s Manchester City who went 
down on goal difference with 
Saints finishing fourth bottom. 

Highlight was April’s 3-1 home 
win over Manchester United, who 
played the first half in grey shirts 
only to fall 3-0 down to goals from 
Matt Le Tissier, Neil Shipperley 
and Ken Monkou. 



Kevin Keegan: He didn't love it. 


How they finished 



P 

W D L F 

A Pts 

Man United 

38 

25 7 6 73 

35 

82 

Newcastle 

38 

24 6 8 66 

37 

78 

Liverpool 

38 

20 11 7 70 

34 

71 

Aston Villa 

38 

18 911 52 

35 

63 

Arsenal 

38 

17 12 9 49 

32 

63 

Everton 

38 

17 1011 64 

44 

61 

Blackburn 

38 

18 7 13 61 

47 

61 

Tottenham 

38 

16 13 9 50 

38 

61 

Nottm Forest 

38 

15 1310 50 

54 

58 

West Ham 

38 

14 9 15 43 

52 

51 

Chelsea 

38 

12 1412 46 

44 

50 

Middlesbrough 38 

11 1017 35 

50 

43 

Leeds United 

38 

12 7 19 40 

57 

43 

Wimbledon 

38 

10 11 17 55 

70 

41 

Sheff Wed 

38 

10 1018 48 

61 

40 

Coventry City 

38 

8 1416 42 

60 

38 

SAINTS 

38 

9 11 18 34 

52 

38 

Man City 

38 

9 11 18 33 

58 

38 

QPR 

38 

9 6 23 38 

57 

33 

Bolton 

38 

8 5 25 39 

71 

29 


lop goalscorers 

Alan Shearer (Blackburn) 31 

Robbie Fowler (Liverpool) 28 

Les Ferdinand (Newcastle) 25 

Dwight Yorke (Aston Villa) 17 

Teddy Sheringham (Tott'm) 16 

Average attendances 


Manchester United 41.700 

Liverpool 39,553 

Arsenal 37,568 

Newcastle 36,507 

Everton 35,435 

Aston Villa 32,614 

Leeds United 32,578 

Tottenham 30,510 

Middlesbrough 29,283 

Manchester City 27,869 

Blackburn Rovers 27,714 

Nottingham Forest 25,916 

Chelsea 25,466 

Sheffield Wed 24,877 

West Ham 22,340 

Bolton 18,822 

Coventry City 18,507 

QPR 15,683 

SAINTS 14,820 

Wimbledon 13,246 


Seasonal records 

Biggest home win 

Blackburn Rovers 7-0 Nottingham Forest 

Biggest away win 

Bolton Wanderers 0-6 Manchester United 

Highest scoring 

Sheffield Wednesday 6-2 Leeds United 

Longest winning run 

6 games - Manchester United 

Longest unbeaten run 

15 games - Liverpool 

Longest winless run 

14 games - Coventry City, Wimbledon 

Longest losing run 

8 games - Manchester City, Middlesbrough 

Highest attendance 

53,926 - Manchester United v Nottingham 
Forest 

Lowest attendance 

6,352 - Wimbledon v Sheffield Wednesday 
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How they finished 



P 

W D L F 

A Pts 

Man United 

38 

21 12 5 76 

44 

75 

Newcastle 

38 

19 11 8 73 

40 

68 

Arsenal 

38 

19 11 8 62 

32 

68 

Liverpool 

38 

19 11 8 62 

37 

68 

Aston Villa 

38 

17 1011 47 

34 

61 

Chelsea 

38 

16 11 11 58 

55 

59 

Sheffield Wed 

38 

14 15 9 50 

51 

57 

Wimbledon 

38 

15 11 12 49 

46 

56 

Leicester City 

38 

12 11 15 46 

54 

47 

Tottenham 

38 

13 7 18 44 

51 

46 

Leeds United 

38 

11 1314 28 

38 

46 

Derby County 

38 

11 13 1445 

58 

46 

Blackburn 

38 

9 15 14 42 

43 

42 

West Ham 

38 

10 1216 39 

48 

42 

Everton 

38 

10 121644 

57 

42 

SAINTS 

38 

10 11 17 50 

56 

41 

Coventry City 

38 

9 1415 38 

54 

41 

Sunderland 

38 

10 101835 

53 

40 

Middlesbrough 38 

10 12 16 51 

60 

39 

Nottm Forest 

38 

6 1616 31 

59 

34 


Top goalscorers 

Alan Shearer (Newcastle) 25 

Ian Wright (Arsenal) 23 

Robbie Fowler (Liverpool) 18 

Ole G Solskjaer (Man United) 18 

Dwight Yorke (Aston Villa) 17 

Les Ferdinand (Newcastle) 16 

Fabrizio Ravanelli (Mboro) 16 

Average attendances 


Manchester United 55,081 

Liverpool 39,777 

Arsenal 37,821 

Newcastle 36,466 

Everton 36,186 

Aston Villa 36,027 

Leeds United 32,109 

Tottenham 31,067 

Middlesbrough 29,848 

Chelsea 27,001 

Sheffield Wed 25,693 

Blackburn Rovers 24,947 

Nottingham Forest 24,587 

West Ham United 23,242 

Sunderland 20,865 

Leicester City 20,184 

Coventry City 19,625 

Derby County 17,889 

Wimbledon 15,156 

SAINTS 15,099 


Seasonal records 


Biggest home win 

Everton 7-1 Saints 
Newcastle United 7-1 Tottenham 

Biggest away win 

Leeds United 0-4 Manchester United 
Nottingham Forest 0-4 Manchester United 
Sunderland 0-4 Tottenham Hotspur 

Highest scoring 

Saints 6-3 Manchester United 

Longest winning run 

7 games - Newcastle United 

Longest unbeaten run 

16 games - Manchester United 

Longest winless run 

16 games - Nottingham Forest 

Longest losing run 

6 games - Everton 

Highest attendance 

55,314 - Manchester United v Wimbledon 

Lowest attendance 

7,979 - Wimbledon v Leeds United 



Matt Oakley, Matt Le Tissier and Eyal Berkovic celebrate against United. Eyal Berkovic celebrates scoring against United in the 6-3 win. 

Saints stun champs 
with six of the best 


1996/97 

A season of high profile 
managerial changes ended 
with Manchester United 
winning the Premier League 
for the fourth time in five 
seasons. 

It wasn’t a vintage title¬ 
winning campaign, though 
- United’s 75 points remains 
the lowest points total for a 
Premier League champion. 

Prior to the season start¬ 
ing, Chelsea made a glam¬ 
orous managerial appoint¬ 
ment - bringing in Dutch 
legend Ruud Gullit to re¬ 
place Glenn Hoddle, who 
had taken over from Terry 
Venables as England boss. 

A few weeks later, Arsenal 
also made a foreign appoint¬ 
ment. But Arsene Wenger 
didn’t command so many 
column inches as Gullit did, 
though it’s fair to say he was 
the more successful of the 
two... 

Coventry City promoted 
Ron Atkinson from manag¬ 
er to Director of football in 
October and gave the man¬ 
ager’s job to 39-year-old play¬ 
er-coach Gordon Strachan, 
while Leeds sacked Howard 
Wilkinson - who had led 
them to the First Division ti¬ 
tle in 1992 - and replaced him 
with George Graham. 

In January, there was a 
seismic shock in the north 
east when Kevin Keegan 
resigned as Newcastle Unit¬ 
ed boss after five years in 
charge. The Toon needed 
a high profile replacement 
and they didn’t come much 
higher than Kenny Dalglish. 

Saints were changing 
their manager again, sack- 



Egil Ostenstad scores in the six-goal thumping of United. 


ing Dave Merrington after one 
season in charge and bringing in 
ex-Glasgow Rangers and Liver¬ 
pool manager Graeme Souness. 

Middlesbrough boasted a de¬ 
cidedly exotic look after signing 
Italians Fabrizio Ravenelli and 
Gianluca Festa and Brazilians 
Emerson and Branco. 

Those foreigners joined another 
Brazilian, Juninho, who had ar¬ 
rived the previous season. 

Despite their presence, Middles¬ 
brough finished 19th and were 
relegated. 

Had they not had a three-point 
deduction imposed for cancelling 
a December 1996 fixture against 


Blackburn, with the Middles¬ 
brough board blaming the deci¬ 
sion on the absence of 23 players 
ill or injured, they would have 
stayed up. 

Down at The Dell, the highlight 
of the Souness era - as it was the 
Merrington era - was a home vic¬ 
tory over eventual champions 
Manchester United. 

This time it rained goals as Egil 
Ostenstad (2), Eyal Berkovic (2), 
Matt Le Tissier and a Gary Nev¬ 
ille own goal helped Saints record 
a stunning 6-3 success against 
a United side who had seen Roy 
Keane dismissed on 21 minutes. 



Egil Ostenstad celebrates a goal. 
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Wenger takes title 
in first full season 



1997/98 


IN his first full season as Arsenal 
boss, Arsene Wenger became the 
first foreign manager to win the 
Premier League. 

He was only the third boss to 
win the title, following in the foot¬ 
steps of two Scots - Alex Ferguson 
and Kenny Dalglish. 


Star performer for the Gun¬ 
ners - who also won the FA Cup, 
to become the first club to do the 
double twice - was PFA Players’ 
Player of the Year and Football 
Writers’ Association Footballer 
of the Year Dennis Bergkamp. 

Saints were again under new 
management, chairman Rupert 
Lowe having decided to delve into 
the third tier to take Stockport 
boss Dave Jones following Grae¬ 
me Souness’ resignation. 

Saints started the season as 
most pundits’ favourites for 
relegation - a familiar position 
throughout the 1990s - but most 
bookmakers had stopped placing 
bets on them being relegated be¬ 
fore Christmas. 

In the end, a 12th-place finish 
was the club’s second highest in 
six Premier League campaigns. 

Teenager Kevin Davies - a 
£750,000 signing from third tier 
Chesterfield - impressed before 
suffering a season-ending injury 
in late January. 

Already, there was a gap form¬ 
ing between the Premier League 
and the top fight of the Football 
League. 

That was highlighted at the end 
of 1997-98 when all three promot¬ 
ed teams were relegated. Crystal 
Palace were bottom after winning 
just two home games all season, 
while Barnsley’s first season in 
the top division ended in relega¬ 
tion and Bolton Wanderers went 
down on goal difference. 


Kevin Davies celebrates scoring 
in Saints' 2-0 win at Everton in 
November 1977. Right - Arsene 
Wenger and Tony Adams celebrate 
with the 1997/98 Premier League 
trophy - Wenger becoming the 
first foreign manager to win the 
silverware. 

Another mark of the gap was 
that the three relegated teams in 
the previous season took the top 
three places in the 1997-98 second 
tier. 

Had Sunderland not lost the 
play-off final to Charlton Ath¬ 
letic on penalties, the 20 teams 
from the 1998-99 Premier League 
would have been exactly the same 
as those two seasons earlier! 


How they finished 



P 

W 

D L F 

A Pts 

Arsenal 

38 

23 

9 6 68 

33 

78 

Man United 

38 

23 

8 7 73 

26 

77 

Liverpool 

38 

18 11 9 68 

42 

65 

Chelsea 

38 

20 

315 71 

43 

63 

Leeds United 

38 

17 

813 57 

46 

59 

Blackburn 

38 

16 1012 57 

52 

58 

Aston Villa 

38 

17 

615 49 

48 

57 

West Ham 

38 

16 

814 56 

57 

56 

Derby County 

38 

16 

715 52 

49 

55 

Leicester City 

38 

13 1411 51 

41 

53 

Coventry City 

38 

12 161046 

44 

52 

SAINTS 

38 

14 

618 50 

55 

48 

Newcastle 

38 

11 

11 16 35 

44 

44 

Tottenham 

38 

11 

11 16 44 

56 

44 

Wimbledon 

38 

10 1414 34 

46 

44 

Sheffield Wed 

38 

12 

818 52 

67 

44 

Everton 

38 

9 1316 41 

56 

40 

Bolton 

38 

9 1316 41 

61 

40 

Barnsley 

38 

10 

5 23 37 

82 

35 

Crystal Palace 

38 

8 

9 21 37 

71 

33 


Top goalscorers 

Dion Dublin (Coventry City) 18 

Michael Owen (Liverpool) 18 

Chris Sutton (Blackburn) 18 

Dennis Bergkamp (Arsenal) 16 

Kevin Gallacher (Blackburn ) 16 

Jimmy F Hasselbaink (Leeds) 16 

Average attendances 


Manchester United 55,168 

Liverpool 40,628 

Arsenal 38,053 

Newcastle 36,680 

Aston Villa 36,137 

Everton 35,376 

Leeds United 34,725 

Chelsea 32,901 

Tottenham 29,143 

Derby County 29,105 

Sheffield Wed 28,709 

Blackburn Rovers 25,253 

West Ham United 24,967 

Bolton Wanderers 24,352 

Crystal Palace 21,983 

Leicester City 20,615 

Coventry City 19,718 

Barnsley 18,449 

Wimbledon 16,675 

SAINTS 15,159 


Seasonal records 

Biggest home win 

Manchester United 7-0 Barnsley 

Biggest away win 

Barnsley 0-6 Chelsea 

Highest scoring 

Blackburn Rovers 7-2 Sheffield Wednesday 

Longest winning run 

10 games-Arsenal 

Longest unbeaten run 

18 games-Arsenal 

Longest winless run 

15 games-Crystal Palace 

Longest losing run 

8 games-Crystal Palace 

Highest attendance 

55,306 - Manchester United v Wimbledon 

Lowest attendance 

7,668 - Wimbledon v Barnsley 
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How they finished 


Man United 

38 

22 13 3 80 37 

79 

Arsenal 

38 

22 12 4 59 17 

78 

Chelsea 

38 

20 15 3 57 30 

75 

Leeds United 

38 

18 13 7 62 34 

67 

West Ham 

38 

16 9 13 46 53 

57 

Aston Villa 

38 

15 10 13 51 46 

55 

Liverpool 

38 

15 9 14 68 49 

54 

Derby County 

38 

13 13 12 40 45 

52 

Middlesbrough 38 

12 15 11 48 54 

51 

Leicester City 

38 

12 13 13 40 46 

49 

Tottenham 

38 

11 14 13 47 50 

47 

Sheffield Wed 

38 

13 7 18 41 42 

46 

Newcastle 

38 

11 13 14 48 54 

46 

Everton 

38 

11 10 17 42 47 

43 

Coventry City 

38 

11 9 18 39 51 

42 

Wimbledon 

38 

10 12 16 40 63 

42 

SAINTS 

38 

11 8 19 37 64 

41 

Charlton 

38 

8 12 18 41 56 

36 

Blackburn 

38 

7 14 17 38 52 

35 

Nottm Forest 

38 

7 9 22 35 69 

30 

Top goalscorers 


Jimmy F Hasselbaink (Leeds) 

18 

Michael Owen (Liverpool) 

18 

Dwight Yorke (Man United) 

18 

Nicolas Anelka (Arsenal) 

17 

Andy Cole (Man United) 17 


Average 

attendances 

Man United 


55,188 


Liverpool 


43,321 


Arsenal 


38,024 


Aston Villa 


36,937 


Newcastle 


36,690 


Everton 


36,202 


Leeds United 


35,773 


Chelsea 


34,754 


Middlesbrough 


34,386 


Tottenham 


34,149 


Derby County 


29,193 


Sheffield Wed 


26,745 


Blackburn 


25,773 


West Ham 


25,639 


Nottm Forest 


24,415 


Coventry City 


20,773 


Leicester City 


20,469 


Charlton 


19,816 


Wimbledon 


18,207 


SAINTS 


15,140 


Seasonal records 


Biggest home win 



Liverpool 7-1 Saints 


Everton 6-0 West Ham United 


Biggest away win 



Nottingham Forest 1-8 Manchester United 

Highest scoring 




Nottingham Forest 1-8 Manchester United 

Longest winning run 


7 games - Leeds United 


Longest unbeaten i 

■un 


21 games-Chelsea 



Longest winless run 


19 games - Nottingham Forest 


Longest losing i 

run 



8 games - Charlton Athletic 


Highest attendance 


55,316 - Manchester United v Saints 


Lowest attendance 



11,717 - Wimbledon v Coventry City 


Man United 

38 

28 7 3 97 45 

91 

Arsenal 

38 

22 7 9 73 43 

73 

Leeds United 

38 

21 6 11 58 43 

69 

Liverpool 

38 

19 10 9 51 30 

67 

Chelsea 

38 

18 11 9 53 34 

65 

Aston Villa 

38 

15 13 1046 35 

58 

Sunderland 

38 

16 10 12 57 56 

58 

Leicester City 

38 

16 7 15 55 55 

55 

West Ham 

38 

15 10 13 52 53 

55 

Tottenham 

38 

15 8 15 57 49 

53 


Saints' Great Escape 
as United win treble 


1998/99 


A HISTORIC season at Old 
Trafford as Manchester 
United became the first Eng¬ 
lish club to achieve the tre¬ 
ble. 

Not only did they win the 
Premier League for the fifth 
time in seven seasons, they 
also won the FA Cup - com¬ 
pleting their second double 
in four years - and the Cham¬ 
pions League. 

On a famous night against 
Bayern Munich, United 
score twice late on through 
Teddy Sheringham and 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer to be 
crowned European champi¬ 
ons for the first time since 
1968. 

Arsenal pushed Unit¬ 
ed close in the title race, 
though, and in finishing 
runners-up had the same 
points tally (78) as they 
had in winning the title 12 
months earlier. 

Had United not beaten 
Tottenham on the final day - 
they did so 2-1, after falling 
behind - Arsenal would have 
retained the title and the tre¬ 
ble dream would have been 
shattered. 

Saints enjoyed another 
successful battle against rel¬ 
egation, in what would go 
down in club folklore as the 
‘Great Escape’ campaign. 

Dave Jones’ men had start¬ 
ed the season woefully, pick¬ 
ing up only a solitary point 
from eight matches. They 
were blitzed 5-0 at newly 
promoted Charlton - who 
ended up going down - and 
4-0 at Newcastle and only 
managed three wins before 
January 1. 

And relegation was look¬ 
ing a possibility when 
Leicester took the lead at 
The Dell in Saints’ third 
from last game of the sea¬ 
son. But Chris Marsden 
levelled and James Beattie 
struck a 74th minute winner. 

Thousands of Saints fans 
then descended on Selhurst 
Park to see Saints beat Crys¬ 
tal Palace’s tenants Wimble¬ 
don 2-0 to give their pros¬ 
pects of avoiding the drop 
another huge boost. 

Marian Pahars then 
struck twice on the final day 
against Everton as Saints 
completed the ‘Great Es¬ 
cape’. 

One of the clubs who did 



Saints celebrate their 'Great Escape' season success against Wimbledon at Selhurst Park. 



Saints centre half Claus Lundekvam battles for possession with Liverpool's 
Michael Owen. 


go down, though, were Blackburn rock bottom, but Brian Kidd - who 
- champions just four years ear- had been Alex Ferguson’s as- 
lier. Rovers had sacked Roy Hodg- sistant at Old Trafford - couldn’t 
son in November when they were keep them up. 



Jason Dodd celebrates Saints' 
second goal in the late season win 
at Selhurst Park. 



Matt Le Tissier and David Hughes 
celebrate Saints' crucial late season 
victory at Wimbledon. 
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Dave Jones during his time as Saints manager. 


Hoddle makes a 
surprise return 


How they finished 



P 

W D L F 

A Pts 

Man United 

38 

28 7 3 97 

45 

91 

Arsenal 

38 

22 7 9 73 

43 

73 

Leeds United 

38 

21 611 58 

43 

69 

Liverpool 

38 

19 10 9 51 

30 

67 

Chelsea 

38 

18 11 9 53 

34 

65 

Aston Villa 

38 

15 131046 

35 

58 

Sunderland 

38 

16 1012 57 

56 

58 

Leicester City 

38 

16 7 15 55 

55 

55 

West Ham 

38 

15 1013 52 

53 

55 

Tottenham 

38 

15 8 15 57 

49 

53 

Newcastle 

38 

14 1014 63 

54 

52 

Middlesbrough 38 

14 1014 46 

52 

52 

Everton 

38 

12 1412 59 

49 

50 

Coventry City 

38 

12 8 18 47 

54 

44 

SAINTS 

38 

12 8 18 45 

62 

44 

Derby County 

38 

9 11 18 44 

57 

38 

Bradford City 

38 

9 9 20 38 

68 

36 

Wimbledon 

38 

7 12 19 46 

74 

33 

Sheffield Wed 

38 

8 7 23 38 

70 

31 

Watford 

38 

6 6 26 35 

77 

24 


Top goalscorers 


Kevin Phillips (Sunderland) 30 
Alan Shearer (Newcastle) 23 

Dwight Yorke (Man United) 22 

Michael Bridges (Leeds) 19 

Andy Cole (Man United) 19 

Thierry Henry (Arsenal) 19 


Average attendances 


1999/00 


ANOTHER Premier League sea¬ 
son, another Manchester United 
title victory. 

This time Alex Ferguson’s men 
were runaway winners, with an 
18-point cushion over runners-up 
Arsenal - the largest points mar¬ 
gin in PL history 

For the second season run¬ 
ning, they only lost three games 
and this latest title success was 
the club’s sixth in eight Premier 
League seasons. 

Down at The Dell, Saints were 
involved in one of the campaign’s 
main talking points. 

Chairman Rupert Lowe and his 
board of directors decided to put 
manager Dave Jones on ‘garden¬ 
ing leave’ in January to concen¬ 
trate on clearing his name in con¬ 
nection with child abuse charges. 

He was replaced by Glenn Hod¬ 
dle, who was back in football man¬ 
agement for the first time since he 
was forced to resign as England 
national boss for his comments 
regarding disabled people in a na¬ 
tional newspaper. 

Saints had won three of their 
first five league games - by their 
standards, a great start to a Pre¬ 
mier League season - but won just 
twice in their next 17 matches. 

A 5-0 thrashing at Newcastle 
United in January was followed 
by a much needed 2-0 home win 
against Everton, who Jones 
used to play for. But that was to 
be Jones’ last game in charge of 
Saints. 

At the time it seemed unlikely 
that he would ever be back at The 
Dell - how could he? - and after all 
charges against him were eventu¬ 
ally dropped that was the case. 



Saints chairman Rupert Lowe sporting a huge black eye at a press 
conference to unveil Glenn Hoddle as manager. Lowe said he picked up the 
injury playing hockey, but there was speculation he had been hit by Dave 
Jones' wife. 


Hoddle won his first two games 
in charge but a few weeks later, 
making a return to former club 
Tottenham, saw Saints thrashed 
7-2. 

They were never in danger of 
relegation, however, and a last- 
day 2-0 home win over Wimble¬ 
don (featuring Wayne Bridge’s 
first ever Saints goal) consigned 
the Londoners to relegation (as 
a result of Bradford City staying 


up by beating Liverpool 1-0 on the 
same day). 

Elsewhere, Sunderland finished 
seventh with ex-Saints trainee 
Kevin Phillips winning the Eu¬ 
ropean Golden Boot for scoring 
30 top flight goals for Peter Reid’s 
Black Cats. 

Sheffield Wednesday were rel¬ 
egated after a season which in¬ 
cluded an 8-0 defeat at Newcastle, 
where ex-Saint Alan Shearer net¬ 
ted five times. 



Wayne Bridge 


Man United 

58,014 

Liverpool 

44,074 

Sunderland 

41,375 

Leeds United 

39,155 

Arsenal 

38,033 

Newcastle 

36,333 

Tottenham 

34,912 

Everton 

34,828 

Chelsea 

34,532 

Middlesbrough 

33,393 

Aston Villa 

31,697 

Derby County 

29,351 

West Ham 

25,093 

Sheffield Wed 

24,855 

Coventry City 

20,809 

Leicester City 

19,827 

Watford 

18,544 

Bradford City 

18,030 

Wimbledon 

17,157 

SAINTS 

15,132 

Seasonal records 


Biggest home win 

Newcastle United 8-0 Sheffield Wednesday 

Biggest away win 

Derby County 0-5 Sunderland 

Highest scoring 

West Ham United 5-4 Bradford City 
Tottenham Hotspur 7-2 Saints 

Longest winning run 

11 games - Manchester United 

Longest unbeaten run 

16 games-Chelsea 

Longest winless run 

11 games-Sunderland, Watford 

Longest losing run 

8 games-Wimbledon 

Highest attendance 

61,619 - Manchester United v Derby County 

Lowest attendance 

8,248 - Wimbledon v Sheffield Wednesday 
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Matt Le Tissier wheels away after scoring against Arsenal. 


How they finished 



P 

W D L F 

A 

Pts 

Man United 

38 

24 8 6 79 

31 

80 

Arsenal 

38 

20 10 8 63 

38 

70 

Liverpool 

38 

20 9 9 71 

39 

69 

Leeds United 

38 

20 8 10 64 

43 

68 

Ipswich Town 

38 

20 6 12 57 

42 

66 

Chelsea 

38 

17 1011 68 

45 

61 

Sunderland 

38 

15 12 11 46 

41 

57 

Aston Villa 

38 

13 15 10 46 

43 

54 

Charlton 

38 

14 1014 50 

57 

52 

SAINTS 

38 

14 1014 40 

48 

52 

Newcastle 

38 

14 9 15 44 

50 

51 

Tottenham 

38 

13 1015 47 

54 

49 

Leicester City 

38 

14 6 18 39 

51 

48 

Middlesbrough 38 

9 1514 44 

44 

42 

West Ham 

38 

10 121645 

50 

42 

Everton 

38 

11 918 45 

59 

42 

Derby County 

38 

10 1216 37 

59 

42 

Man City 

38 

8 10 20 41 

65 

34 

Coventry 

38 

8 10 20 36 

63 

34 

Bradford 

38 

5 11 22 30 

70 

26 


Top goalscorers 


Jimmy F Hasselbiank (Chelsea) 23 
Marcus Stewart (Ipswich) 19 

Thierry Henry (Arsenal) 17 

Mark Viduka (Leeds) 17 

Michael Owen (Liverpool) 16 

Average attendances 


Man United 67,490 

Newcastle 51,309 

Sunderland 46,791 

Liverpool 43,699 

Leeds United 38,974 

Arsenal 37,975 

Tottenham 35,195 

Chelsea 34,700 

Everton 34,135 

Man City 34,058 

Aston Villa 31,597 

Middlesbrough 30,747 

Derby County 28,551 

West Ham 25,697 

Ipswich Town 22,532 

Coventry City 20,582 

Leicester City 20,452 

Charlton 20,023 

Bradford City 18,511 

SAINTS 15,115 


Seasonal records 


Biggest home win 

Manchester United 6-0 Bradford City 

Biggest away win 

Charlton Athletic 0-4 Liverpool 
Manchester City 0-4 Arsenal 
Derby County 0-4 Chelsea 
Manchester City 0-4 Leeds United 
Derby County 0-4 Liverpool 

Highest scoring 

Arsenal 5-3 Charlton Athletic 

Longest winning run 

8 games - Manchester United 

Longest unbeaten run 

13 games - Leeds United 

Longest winless run 

13 games - Bradford City, Derby County 

Longest losing run 

8 games - Leicester City 

Highest attendance 

67,637 - Manchester United v Coventry City 

Lowest attendance 

15,523 - Bradford City v Coventry City 


Another season, another 
Saints managerial change. 

And, like the previous sea¬ 
son, Rupert Lowe and his 
board could have done with¬ 
out this one as well. 

After bringing in Glenn 
Hoddle to replace Dave 
Jones in January 2000, less 
than 16 months later the for¬ 
mer England boss walked 
out on Saints to take over 
at Tottenham, where he en¬ 
joyed legendary status. 

Lowe was furious, but was 
powerless to stop Hoddle go¬ 
ing. 

After a typically slow 
Saints start - just two wins 
in the first 11 league games 
- the team had improved and 
were enjoying a great run. 

A 1-0 home win over Ever¬ 
ton in mid March was the 
club’s fifth in a row in the 
league - and the seventh 
league game in succession 
where goalkeeper Paul 
Jones had kept a clean sheet. 

But the match against the 
Toffees was to be Hoddle’s 
last in charge. 

When Saints next walked 
out at The Dell, to face Ip¬ 
swich in early April, Hod¬ 
dle’s coach Stuart Gray was 
in caretaker charge. 

A Marcus Stewart hat- 
trick gave George Burley’s 
Tractor Boys a 3-0 win, and 
Saints also failed to score in 
the next four league match¬ 
es under Gray as well (pick¬ 
ing up just one point). 

The season ended memo¬ 
rably, though, with two 
home wins in the last two 
league games ever to take 
place at The Dell. 


First, champions Manchester 
United were beaten 2-1 before 
Matt Le Tissier brought the cur¬ 
tain down on the stadium with a 
sensational last minute winner 
against Arsenal. Le Tissier’s goal 
remains one of the most iconic 
moments of Saints’ Premier 
League history, if not the club’s 
entire history. 

Alex Ferguson became the first 
manager to win three successive 
English league titles with the 
same club, as United won the Pre¬ 
mier League for the seventh time 
in nine seasons. 

Manager of the season, though, 
was Burley as Ipswich, 12 months 


after winning promotion via the 
play-offs, claimed a remarkable 
fifth place finish. 

Sunderland were seventh for 
the second season running, with 
Peter Reid the highest placed Eng¬ 
lish manager in the top flight. 

Promoted Charlton finished 
ninth, their highest finish since 
the 1950s, while the other promot¬ 
ed side, Manchester City, went 
straight back down again. That 
meant in the space of seven sea¬ 
sons City had been relegated four 
times and promoted twice. 

Coventry, under Gordon Stra- 
chan, were relegated after 34 suc¬ 
cessive seasons in the top flight. 




Matt Le Tissier about score Saints' winner in the final game at The Dell. Chris Marsden watches on as Le Tissier's shot is goal-bound. 

Le Tissier provides a 

stunning Dell finale 

2000/01 



Paul Jones. 
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Matt Le Tissier and Ted Bates wave to the crowds during the first 
game at St Mary's, a friendly against Espanyol. 



Wayne Bridge with Frank Lampard in the first league game at St Mary's. 


How they finished 



P 

W D L F 

A Pts 

Arsenal 

38 

26 9 3 79 

36 

87 

Liverpool 

38 

24 8 6 67 

30 

80 

Man United 

38 

24 5 9 87 

45 

77 

Newcastle 

38 

21 8 9 74 

52 

71 

Leeds United 

38 

18 12 8 53 

37 

66 

Chelsea 

38 

17 13 8 66 

38 

64 

West Ham 

38 

15 8 15 48 

57 

53 

Aston Villa 

38 

12 1412 46 

47 

50 

Tottenham 

38 

14 8 16 49 

53 

50 

Blackburn 

38 

12 1016 55 

51 

46 

SAINTS 

38 

12 9 17 46 

54 

45 

Middlesbrough 

38 

12 9 17 35 

47 

45 

Fulham 

38 

10 1414 36 

44 

44 

Charlton 

38 

10 1414 38 

49 

44 

Everton 

38 

11 1017 45 

57 

43 

Bolton 

38 

9 13 16 44 

62 

40 

Sunderland 

38 

10 1018 29 

51 

40 

Ipswich 

38 

9 9 20 41 

64 

36 

Derby 

38 

8 62433 

63 

30 

Leicester 

38 

5 13 20 30 

64 

28 


Troubling start to 
Saints' new era 


Top goalscorers 

Thierry Henry (Arsenal) 24 

Jimmy F Hasselbaink (Chelsea) 23 

Ruud Van Nistelrooy (Man U) 23 

Alan Shearer (Newcastle) 23 

Michael Owen (Liverpool) 19 

Ole G Solskjaer (Man United) 17 

Average attendances 


2001/02 


IT was a new era at Saints, follow¬ 
ing the move to the 32,000 all-seat- 
er St Mary’s Stadium. 

Overnight, the club were able to 
double their attendances - going 
from the lowest average crowd 
in the top flight to one of around 
30,000. 

But the move was not without 
its teething troubles, to say the 
least. 

Saints lost their first three 
league games at their new home, 
and after losing six times in his 
first eight league games as the 
club’s permanent manager Stuart 
Gray was sacked in October. 

In came Gordon Strachan, 
hardly a popular choice with fans 
after presiding over Coventry’s 
Premier League relegation a few 
months earlier. 

Yet Strachan improved Saints’ 
fitness and discipline and the club 
began to climb away from the rel¬ 
egation area. 

At the sixth time of asking, 
Saints won at St Mary’s - beating 
Charlton 1-0 thanks to a Marian 
Pahars goal. They also won the 
next two, including a 1-0 success 
against Glenn Hoddle’s Totten¬ 
ham with James Beattie on target. 

Though Saints only won three 
out of their last 14 league match¬ 
es, they still finished 11th - nine 
points above the relegation area. 

Arsenal clinched their second 
Premier League title after win¬ 
ning at Old Trafford in their pe¬ 
nultimate game of the season. 

Arsene Wenger went on to win 
his second league and cup double, 
and the third in Arsenal’s history. 

For the first time in the history 
of the Premier League, all three 



Gordon Strachan is welcomed to St Mary's by chairman 
Rupert Lowe. 


promoted teams avoided 
relegation - Fulham, Bol¬ 
ton and Graeme Souness’ 
Blackburn Rovers. 

Fulham had splashed 
out £34 million on new 
players during the close 
season, after going from 
League 2 to the top flight 
in just four years under 
owner Mohamed Al- 
Fayed. 


Bolton hit top spot af¬ 
ter winning their first 
three games, but Sam Al- 
lardyce’s men could not 
sustain such form and 
Wanderers finished 16th. 

Blackburn were the 
most successful of the 
promoted sides, finish¬ 
ing 10th and lifting the 
League Cup by beating 
Tottenham 2-1 in the final. 



Saints legend Ted Bates officially opens St Mary's 
in the summer of 2001. 


Man United 

67,558 

Newcastle 

51,373 

Sunderland 

46,744 

Liverpool 

43,389 

Leeds United 

39,752 

Chelsea 

39,030 

Arsenal 

38,044 

Aston Villa 

35,012 

Tottenham 

35,001 

Everton 

33,530 

West Ham 

31,570 

SAINTS 

30,633 

Derby County 

29,816 

Middlesbrough 

28.459 

Blackburn Rovers 

25,976 

Bolton 

25,097 

Ipswich Town 

24,426 

Charlton 

24,165 

Leicester City 

19,835 

Fulham 

19,550 

Seasonal 

records 


Biggest home win 

Blackburn Rovers 7-1 West Ham United 

Biggest away win 

Ipswich Town 0-6 Liverpool 

Highest scoring 

Tottenham 3-5 Manchester United 
Blackburn Rovers 7-1 West Ham United 
Charlton Athletic 4-4 West Ham United 
West Ham United 3-5 Manchester United 
Newcastle United 6-2 Everton 

Longest winning run 

13 games-Arsenal 

Longest unbeaten run 

21 games-Arsenal 

Longest winless run 
16 games-Leicester City 

Longest losing run 

7 games-Derby County 

Highest attendance 

67,638 - Manchester United v Middles¬ 
brough 

Lowest attendance 

15,412- Leicester City v Middlesbrough 
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How they finished 




P 

Man United 

38 

Arsenal 

38 

Newcastle 

38 

Chelsea 

38 

Liverpool 

38 

Blackburn 

38 

Everton 

38 

SAINTS 

38 

Man City 

38 

Tottenham 

38 

Middlesbrough 38 

Charlton 

38 

Birmingham 

38 

Fulham 

38 

Leeds United 

38 

Aston Villa 

38 

Bolton W 

38 

West Ham 

38 

WBA 

38 

Sunderland 

38 


W D L F A Pts 
25 8 5 74 34 83 
23 9 6 85 42 78 
21 6 11 63 48 69 
19 10 9 68 38 67 
18 10 10 61 41 64 

16 12 10 52 43 60 

17 8 13 48 49 59 

13 13 12 43 46 52 
15 6 17 47 54 51 

14 8 16 51 62 50 

13 1015 48 44 49 

14 7 17 45 56 49 
13 9 16 41 49 48 

13 9 16 41 50 48 

14 5 19 58 57 47 
12 9 17 42 47 45 
10 1414 41 51 44 
10 12 16 42 59 42 

6 8 24 29 65 26 
4 7 27 21 65 19 


Top goalscorers 

Ruud Van Niistlerooy (Man U) 25 
Thierry Henry (Arsenal) 24 

James Beatie (Saints) 23 

Mark Viduka (Leeds) 20 

Michael Owen (Liverpool) 19 

Alan Shearer (Newcastle) 17 

Nicolas Anelka (Man City) 15 

Gianfranco Zola (Chelsea) 14 


Robert Pires (Arsenal) 14 

Harry Kewell (Leeds United) 14 

Paul Scholes (Man Utd) 14 

Average attendances 

Man United 67,602 

Newcastle 51,923 

Liverpool 43,243 

Chelsea 39,770 

Sunderland 39,698 

Leeds United 39,120 

Everton 38,481 

Arsenal 38,042 

Tottenham 35,897 

Aston Villa 34,975 

Manchester City 34,565 

West Ham United 34,432 

Middlesbrough 31,025 

SAINTS 30,80 

Birmingham City 28,883 

West Brom 26,731 

Charlton 26,256 

Blackburn 26,226 

Bolton 25,017 

Fulham 16,705 


Seasonal records 

Biggest home win 

Chelsea 5-0 Manchester City 
Arsenal 6-1 Saints 

Biggest away win 

West Bromwich Albion 0-6 Liverpool 

Highest scoring 

Manchester United 5-3 Newcastle United 
Newcastle United 2-6 Manchester United 

Longest winning run 

7 games - Liverpool 

Longest unbeaten run 

18 games - Manchester United 

Longest winless run 

20 games-Sunderland 

Longest losing run 

15 games-Sunderland 

Highest attendance 

67,721 - Manchester United 4-1 Charlton 
Athletic 

Lowest attendance 

14,017 - Fulham 0-4 Blackburn Rovers 


2002/03 

Manchester United ended 
the campaign as Premier 
League champions for the 
eighth time in eleven years. 

That was an achievement 
made all the more remark¬ 
able by virtue of defending 
champions Arsenal having 
been in the lead by eight 
points in early March. 

The top two teams boasted 
the leading two top flight 
scorers - Ruud van Nistel- 
rooy and Thierry Henry. 

But the third highest scor¬ 
er was a Saints player - 23- 
goal James Beattie. 

The striker had started a 
glorious run of 15 goals in 14 
league matches in mid Octo¬ 
ber - a purple patch featur¬ 
ing a hat-trick against Ful¬ 
ham at St Mary’s as Saints 
came from 0-2 down to win 
4-2. 

Beattie’s great run of form 
saw him make his senior 
international England de¬ 
but against Australia at Up¬ 
ton Park in February 2003 
- Wayne Rooney, then just 
17, made his debut the same 
evening. 

Beattie also scored twice 
in a thrilling 3-2 home win 
over Arsenal in November, 
a game which featured £3m 
striker Agustin Delgado’s 
only ever league goal for the 
hosts. 

Saints travelled to Man¬ 
chester City on the last day 
of the season, cast in the 
role of potential party poop- 
ers as the hosts celebrated 
the last ever league game at 
Maine Road. 

And poop it they did, as 
a goal from centre half Mi- 



Jo Tessem bundles in his winning goal against Sunderland in December. 


Agustin Delgado in action against Arsenal's Sol Campbell. 


Beattie stars as Saints 
claim a record finish 



James Beattie lifts Fabrice Fernandes after scoring a penalty against Arsenal. 


chael Svensson saw Saints leap 
three places on the final day to 
end up eighth. 

At the time, it was the highest 
position in the club’s Premier 
League history - and helped ce¬ 
ment Strachan’s place in St 
Mary’s folklore. 

Of course, Saints’ run to the FA 
Cup final - and a 1-0 loss to Ar¬ 
senal - provided a host of great 
memories to go alongside Beat¬ 
tie’s superb league form. 

Down at the bottom of the table, 
West Ham United manager Glenn 
Roeder was forced to take sick 
leave in mid-April after being di¬ 
agnosed with a brain tumour dur¬ 


ing a league match against Mid¬ 
dlesbrough at Upton Park. 

Hammers legend Sir Trevor 
Brooking took temporary charge 
for the remaining three matches. 
Despite Brooking’s efforts, the 
Hammers failed to beat the drop 
after drawing against Birming¬ 
ham on the final day of the sea¬ 
son. 

In the end, West Ham went 
down with 42 points - only four 
less than Saints managed in fin¬ 
ishing eighth under Claude Puel 
last term! 

No club in PL history has ever 
been relegated with as many 
points, either before or since. 


Michael Svensson 
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James Beattie scores the winner against Manchester United at St Mary's. 


How they finished 



P 

Arsenal 

38 

Chelsea 

38 

Man United 

38 

Liverpool 

38 

Newcastle 

38 

Aston Villa 

38 

Charlton 

38 

Bolton 

38 

Fulham 

38 

Birmingham 

38 

Middlesbrough 38 

SAINTS 

38 

Portsmouth 

38 

Tottenham 

38 

Blackburn 

38 

Manchester City 38 

Everton 

38 

Leicester 

38 

Leeds United 

38 

Wolves 

38 


W D L F A Pts 
26 12 0 73 26 90 
24 7 7 67 30 79 
23 6 9 64 35 75 
16 12 10 55 37 60 

13 17 8 52 40 56 
15 11 12 48 44 56 

14 11 13 51 51 53 
14 11 13 48 56 53 
14 10 14 52 46 52 

12 14 12 43 48 50 

13 9 16 44 52 48 
12 11 15 44 45 47 

12 9 17 47 54 45 

13 6 19 47 57 45 
12 8 18 51 59 44 

9 14 15 55 54 41 
9 12 17 45 57 39 

6 15 17 48 65 33 
8 9 21 40 79 33 

7 12 19 38 77 33 


'Invincibles' rewrite 
the record books 


2003/04 


This was the season of ‘the Invin¬ 
cibles’. 

Arsene Wenger’s Arsenal won 
their third Premier League title 
after going through the entire sea¬ 
son without a single defeat. 

The Gunners were the first team 
ever to do so in a 38-game league 
season and the second team over¬ 
all - the first was Preston North 
End in 1889,115 years earlier, dur¬ 
ing a 22-game league season. 

But a few miles down the road, 
something was stirring at Stam¬ 
ford Bridge. 

The summer of 2003 had seen 
Roman Abramovich pitch up as 
Chelsea’s new owner, and he was 
determined to spend big. 

Having qualified for the Cham¬ 
pions’ League the previous sea¬ 
son, the Blues were bolstered by 
a £100 million outlay on world- 
class players - including Saints 
left back Wayne Bridge, who costs 
£7m. 

At St Mary’s, Gordon Strachan 
caused a major shock in February 
when he revealed he would not be 
staying on after his contract ex¬ 
pired in the summer. 

A few weeks later, with his posi¬ 
tion now untenable, he resigned. 

While some of his board wanted 
to bring Glenn Hoddle back as 
manager, chairman Rupert Lowe 
was unsure what impact that 
would have on some sections of 
the fanbase. 

So, for the second time in his 
chairmanship, he dived down 
into the third tier to find a new 
manager - in this case Plymouth 
Argyle’s Paul Sturrock. 

He began well, as goals from 
James Beattie and Kevin Phillips 
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Marian Pahars celebrates his goal in the 3-0 win against Pompey 


gave Saints 2-0 win over Liverpool 
at St Mary’s. 

Results, though, were generally 
inconsistent as Saints finished 
13th. 

At least they were still the south 
coast’s top dogs, finishing above 
Harry Redknapp’s Pompey. 

Highlight of the season had been 
a 3-0 caning of their arch rivals at 
St Mary’s just before Christmas - 
a result that took Saints into the 


giddy heights of fourth. 

Not far behind was September’s 
3-1 win at White Hart Lane, which 
had led to Hoddle’s sacking 24 
hours later. 

Wolves and Leicester followed 
the trend of many other promoted 
PL clubs and were relegated just 
one season. Leeds also went down 
just three seasons after they had 
reached the Champions League 
semi finals. 


Top goalscorers 


Thierry Henry (Arsenal) 


30 

Alan Shearer (Newcastle) 

22 

Louis Saha (Man United/ 


Fulham) 


20 

Ruud Van Nistelrooy (Man U) 

20 

Mikael Forssell (Birmingham) 

17 

Nicolas Anelka (Man City) 

16 

Juan Pablo Angel (Aston Villa) 

16 

Michael Owen (Liverpool) 

16 

Yakubu (Portsmouth) 


16 

James Beatie (Saints) 


14 

Average attendances 

Man United 

67,641 


Newcastle 

51,966 


Man City 

46,834 


Liverpool 

42,706 


Chelsea 

41,234 


Everton 

38,837 


Arsenal 

38,079 


Leeds United 

36,666 


Aston Villa 

36,622 


Tottenham 

34,876 


SAINTS 

31,699 


Leicester City 

30,983 


Middlesbrough 

30,398 


Birmingham City 

29,076 


Wolves 

28,874 


Bolton 

26,795 


Charlton 

26,293 


Blackburn 

24,376 


Portsmouth 

20,108 


Fulham 

16,342 


Seasonal records 



Biggest home win 

Portsmouth 6-1 Leeds United 
Chelsea 5-0 Newcastle United 
Arsenal 5-0 Leeds United 

Biggest away win 

Wolves 0-5 Chelsea 
Leicester City 0-5 Aston Villa 

Highest scoring 

Manchester City 6-2 Bolton Wanderers 
Tottenham 4-4 Leicester City 
Middlesbrough 5-3 Birmingham City 

Longest winning run 

9 games-Arsenal 

Longest unbeaten run 

38 games-Arsenal 

Longest winless run 

14 games - Manchester City 

Longest losing run 

6 games - Leeds United 

Highest attendance 

67,758 - Manchester United v Saints 

Lowest attendance 

13,981 - Fulham v Blackburn Rovers 



James Beattie scores in the 2-0 home win over Liverpool. 



Paul Sturrock 
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How they finished 


p 

Chelsea 38 

Arsenal 38 

Man United 38 

Everton 38 

Liverpool 38 

Bolton 38 

Middlesbrough 38 
Man City 38 

Tottenham 38 

Aston Villa 38 

Charlton 38 

Birmingham 38 

Fulham 38 

Newcastle 38 

Blackburn 38 

Portsmouth 38 

WBA 38 

Crystal Palace 38 

Norwich 38 

SAINTS 38 


W D L F A Pts 
29 8 1 72 15 95 
25 8 5 87 36 83 
22 11 5 58 26 77 
18 7 13 45 46 61 
17 7 14 52 41 58 
16 10 12 49 44 58 
14 13 11 53 46 55 

13 13 12 47 39 52 

14 10 14 47 41 52 
12 11 15 45 52 47 
12 10 16 42 58 46 

11 12 15 40 46 45 

12 8 18 52 60 44 
10 1414 47 57 44 

9 15 14 32 43 42 
10 9 19 43 59 39 

6 16 16 36 61 34 

7 12 19 41 62 33 
7 12 19 42 77 33 
6 14 18 45 66 32 



Claus Lundekvam reacts after Saints had hit the crossbar in their final game Henri Camara scores a last minute winner for Saints against Norwich 

of the season against Manchester United at St Mary's. in late April, but Harry Redknapp couldn't keep the club up. 


Top goalscorers 


Thierry Flenry (Arsenal) 


25 

Andy Johnson (Crystal Palace) 

21 

Robert Pires (Arsenal) 


14 

Jermain Defoe (Tottenham) 

13 

Jimmy F Hasselbaink (Mboro) 

13 

Frank Lamapard (Chelsea) 

13 

Yakubu (Portsmouth) 


13 

Andy Cole (Fulham) 


12 

Peter Crouch (Saints) 


12 

Eiour Guojohnsen (Chelsea) 

12 

Average attendances 

Man United 

67,748 


Newcastle 

51,844 


Man City 

45,192 


Liverpool 

42,587 


Chelsea 

41,870 


Arsenal 

37,979 


Aston Villa 

37,354 


Everton 

36,834 


Tottenham 

35,926 


Middlesbrough 

32,012 


SAINTS 

30,610 


Birmingham City 

28,760 


Charlton 

26,403 


Bolton 

26,006 


West Brom 

25,987 


Norwich City 

24,350 


Crystal Palace 

24,103 


Blackburn Rovers 

22,315 


Portsmouth 

20,072 


Fulham 

19,838 


Seasonal records 



Biggest home win 

Arsenal 7-0 Everton 

Biggest away win 

West Bromwich Albion 0-5 Liverpool 

Highest scoring 

Tottenham Flotspur 4-5 Arsenal 

Longest winning run 

8 games-Chelsea 

Longest unbeaten run 

29 games-Chelsea 

Longest winless run 

15 games - West Bromwich Albion 

Longest losing run 

6 games - Bolton Wanderers, Tottenham 
Flotspur 

Highest attendance 

67,989 - Manchester United v Portsmouth 

Lowest attendance 

16,180 - Fulham v West Bromwich Albion 


Saints' proud record 
comes to a sad end 


2004/05 

THE season in which Saints’ 
proud record of top flight 
longevity was ended. 

Having been ever present 
in the old Division 1 and Pre¬ 
mier League since 1978, the 
club finished rock bottom of 
the PL - just two years after 
finishing eighth. 

For the first time since 
the advent of the Premier 
League in 1992, no team was 
mathematically relegated 
before the final day of the 
season. 

In each of the last three 
weekends of the season, the 
team that was bottom of 
the table at the start of the 
weekend finished it outside 
the drop zone. 

The final round of the 
season started on 15 May 
with West Bromwich Albion 
bottom, Saints and Crys¬ 
tal Palace one point ahead 
and Norwich City a further 
point ahead, in the last safe 
spot. 

West Brom, who had been 
bottom of the table and eight 
points from safety on Christ¬ 
mas Day, did their part by 
defeating Portsmouth at 
home 2-0. 

Norwich, the only side to 
have their fate completely 
in their own hands, crashed 
6-0 at Fulham and went 
down. 

Saints took the lead 
against Manchester United, 
through a Nigel Quashie 
header, but lost 2-1 and were 
relegated after 27 years in 
the top flight. 

Palace, away to south Lon¬ 
don rivals Charlton Athlet¬ 
ic, were leading 2-1 after 71 



That sinking feeling - Danny Higginbotham's body language says it all as Saints are relegated from the topflight. 


minutes, but with eight minutes 
to go Charlton’s Jonathan For¬ 
tune equalised to relegate Palace. 

As a result, West Brom stayed 
up - becoming the first club in 
Premier League history to avoid 
relegation after being bottom of 
the table at Christmas. 

Saints had endured a torrid 
season, which started when they 
parted company with boss Paul 
Sturrock by mutual consent after 
the second game, a 3-2 home win 
over Blackburn. 

Replacement Steve Wigley - sur¬ 
prisingly promoted by Rupert 
Lowe from academy manager 
- won just one of his 14 league 


games in charge before he was 
sacked in early December. 

Sensationally, Wigley was re¬ 
placed by Harry Redknapp - who 
just a few weeks earlier had been 
manager of Saints’ arch rivals 
Portsmouth. 

Redknapp had 22 games left to 
save Saints, but was unable to do 
it. 

At the other end of the table, 
Jose Mourinho’s arrival in the 
Premier League resulted in Chel¬ 
sea romping to their first PL title 
with a record 95 points. 

They won 29 of their 38 games 
- another PL record - and only suf¬ 
fered one defeat. 



Jose Mourinho 
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Kelvin Davis was in goal for Sunderland in 2005/06. 


Harry Redknapp staged a 'Great Escape' at Fratton Park in 2005/06. 


Thierry signs off 
on a real High! 


How they finished 


P 

Chelsea 38 

Man United 38 

Liverpool 38 

Arsenal 38 

Tottenham 38 

Blackburn 38 

Newcastle 38 

Bolton 38 

West Ham 38 

Wigan Athletic 38 

Everton 38 

Fulham 38 

Charlton 38 

Middlesbrough 38 

Man City 38 

Aston Villa 38 

Portsmouth 38 

Birmingham 38 

WBA 38 

Sunderland 38 


W D L F A Pts 
29 4 5 72 22 91 
25 8 5 72 34 83 
25 7 6 57 25 82 
20 7 11 68 31 67 

18 11 9 53 38 65 

19 6 13 51 42 63 
17 7 14 47 42 58 

15 11 12 49 41 56 

16 7 15 52 55 55 
15 6 17 45 52 51 
14 8 16 34 49 50 
14 6 18 48 58 48 
13 8 17 41 55 47 

12 9 17 48 58 45 

13 4 21 43 48 43 
10 12 16 42 55 42 
10 8 20 37 62 38 

8 10 20 28 50 34 
7 9 22 31 58 30 
3 6 29 26 69 15 


Top goalscorers 


Thierry Henry (Arsenal) 27 

Ruud Van Ristlerooy (Man U) 21 

Darren Bent (Charlton) 18 

Robbie Keane (Tottenham) 16 

Frank Lampard (Chelsea) 16 

Wayne Rooney (Man United) 16 

Marlon Harewood (West Ham) 14 

Craig Bellamy (Blackburn) 13 

Yakubu (Middlesbrough) 13 

Henri Camara (Wigan Athletic) 12 

Didier Drogba (Chelsea) 12 


Average attendances 


2005/06 


For the second time in two sea¬ 
sons, Jose Mourinho’s Chelsea 
triumphed in the Premier League. 

A 3-0 home win over closest 
rivals Manchester United con¬ 
firmed them as champions, but it 
was a lot closer than once thought 
possible. 

Chelsea started the season with 
nine straight league wins and 
went on to win 20 of their first 22 
matches - the only loss a 1-0 defeat 
at Old Trafford. 

A sudden collapse in form by 
mid-March caused their seeming¬ 
ly unassailable lead of 18 points 
to be cut to just seven in two 
weeks as Manchester United went 
on a ten-match winning streak, 
scoring over 30 goals. 

However, a shock draw with bot¬ 
tom of the table Sunderland at 
Old Trafford killed United’s title 
hopes. 

The momentum was back with 
Chelsea who didn’t need a second 
bite at the apple. 

Thierry Henry signed off Arse¬ 
nal’s time at Highbury with a hat- 
trick in the last league game at 
the stadium, a 4-2 success against 
Wigan. 

That meant Henry ended the 
season with 27 league goals - one 
more than the whole of the Sun¬ 
derland squad managed between 
them! 

The Black Cats - with future 
Saint Kelvin Davis in goal for 
them - recorded the worst ever 
season in the history of the Pre¬ 
mier League after picking up only 
15 points and three wins all sea¬ 
son - breaking their previous re¬ 
cord of 19 points in 2002-03. 

That record would be broken by 



Thierry Henry scored a hat-trick in the last league game at Highbury. 


Derby County in 2007-08, with a 
paltry total of 11 points and just 
one victory. 

The 2005/06 season saw two high 
profile retirements - Alan Shearer 
and Dennis Bergkamp. Ex-Saint 
Shearer retired with 260 Premier 
League goals to his name - more 
than anyone else has managed 
(including 58 penalties). 

After witnessing West Brom’s 
miraculous ‘Great Escape’ the 


previous season, Portsmouth 
completed their own version. 

With Harry Redknapp back in 
charge after quitting St Mary’s 
in November 2005, Pompey were 
eight points adrift of safety with 
less than 10 games left. But Red¬ 
knapp managed to do what he was 
unable to do at Saints and a 2-1 
win against Wigan in their penul¬ 
timate game relegated West Brom 
and Birmingham City. 



Alan Shearer 


Man United 

68,765 

Newcastle 

52,032 

Liverpool 

44,236 

Man City 

42,856 

Chelsea 

41,902 

Arsenal 

38,184 

Everton 

36,860 

Tottenham 

36,074 

Aston Villa 

34,112 

Sunderland 

33,904 

West Ham 

33,743 

Middlesbrough 

28,463 

Birmingham 

27,392 

Charlton 

26,196 

Bolton 

25,455 

West Brom 

25,404 

Blackburn 

21,015 

Fulham 

20,606 

Wigan 

20,233 

Portsmouth 

19,840 


Seasonal records 


Biggest home win 

Arsenal 7-0 Middlesbrough 

Biggest away win 

Everton 0-4 Bolton Wanderers 
Middlesbrough 0-4 Aston Villa 
Fulham 0-4 Arsenal 

Highest scoring 

Charlton Athletic 2-5 Manchester City 
Wigan Athletic 4-3 Manchester City 
Arsenal 7-0 Middlesbrough 
Blackburn Rovers 4-3 Manchester United 
Fulham 6-1 West Bromwich Albion 
Middlesbrough 4-3 Bolton Wanderers 

Longest winning run 

10 games - Chelsea, Liverpool 

Longest unbeaten run 

13 games-Chelsea 

Longest winless run 

14 games-Sunderland 

Longest losing run 

9 games-Sunderland 

Highest attendance 

73,006 - Manchester United v Charlton Ath¬ 
letic 

Lowest attendance 

16,550 - Fulham v Birmingham City 
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How they finished 


Man United 

Chelsea 

Liverpool 

Arsenal 

Tottenham 

Everton 

Bolton 

Reading 

Portsmouth 

Blackburn 

Aston Villa 


Middlesbrough 38 


Newcastle 
Man City 
West Ham 
Fulham 
Wigan 
Sheff United 
Charlton 
Watford 


W D L F 
28 5 5 83 
24 11 3 64 
20 8 10 57 
19 11 8 63 
17 9 12 57 

15 13 10 52 

16 8 14 47 
16 7 15 52 

14 12 12 45 

15 7 16 52 

11 17 1043 

12 10 16 44 
11 10 17 38 

11 9 18 29 

12 5 21 35 
8 15 15 38 

10 8 20 37 
10 8 20 32 
8 10 20 34 
5 13 20 29 


A Pts 
27 89 
24 83 
27 68 

35 68 
54 60 

36 58 
52 56 
47 55 
42 54 

54 52 
41 50 
49 46 
47 43 
44 42 

59 41 

60 39 

59 38 

55 38 

60 34 
59 28 




Carlos Tevez's transfer to West Ham ended with legal challenges. 


Shane Long made his Premier League debut for Reading in 2006/07. 


Top goalscorers 


Didier Drogba (Chelsea) 20 

Benni McCarthy (Blackburn) 18 

Cristiano Ronaldo (Man Utd) 17 

Wayne Ronney (Man United) 14 

Mark Viduka (Middlesbrough) 14 

Darren Bent (Charlton) 13 

Kevin Doyle (Reading) 13 

Dimitar Berbatov (Tottenham) 12 

Dirk Kuyt (Liverpool) 12 

Yakubu (Middlesbrough) 12 


Les miserable - Reed 
sacked by Addicks 


Average 

attendances 

Man United 

75,826 

Arsenal 

60,045 

Newcastle 

50,686 

Liverpool 

43,561 

Chelsea 

41,542 

Man City 

39,997 

Everton 

36,739 

Aston Villa 

36,214 

Tottenham 

35,739 

West Ham 

34,719 

Sheffield United 

30,512 

Middlesbrough 

27,730 

Charlton Athletic 

26,195 

Reading 

23,829 

Bolton 

23,606 

Fulham 

22,279 

Blackburn 

21,275 

Portsmouth 

19,862 

Watford 

18,751 

Wigan Athletic 

18,159 

Seasonal records 


Biggest home win 

Reading 6-0 West Ham United 

Biggest away win 

Middlesbrough 0-4 Portsmouth 
Reading 0-4 Arsenal 

Bolton Wanderers 0-4 Manchester United 
Wigan Athletic 0-4 Liverpool 
Tottenham Hotspur 0-4 Manchester Unit¬ 
ed 

Highest scoring 

Arsenal 6-2 Blackburn Rovers 

Longest winning run 

9 games - Chelsea 

Longest unbeaten run 

14 games - Chelsea 

Longest winless run 

11 games - Aston Villa, Watford, West Ham 
United 

Longest losing run 

8 games - Wigan Athletic 

Highest attendance 

76,098 - Manchester United v Blackburn 
Rovers 

Lowest attendance 

13,760 - Watford v Blackburn Rovers 


2006/07 

IT wasn’t a good season for 
Les Reed. 

The current Saints direc¬ 
tor was appointed Charlton 
boss in November after Iain 
Dowie was sacked following 
a string of poor results. 

Dowie had only been ap¬ 
pointed in the summer, after 
Alan Cuirbishley had called 
time on his successful 15- 
year managerial career a 
The Valley. 

Reed’s fate was even worse 
than Dowie’s. He only lasted 
a month before being re¬ 
placed by Alan Pardew, who 
had been sacked by West 
Ham two weeks earlier, 
shortly after the club was 
taken over by new chairman 
Eggert Magnusson. 

Pardew was unable to 
halt the Addicks’ slide into 
the Championship, though, 
while Watford and Sheffield 
United both went down just 
12 months after winning 
promotion. 

That wasn’t quite the end 
of the matter for the Blades, 
however. 

They launched a series of 
legal challenges after West 
Ham were found guilty of 
breaching Premier League 
rules regarding the signings 
of Javier Mascherano and 
Carlos Tevez. 

West Ham’s guilty plea, 
and the fact that the irregu¬ 
larities had taken place un¬ 
der the previous ownership, 
were cited as reasons for 
the club avoiding a points 
deduction as part of their 
punishment. 

They finished three points 
ahead of Sheffield United 



Les Reed had a short spell as Charlton boss in 2006/07. 


in the final reckoning - hence the 
latter’s fight for compensation fol¬ 
lowing what they saw as an unfair 
relegation. 

At the top end, Manchester 
United ended Chelsea’s dream of 
a hat-trick of Premier League ti¬ 
tles - winning the silverware for a 
ninth time in 15 years. 

There were some surprising 
names in the top ten. 

Bolton Wanderers finished sev¬ 
enth, qualifying for the UEFA 
Cup. That didn’t stop boss Sam Al- 
lardyce resigning shortly before 
the end of the season, with Sam¬ 
my Lee appointed his successor. 

Reading, in their first ever sea¬ 


son in the Premier League, were 
the only promoted club who didn’t 
go straight back down. Indeed, 
they finished eighth - thrashing 
West Ham 6-0 on the way. 

Current Saint Shane Long made 
nine league starts for the Royals 
this season, plus another 12 off 
the bench. He scored one goal. 

Harry Redknapp guided Ports¬ 
mouth into nine place - a big im¬ 
provement after the club’s first 
few years in the Premier League 
after promotion in 2002/03 were 
spent almost continually battling 
to stay up. 



Alan Pardew 
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Fernando Torres, right, scored more league goals than Derby... 


... and so did Emmanuel Adebayor, left of picture. 


The worst Premier 
League team ever 


2007/08 


Derby County defeated Saints on 
penalties en route to winning pro¬ 
motion to the Premier League via 
the 2006/07 Championship play¬ 
offs. 

It was to be the most painful 
promotion in Premier League his¬ 
tory 

The Rams were abysmal in 
2007/08, rewriting the record 
books en route to picking up just 
11 points - the worst top flight re¬ 
cord since three points for a win 
was introduced in 1981. 

The previous record PL low 
points total was Sunderland’s 15 
in 2005-06. A single win, coming 
at home against Newcastle United 
in mid-September, was a new re¬ 
cord for the fewest wins in a Pre¬ 
mier League campaign 

Derby’s 20 goals scored as a 
team - with Cristiano Ronaldo, 
Emmanuel Adebayor and Fer¬ 
nando Torres each scoring more 
goals on their own - was lower 
than the 2002-03 Black Cats’ total 
with 21 goals scored. 

The Rams also failed to score in 
21 of their 38 games 

Their -69 goal difference (20 
goals scored, 89 conceded) was 
worse than Ipswich Town’s 1994- 
95 goal difference of -57 (36 goals 
scored, 93 conceded). 

The 89 goals they conceded was 
the worst defensive performance 
by a team since Ipswich conceded 
93 goals in 1994-95. 

The 29 defeats they suffered 
equalled the 2005-06 Sunderland 
team for the most losses suffered 
in one Premier League season. 

Derby were relegated on March 
29 - the earliest any PL club has 
ever been relegated. 



Benjani (centre) in action for Portsmouth. 


At the other end of the table, 
champions Manchester United’s 
goal difference of +58 was the 
greatest ever attained in a PL 
season, beating the record set by 
Chelsea in 2004-05. 

It was United’s 10th PL title in 
16 seasons, a remarkable record 
of consistency. 

A new PL record was set at Frat- 
ton Park in September 2007 when 
Pompey beat Reading 7-4. 


Benjani scored a hat-trick for 
the hosts, and the same player 
netted another three against Der¬ 
by at the same ground in January. 

In December, Roque Santa Cruz 
(Blackburn) and Marcus Bent 
(Wigan) scored hat-tricks dur¬ 
ing Wigan’s 5-3 home win. This 
was the first occasion in Premier 
League history that two players 
on opposing teams had scored 
hat-tricks during the same match. Cristiano Ronaldo 
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How they finished 


P 


Man United 

38 

Chelsea 

38 

Arsenal 

38 

Liverpool 

38 

Everton 

38 

Aston Villa 

38 

Blackburn 

38 

Portsmouth 

38 

Manchester City 38 

West Ham 

38 

Tottenham 

38 

Newcastle 

38 

Middlesbrough 38 
Wigan Athletic 38 

Sunderland 

38 

Bolton 

38 

Fulham 

38 

Reading 

38 

Birmingham 

38 

Derby County 

38 


W D L F A Pts 
27 6 5 80 22 87 
25 10 3 65 26 85 
24 11 3 74 31 83 
21 13 4 67 28 76 
19 8 11 55 33 65 
16 12 10 71 51 60 

15 13 10 50 48 58 

16 9 13 48 40 57 
15 10 13 45 53 55 
13 10 15 42 50 49 
11 13 14 66 61 46 
11 10 17 45 65 43 
10 12 16 43 53 42 

10 10 18 34 51 40 

11 6 21 36 59 39 
9 10 19 36 54 37 
8 12 18 38 60 36 

10 6 22 41 66 36 
8 11 19 46 62 35 
1 8 29 20 89 11 


Top scorers 



Cristiano Ronaldo (Man Utd) 

31 

Fernando Torres (Liverpool) 

24 

Emm'l Adebayor (Arsenal) 

24 

Roque S Cruz (Blackburn) 

19 

Benjani- Portsmouth/ 



Manchester City) 


15 

Dimitar Berbatov (Tottenham) 

15 

Robbie Keane (Tottenham) 

15 

Yakubu (Everton) 


15 

CralosTevez (Man United) 

14 

John Carew (Aston Villa) 

13 

Average attendances 

Man United 

75,691 


Arsenal 

60,070 


Newcastle 

51,321 


Liverpool 

43,532 


Sunderland 

43,344 


Man City 

42,126 


Chelsea 

41,397 


Aston Villa 

40,029 


Everton 

36,955 


Tottenham 

35,967 


West Ham 

34,601 


Derby County 

32,432 


Middlesbrough 

26,708 


Birmingham City 

26,181 


Blackburn 

23,944 


Fulham 

23,774 


Reading 

23,585 


Bolton 

20,901 


Portsmouth 

19,914 


Wigan 

19,046 


Seasonal records 



Biggest home win 

Middlesbrough 8-1 Manchester City 

Biggest away win 

Derby County 0-6 Aston Villa 

Highest scoring 

Portsmouth 7-4 Reading 

Longest winning run 

8 games - Manchester United 

Longest unbeaten run 

21 games-Chelsea 

Longest winless run 

32 games - Derby County 

Longest losing run 

8 games - Reading, Wigan Athletic 

Highest attendance 

76,013 - Manchester United v West Ham 
United 

Lowest attendance 

14,007 - Wigan Athletic v Middlesbrough 
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How they finished 


p 

Man United 38 

Liverpool 38 

Chelsea 38 

Arsenal 38 

Everton 38 

Aston Villa 38 

Fulham 38 

Tottenham 38 

West Ham 38 

Man City 38 

Wigan Athletic 38 
Stoke City 38 

Bolton 38 

Portsmouth 38 

Blackburn 38 

Sunderland 38 

Hull City 38 

Newcastle 38 

Middlesbrough 38 
WBA 38 


W D L F A Pts 
28 6 4 68 24 90 
25 11 2 77 27 86 
25 8 5 68 24 83 
20 12 6 68 37 72 
17 12 9 55 37 63 
17 11 10 54 48 62 
14 11 13 39 34 53 
14 9 15 45 45 51 

14 9 15 42 45 51 

15 5 18 58 50 50 
12 9 17 34 45 45 
12 9 17 38 55 45 
11 8 19 41 53 41 
10 11 17 38 57 41 
10 11 17 40 60 41 

9 9 20 34 54 36 
8 11 19 39 64 35 
7 13 18 40 59 34 

7 11 20 28 57 32 

8 8 22 36 67 32 



Alan Shearer was unable to keep Newcastle up in 2008/09. 


David Moyes was voted Manager of the Year in 2008/09. 


Top goalscorers 


Nicolas Anelka (Chelsea) 19 

Cristiano Ronaldo (Man Utd) 18 

Steven Gerrard (Liverpool) 16 

Robinho (Manchester City) 14 

Fernando Torres (Liverpool) 14 

Gabriel Agbonlahor (A Villa) 12 

Darren Bent (Tottenham) 12 

Kevin Davies (Bolton) 12 

Dirk Kuyt (Liverpool) 12 

Frank Lampard (Chelsea) 12 

Wayne Rooney (Man Utd) 12 


Kevin and Harry call 
it quits yet again 


Average 

attendances 

Man United 

75,304 

Arsenal 

60,040 

Newcastle 

48,750 

Liverpool 

43,.611 

Man City 

42,899 

Chelsea 

41,588 

Sunderland 

40,168 

Aston Villa 

39,812 

Tottenham 

35,929 

Everton 

35,710 

West Ham 

33,892 

Middlesbrough 

28,429 

Stoke City 

27,020 

West Brom 

25,828 

Hull City 

24,816 

Fulham 

24,340 

Blackburn 

23,479 

Bolton 

22,486 

Portsmouth 

19,830 

Wigan Athletic 

18,350 

Seasonal records 


Biggest home win 

Manchester City 6-0 Portsmouth 

Biggest away win 

Hull City 0-5 Wigan Athletic 
Middlesbrough 0-5 Chelsea 
West Bromwich Albion 0-5 Manchester 
United 

Highest scoring 

Arsenal 4-4 Tottenham Hotspur 
Liverpool 4-4 Arsenal 

Longest winning run 

11 games - Manchester United 

Longest unbeaten run 

21 games-Arsenal 

Longest winless run 

14 games - Middlesbrough 

Longest losing run 

6 games - Blackburn Rovers, Hull City 

Highest attendance 

75,569 - Manchester United v Liverpool 

Lowest attendance 

14,169 - Wigan Athletic v West Ham United 


2008/09 

IT was a big season for man¬ 
agerial changes in the Pre¬ 
mier League. 

Just weeks into the new 
season, on September 4, and 
Kevin Keegan resigned as 
Newcastle boss for the sec¬ 
ond time. 

He was replaced by Joe 
Kinnear, who had to step 
down from his role in Febru¬ 
ary after undergoing heart 
surgery He was initially 
replaced by his assistants 
Chris Hughton and Colin 
Calderwood, before ex-Saint 
Alan Shearer was appointed 
caretaker manager in late 
March. 

It was Shearer’s first ever 
taste of management and 
certainly a baptism of fire 
- a 1-0 loss at Aston Villa 
on the final day enough to 
dump the Magpies into the 
Championship. 

Down at Tottenham, Juan- 
de Ramos was sacked in late 
October with the club bot¬ 
tom of the table. 

That set the scene for Har¬ 
ry Redknapp to quit Ports¬ 
mouth - also for a second 
time - to take over at White 
Hart Lane. His decision 
stunned Pompey support¬ 
ers, who had been celebrat¬ 
ing FA Cup final success the 
previous May along with an 
eighth placed finish. 

Arsenal legend Tony Ad¬ 
ams was immediately ap¬ 
pointed Redknapp’s replace¬ 
ment at Fratton Park, but he 
only lasted until early Feb¬ 
ruary when he was sacked 
and replaced by Paul Hart. 

Amidst all this managerial 
upheaval, Alex Ferguson 


Harry Redknapp and Kevin Keegan had an eventful time at the start of the 2008/09 Premier League season. 


continued serenely along at Old 
Trafford, hoovering up another 
Premier League title - United’s 
11th in 17 seasons. 

But that staggering achieve¬ 
ment still wasn’t good enough to 
see Fergie land the Manager of 
the Year award. That went to fel¬ 
low Scot David Moyes, who led 
Everton to back-to-back fifth- 
place finishes and the FA Cup Fi¬ 
nal. 


Manchester United goalkeeper 
Edwin van der Sar was in record 
breaking form during the season. 
He kept 21 clean sheets in 33 ap¬ 
pearances, including a record run 
of 11 consecutive clean sheets 
(1,311 minutes) from Stoke City 
in mid November 2008 to West 
Bromwich Albion at the end of 
January. 

The record unsurprisingly still 
stands. 


Tony Adams 
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Chelsea's Didier Drogba celebrates with the Premier League trophy. 


Jermain Defoe scored five goals in one half against Wigan. 


How they finished 


p 


Chelsea 

38 

Man United 

38 

Arsenal 

38 

Tottenham 

38 

Manchester City 38 

Aston Villa 

38 

Liverpool 

38 

Everton 

38 

Birmingham 

38 

Blackburn 

38 

Stoke City 

38 

Fulham 

38 

Sunderland 

38 

Bolton 

38 

Wolves 

38 

Wigan 

38 

West Ham 

38 

Burnley 

38 

Hull City 

38 

*Portsmouth 

38 


* 9 pts deducted 


W D L F A Pts 
27 5 6 103 32 86 
27 4 7 86 28 85 
23 6 9 83 41 75 
21 7 10 67 41 70 
18 13 7 73 45 67 

17 13 8 52 39 64 

18 9 11 61 35 63 
16 13 9 60 49 61 
13 11 14 38 47 50 
13 11 14 41 55 50 

11 14 13 34 48 47 

12 10 16 39 46 46 
11 11 16 48 56 44 
10 9 19 42 67 39 

9 11 18 32 56 38 
9 9 20 37 79 36 
8 11 19 47 66 35 
8 6 24 42 82 30 

6 12 20 34 75 30 

7 7 24 34 66 19 


Pompey create 
unwanted record 


Top goalscorers 


Didier Drogba (Chelsea) 29 

Wayne Rooney (Man United) 26 

Darren Bent (Sunderland) 24 

Carlos Tevez (Man City) 23 

Frank Lampard (Chelsea) 22 

Fernando Torres (Liverpool) 18 

Jermain Defoe (Tottenham) 18 

Cesc Fabregas (Arsenal) 15 

Emm'l Adebayor (Man City) 14 

Gabriel Agbonlahor (A Villa) 13 

Louis Saha (Everton) 13 


2009/10 


PORTSMOUTH created an un¬ 
wanted Premier League as their 
success story started to go badly 
wrong. 

In February 2010 they became 
the first PL club to enter admin¬ 
istration, and were docked nine 
points as a result. 

Pompey had been in the rel¬ 
egation zone virtually the entire 
season, and the points deduction 
ensured their seventh PL season 
would be their last. 

Within three years, the club 
would be playing in League 2. 

Man at the helm when Pompey 
went down was Avram Grant, 
who had taken over from the 
sacked Paul Hart towards the end 
of November. 

Chelsea won their third Pre¬ 
mier League title, becoming the 
first club to ever score a century 
of goals in a PL campaign - Did¬ 
ier Drogba top scoring in the top 
flight for a second time. 

The previous record of 97 was 
set by Manchester United in 
1999//2000 season, but Chelsea’s 
8-0 hammering of Wigan on the 
final day took their tally to 103. 

Amazingly, Chelsea had beaten 
Aston Villa 7-0 in their penulti¬ 
mate home league game - after 
putting seven past Sunderland 
and Aston Villa at Stamford 
Bridge earlier in the season! 

The title win came in anager 
Carlo Ancelotti’s first season at 
Chelsea, and he followed this up a 
week later by securing the club’s 
first FA Cup and League double 
with a win over surprise finalists 
Portsmouth at Wembley. 

Despite their dire league form, 
Pompey had stunned their former 



Carlo Ancelotti won the double for Chelsea in his first season. 


manager Harry Redknapp’s Tot¬ 
tenham in the semi final. 

Chelsea also broke the record 
for the highest PL goal difference 
in a season with +71 goals - beat¬ 
ing the previous record of +58 
goals set by Manchester United 
two years earlier. 

The title race went to the last 
day, with United runners-up. 

For Wigan, the 8-0 destruction 
at Stamford Bridge was their sec¬ 


ond thrashing in the capital of 
the season. 

The previous November they 
had conspired to let in eight sec¬ 
ond half goals to capitulate 9-1 at 
Tottenham. 

Jermain Defoe scored five times 
in the second half, including a six- 
minute hat-trick. 

Defoe had earlier scored the 
first treble of the new PL season, 
against Hull on August 19. 



Avram Grant 


Average attendances 


Man United 74,864 

Arsenal 59,927 

Man City 45,513 

Liverpool 42,864 

Chelsea 41,423 

Sunderland 40,355 

Aston Villa 38,573 

Everton 36,725 

Tottenham 35,794 

West Ham 33,683 

Wolves 28,366 

Stoke City 27,162 

Blackburn Rovers 25,428 

Birmingham City 25,246 

Hull City 24,390 

Fulham 23,909 

Bolton 21,881 

Burnley 20,654 

Portsmouth 18,249 

Wigan Athletic 18,006 


Seasonal records 


Biggest home win 

Tottenham 9-1 Wigan Athletic 
Chelsea 8-0 Wigan Athletic 

Biggest away win 

Everton 1-6 Arsenal 

Wigan Athletic 0-5 Manchester United 

Portsmouth 0-5 Chelsea 

Burnley 1-6 Manchester City 

Highest scoring 

Tottenham Hotspur 9-1 Wigan Athletic 

Longest winning run 

6 games - Arsenal, Chelsea 

Longest unbeaten run 

12 games - Birmingham City 

Longest winless run 

14 games-Sunderland 

Longest losing run 

7 games - Portsmouth 

Highest attendance 

75,316 - Manchester United 4-0 Stoke City 

Lowest attendance 

14,323 - Wigan Athletic 0-0 Portsmouth 
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How they finished 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Man United 

38 

23 

11 

4 

78 

37 

80 

Chelsea 

38 

21 

8 

9 

69 

33 

71 

Man City 

38 

21 

8 

9 

60 

33 

71 

Arsenal 

38 

19 

11 

8 

72 

43 

68 

Tottenham 

38 

16 

14 

8 

55 

46 

62 

Liverpool 

38 

17 

7 

14 

59 

44 

58 

Everton 

38 

13 

15 

10 

51 

45 

54 

Fulham 

38 

11 

16 

11 

49 

43 

49 

Aston Villa 

38 

12 

12 

14 48 

59 

48 

Sunderland 

38 

12 

11 

15 

45 

56 

47 

WBA 

38 

12 

11 

15 

56 

71 

47 

Newcastle 

38 

11 

13 

14 

56 

57 

46 

Stoke City 

38 

13 

7 

18 

46 

48 

46 

Bolton 

38 

12 

10 

16 

52 

56 

46 

Blackburn 

38 

11 

10 

17 

46 

59 

43 

Wigan Athletic 

38 

9 

15 

14 

40 

61 

42 

Wolves 

38 

11 

7 

20 

46 

66 

40 

Birmingham 

38 

8 

15 

15 

37 

58 

39 

Blackpool 

38 

10 

9 

19 

55 

78 

39 

West Ham 

38 

7 

12 

19 

43 

70 

33 


Top goalscorers 


Dimitar Berbatov (Man 

Utd) 

20 

Carlos Tevez (Man City) 


20 

Robin Van Persie (Arsenal) 

18 

Darren Bent (Sunderland/ 


Aston Villa) 


17 

Peter Odemwingie (WBA) 

15 

DJ Cambell (Blackpool) 


13 

Andy Carroll (Newcastle/ 


Liverpool) 


13 

Javier Hernandez (Man Utd) 

13 

Dirk Kuyt (Liverpool) 


13 

Florent Malouda (Chelsea) 

13 

Rafael van der Vaart (Tott'm) 

13 

Average attendances 

Man United 

75,109 


Arsenal 

60,025 


Newcastle 

47,718 


Man City 

45,905 


Liverpool 

42,820 


Chelsea 

41,435 


Sunderland 

40,011 


Aston Villa 

37,194 


Everton 

36,039 


Tottenham 

35,704 


West Ham 

33,492 


Wolves 

27,925 


Stoke City 

26,858 


Birmingham City 

25,462 


Fulham 

25,043 


Blackburn 

25,000 


West Brom 

24,683 


Bolton 

22,870 


Wigan Athletic 

16,812 


Blackpool 

15,775 


Seasonal records 



Biggest home win 

Chelsea 6-0 West Bromwich Albion 
Arsenal 6-0 Blackpool 
Newcastle United 6-0 Aston Villa 
Manchester United 7-1 Blackburn Rovers 

Biggest away win 

Wigan Athletic 0-6 Chelsea 

Highest scoring 

Manchester United 7-1 Blackburn Rovers 
Everton 5-3 Blackpool 
Newcastle United 4-4 Arsenal 

Longest winning run 

5 games-Chelsea 

Longest unbeaten run 

24 games - Manchester United 

Longest winless run 

10 games - Blackburn Rovers 

Longest losing run 

5 games - Blackpool, Bolton Wanderers, 
West Bromwich Albion, West Ham United 

Highest attendance 

75,486 - Manchester United v Bolton Wan¬ 
derers 

Lowest attendance 

14,042 - Wigan Athletic v Wolves 



Dimitar Berbatov scored three hat-tricks for Manchester United. Kenny Dalglish returned as manager of Liverpool in January 2011. 

Blackpool rocked by 
ex-Saint Walcott 


2010/11 

NEWLY promoted Black¬ 
pool topped the Premier 
League after the first game 
of the season. 

The Tangerines romped to 
a 4-0 victory against Wigan, 
but it was to be a rare high¬ 
light in a campaign where 
Ian Holloway’s side ended 
up relegated. 

The following week, in 
their first away game, they 
were hammered 6-0 at Arse¬ 
nal with ex-Saint Theo Wal¬ 
cott scoring a hat-trick. 

Also on the opening day, 
Chelsea caned West Bro¬ 
mwich Albion 6-0 - Didier 
Drogba hitting a hat-trick. 

That made it a spectacu¬ 
lar 21 goals for and none 
against in three successive 
Stamford Bridge wins, after 
the previous season had fin¬ 
ished with a 7-0 v Stoke and 
an 8-0 v Wigan. 

Andy Carroll plundered an 
early season treble for New¬ 
castle, who announced their 
return to the top flight after 
a one-year absence with a 6-0 
thrashing of Aston Villa. 

Manchester United’s Dim¬ 
itar Berbatov would prove 
to be the hat-trick king, 
though. He scored three tre¬ 
bles - one against Liverpool, 
one against Blackburn (he 
netted five in a 7-1 win at 
Old Trafford) and one in a 
5-0 win against Birmingham 
City. 

Berbatov was to end with 
20 league goals, sharing the 
Golden Boot with Carlos 
Tevez of Manchester City. 

One thing he didn’t have to 
share was the title - United 
won that for an astonishing 



Alan Pardew went from being sacked by Saints to the Premier League. 


12th time in 19 seasons. 

Despite being 12th at the time, 
Newcastle owner Mike Ashley 
sacked boss Chris Hughton in 
early December and replaced him 
with Alan Pardew. 

Pardew had been out of work 
since being sacked by Saints 
chairman Nicola Cortese at the 
end of August. 

It was a controversial appoint¬ 
ment, but life in the north east be¬ 
gan well enough for Pardew with 
a 3-1 home win over Liverpool in 
his first game. 

Blackburn sacked Sam Al- 
lardyce a week later, with contro¬ 
versial owners Venky’s appoint¬ 


ing the less high profile Steve 
Keen in his place. It would prove 
a bad move. 

Liverpool, having only ap¬ 
pointed Roy Hodgson as Rafa Be¬ 
nitez’s successor in the summer, 
sacked Hodgson in early January 
and brought back Anfield legend 
Kenny Dalglish, and one of his 
first moves was to sign Carroll for 
£35m after selling Fernando Tor¬ 
res to Chelsea for £50m. 

Avram Grant completed an un¬ 
wanted double. In charge when 
Portsmouth dropped out of the 
top flight in 2009/10, he was in 
charge of West Ham when they 
went down 12 months later. 



Andy Carroll 
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Manchester City captain Vincent Kompany with the silverware. 


Joey Barton went into meltdown after being sent off on the final day. 


How they finished 


P 


Man City 

38 

Man United 

38 

Arsenal 

38 

Tottenham 

38 

Newcastle 

38 

Chelsea 

38 

Everton 

38 

Liverpool 

38 

Fulham 

38 

WBA 

38 

Swansea City 

38 

Norwich City 

38 

Sunderland 

38 

Stoke City 

38 

Wigan 

38 

Aston Villa 

38 

QPR 

38 

Bolton 

38 

Blackburn 

38 

Wolves 

38 


W D L F A Pts 
28 5 5 93 29 89 
28 5 5 89 33 89 
21 7 10 74 49 70 
20 9 9 66 41 69 
19 8 11 56 51 65 
18 10 10 65 46 64 
15 11 12 50 40 56 
14 10 14 47 40 52 
14 10 14 48 51 52 
13 8 17 45 52 47 
12 11 15 44 51 47 
12 11 15 52 66 47 
11 12 15 45 46 45 
11 12 15 36 53 45 
11 10 17 42 62 43 

7 17 14 37 53 38 
10 7 21 43 66 37 
10 6 22 46 77 36 

8 7 23 48 78 31 

5 10 23 40 82 25 


Remarkable end 
to the title race 


Top goalscorers 


Robin Van Persie (Man Utd) 30 

Wayne Rooney (Man Utd) 27 

Sergio Aguero (Man City) 23 

Clint Dempsey (Fulham) 17 

Emmanuel Adebayor (Tott'm) 17 
Yakubu (Blackburn) 17 

Demba Ba (Newcastle) 16 

Grant Holt (Norwich) 15 

Edin Dzeko (Man City) 14 

Mario Balotelli (Man City) 13 

Pappis Cissie (Newcastle) 13 


Average attendances 


2011/12 


Put simply, the most remarkable 
end to any Premier League sea¬ 
son since the rebranding in 1992. 

Going into injury time in the fi¬ 
nal game of the season, Manches¬ 
ter United were champions. 

They had finished their season 
by winning at Sunderland, while 
Manchester City were remark¬ 
ably 2-1 down at home to 10-man 
Queens Park Rangers. 

A 39th-minute goal from Pablo 
Zabaleta, his first of the season, 
had put City into a half-time lead. 

In a dramatic second half Dji- 
bril Cisse equalised in the 48th 
minute before ex-City midfielder 
Joey Barton was sent off for el¬ 
bowing Carlos Tevez. On his way 
off the pitch, he kicked Sergio 
Aguero, attempted to headbutt 
Vincent Kompany and squared up 
to Mario Balotelli. 

Despite the numerical advan¬ 
tage, City went behind after 
Jamie Mackie gave QPR the lead 
in the 66th minute. 

Edin Dzeko equalised in the 
92nd minute and two minutes lat¬ 
er Aguero won it for City to clinch 
the title on goal difference. 

City were only the fifth club to 
win the Premier League in its 20- 
year history, and they were the 
first club to win it on goal differ¬ 
ence. 

It was also the first time a club 
previously relegated from the 
Premier League had won the title. 

All that came after United held 
an eight-point lead over City with 
just six matches left. 

Earlier in the season, City had 
amazingly gone to Old Trafford 
and won 6-1 - the ever controver¬ 
sial Mario Balotelli scoring twice. 



Man United 75,387 

Arsenal 60,000 

Newcastle 49,936 

Man City 47,045 

Liverpool 44,253 

Chelsea 41,478 

Sunderland 39,095 

Tottenham 36,026 

Aston Villa 33,873 

Everton 33,228 

Stoke City 27,226 

Norwich 26,606 

Wolves 25,672 

Fulham 25,293 

West Brom 24,793 

Bolton Wanderers 23,670 

Blackburn Rovers 22,551 

Swansea City 19,946 

Wigan Athletic 18,634 

QPR 17,295 


Seasonal records 


Biggest home win 

Manchester United 8-2 Arsenal 
Arsenal 7-1 Blackburn Rovers 
Fulham 6-0 Queens Park Rangers 

Biggest away win 

Manchester United 1-6 Manchester City 
Bolton 0-5 Manchester United 
Fulham 0-5 Manchester United 
Wolves 0-5 Manchester United 
Norwich City 1-6 Manchester City 

Highest scoring 

Manchester United 8-2 Arsenal 

Longest winning run 

8 games - Manchester United 

Longest unbeaten run 
14 games - Manchester City 

Longest winless run 

12 games-Wolves 

Longest losing run 

8 games - Wigan Athletic 

Highest attendance 

15,§21 - Manchester United 4-1 Wolves 

Lowest attendance 

15,195 - Queens Park Rangers 0-4 Bolton 
Wanderers 


Sergio Aguero is mobbed after scoring City's title winner. 


It was only the second time in 
his Old Trafford career - which 
began in November 1986 - that 
Alex Ferguson had seen one of 
his teams concede six goals. The 
other occasion was back at The 
Dell in October 1996. 

For the first time since 2001/02, 
all three promoted clubs stayed 
up - Queens Park Rangers, Nor¬ 
wich City and Swansea City. 

Harry Redknapp’s Tottenham 


finished fourth, but failed to qual¬ 
ify for the Champions League 
due to Chelsea - who finished two 
places lower - winning the tourna¬ 
ment and therefore gaining auto¬ 
matic qualification for 2012/13. 

Spurs, who had been 10 points 
ahead of Arsenal in February but 
ended up a point below them, sen¬ 
sationally sacked Redknapp a few 
days after the season ended. 


Mario Balotelli 
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How they finished 



P 

W D L F A Pts 

Man United 

38 

28 5 5 86 43 

89 

Man City 

38 

23 9 6 66 34 

78 

Chelsea 

38 

22 9 7 75 39 

75 

Arsenal 

38 

21 10 7 72 37 

73 

Tottenham 

38 

21 9 8 66 46 

72 

Everton 

38 

16 15 7 55 40 

63 

Liverpool 

38 

16 13 9 71 43 

61 

West Brom 

38 

14 7 17 53 57 

49 

Swansea 

38 

11 13 14 47 51 

46 

West Ham 

38 

12 10 16 45 53 

46 

Norwich City 

38 

10 1414 41 58 

44 

Fulham 

38 

11 10 17 50 60 

43 

Stoke City 

38 

9 15 14 34 45 

42 

SAINTS 

38 

9 14 1549 60 41 

Aston Villa 

38 

10 11 17 47 69 

41 

Newcastle 

38 

11 8 19 45 68 

41 

Sunderland 

38 

9 12 17 41 54 

39 

Wigan 

38 

9 9 20 47 73 

36 

Reading 

38 

6 10 22 43 73 

28 

QPR 

38 

4 13 21 30 60 

25 



Rickie Lambert scores a free kick in the win against Chelsea. Rickie Lambert heads home in the defeat to Manchester United. 


Top goalscorers 


Robin Van Persie (Man Utd) 26 

Luis Suarez (Liverpool) 23 

Gareth Bale (Tott'm) 21 

Christian Benteke (A Villa) 19 

Michu (Swansea City) 18 

Romelu Lukaku (WBA) 17 

Demba Ba (Chelsea/ 

Newcastle United) 15 

Dimitar Berbatov (Fulham) 15 

Rickie Lambert (Saints) 15 

Frank Lampard (Chelsea) 15 


Saints recover after 
torrid early return 


Average attendances 


Man United 

75.530 

Arsenal 

60.079 

Newcastle 

50.517 

Man City 

46.974 

Liverpool 

44.749 

Chelsea 

41.462 

Sunderland 

40.544 

Everton 

36.356 

Tottenham 

36.067 

Aston Villa 

35.060 

West Ham 

34.720 

SAINTS 

30.874 

Stoke City 

26.722 

Norwich City 

26.672 

Fulham 

25.394 

West Brom 

25.327 

Reading 

23.862 

Swansea City 

20.370 

Wigan Athletic 

19.359 

QPR 

17.779 

Seasonal records 


Biggest home win 

Chelsea 8-0 Aston Villa 

Biggest away win 

Newcastle United 0-6 Liverpool 

Highest scoring 

Arsenal 7-3 Newcastle United 
West Brom 5-5 Manchester United 

Longest winning run 

7 games - Manchester United 

Longest unbeaten run 

18 games - Manchester United 

Longest winless run 

16 games - Queens Park Rangers 

Longest losing run 

7 games - Reading 

Highest attendance 

75,605 - Manchester United 1-0 Reading 

Lowest attendance 

15,436 - Wigan Athletic 3-2 Reading 


2012/13 

SAINTS were back dining at 
the top table of English foot¬ 
ball for the first time since 
2005. 

Nigel Adkins had master¬ 
minded back-to-back pro¬ 
motions to catapult Saints 
- led by the goals of talisman 
Rickie Lambert - from the 
depths of League 1 into the 
promised land of the Pre¬ 
mier League. 

Yet the club’s return didn’t 
start too well, with Saints 
suffering a raft of defeats. 

An opening day 3-2 loss at 
defending champions Man¬ 
chester City - Lambert and 
debutant Steven Davis had 
put Saints 2-1 up at the Eti- 
had - wasn’t too bad. 

But Saints then lost at 
home to Wigan and Man¬ 
chester United before col¬ 
lapsing 6-1 at Arsenal. 

Lambert scored twice in a 
4-1 win against Aston Villa 
but Saints were bottom of 
the table after 10 games with 
only four points. 

They slowly improved, 
though, and a 3-1 win at fel¬ 
low strugglers QPR in No¬ 
vember led to Mark Hughes 
becoming the first top flight 
managerial casualty of the 
season. Ex-Saint Harry Red- 
knapp was brought in, a 
man known for saving lost 
causes (apart from his time 
at St Mary’s). 

Adkins himself was 
sacked in mid January, two 
days after Saints had come 
from 0-2 down to draw 2-2 at 
reigning European cham¬ 
pions Chelsea. In his place, 
appointed the same day, was 
little-known Argentinian 



Rickie Lambert celebrates his equaliser at Manchester City on the opening day. 


Mauricio Pochettino. 

Sacked by Espanyol a few 
months earlier, Pochettino 
quickly endeared himself to the 
fans - Saints beating Manchester 
City, Chelsea and Liverpool at St 
Mary’s inside a matter of weeks. 

From being among the early sea¬ 
son favourites for an instant rel¬ 
egation, Saints ended five points 
clear of the drop zone in 14th. 

At the top of the table, Manches¬ 
ter United won an 13th Premier 
League title in 21 seasons. 

They secured it with four games 
left as well - the first time the title 
had been decided in April since 
Chelsea seven years earlier. 


Down at the bottom, Adkins had 
quickly resurfaced at Reading af¬ 
ter being sacked by Saints. He re¬ 
placed Brian McDermott, but was 
unable to halt the Royals’ slide 
back to the Championship. 

Redknapp, too, couldn’t prevent 
QPR going down with them. 

Wigan were the third club to be 
relegated, after a 4-1 defeat to Ar¬ 
senal. This ended their eight-year 
stay in the Premier League, and 
came three days after winning the 
FA Cup. 

As a result, the Latics became 
the first ever club to win the FA 
Cup and suffer relegation in the 
same season. 



Nigel Adkins. 
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Rickie Lambert celebrates his last minute penalty winner at West Brom. 


Jay Rodriguez suffers his serious knee injury at The Etihad. 


How they finished 



P 

Man City 

38 

Liverpool 

38 

Chelsea 

38 

Arsenal 

38 

Everton 

38 

Tottenham 

38 

Man United 

38 

SAINTS 

38 

Stoke City 

38 

Newcastle 

38 

Crystal Palace 

38 

Swansea City 

38 

West Ham 

38 

Sunderland 

38 

Aston Villa 

38 

Hull City 

38 

West Brom 

38 

Norwich 

38 

Fulham 

38 

Cardiff City 

38 


W D L F A Pts 
27 5 6 102 37 86 
26 6 6 101 50 84 
25 7 6 71 27 82 
24 7 7 68 41 79 
21 9 8 61 39 72 
21 6 11 55 51 69 
19 712 64 43 64 
15 1112 54 46 56 
13 11 14 45 52 50 
15 4 19 43 59 49 
13 6 19 33 48 45 
11 9 18 54 54 42 
11 7 20 40 51 40 
10 8 20 41 60 38 
10 8 20 39 61 38 
10 7 21 38 53 37 

7 15 16 43 59 36 

8 9 21 28 62 33 

9 5 24 40 85 32 

7 9 22 32 74 30 


101 

still 


goals, but Reds 
can't win title 


Top goalscorers 

Luis Suarez (Liverpool) 

Daniel Strurridge (Liverpool) 
Yaya Toure (Man City) 
Wayne Rooney (Man Utd) 
Wilifred Bony (Swansea) 
Sergio Aguero (Manr City) 
Edin Dzeko (Man City) 

Oliver Giroud (Arsenal) 

Jay Rodriguez (Saints) 
Romelu Lukaku (Everton) 


31 

21 

20 

17 

17 

17 

16 

16 

15 

15 


2013/14 


THERE was one man missing 
when the 22nd Premier League 
season kicked off. 

Sir Alex Ferguson, the man who 
had won the title a spectacular 13 
times, had resigned as Manches¬ 
ter United manager after 27 in¬ 
credible years at Old Trafford. 

In his place, United appointed 
Everton’s David Moyes. The move 
didn’t work out, as United fin¬ 
ished seventh - their lowest ever 
PL finish - and Moyes was sacked 
a few games before the end of the 
season with Ryan Giggs appoint¬ 
ed caretaker player-manager. 

With United no longer a force, 
Manchester City, Liverpool and 
Arsenal fought out a fascinating 
title race where the lead changed 
hands 25 times - compared to just 
four times the previous season. 

Liverpool had looked favourites 
to win the PL title for the first 
time, but lost at home to Chelsea 
and then threw away a 3-0 lead to 
draw at Crystal Palace. Though 
they scored 101 goals - Luis Su¬ 
arez netting 31 of them to share 
the European Golden Boot with 
Cristiano Ronaldo - Manchester 
City ended with 102 and took their 
second title in three seasons with 
a 2-0 home win over West Ham on 
the final day. 

Under Mauricio Pochettino, 
Saints equalled their best ever PL 
finish - set in 2002/03 - by ending 
eighth. Though record signing 
Dani Osvaldo was an expensive 
flop - and sent back to Italy on 
loan in shame in January after 
headbutting skipper Jose Fonte 
in training - Jay Rodriguez flour¬ 
ished and Rickie Lambert kept on 
scoring. 



Adam Lallana's great league form won him a senior England call-up. 


Lambert, Rodriguez and Adam 
Lallana all made their senior 
England debuts in the first few 
months of the season. But Rodri¬ 
guez’s hopes of going to the World 
Cup were shattered when he suf¬ 
fered a serious knee injury at The 
Etihad in early April. 

For the first time ever, there 
were two Welsh clubs in the Pre¬ 
mier League - Cardiff having 
joined arch rivals Swansea. But 


Malky Mackay was sacked as 
the Bluebirds boss the day after 
Saints won 3-0 just after Christ¬ 
mas. Replacement Ole Gunnar 
Solksjaer was unable to keep 
them up. 

There was another managerial 
change in the top flight shortly af¬ 
ter the season ended - Pochettino 
walking out on Saints to join Tot¬ 
tenham. That set the scene for a 
remarkable summer at St Mary’s. Luis Suarez. 


Average attendances 


Man United 75,207 

Arsenal 60,013 

Newcastle 50,395 

Man City 47,075 

Liverpool 44.671 

Chelsea 41,482 

Sunderland 41,090 

Everton 37,732 

Aston Villa 36,081 

Tottenham 35,808 

West Ham 34,197 

SAINTS 30,212 

Cardiff City 27,430 

Norwich City 26,805 

Stoke City 26,137 

West Brom 25,194 

Fulham 24,977 

Crystal Palace 24,375 

Hull City 24,117 

Swansea City 20,407 


Seasonal record 


Biggest home win 

Manchester City 7-0 Norwich City 

Biggest away win 

Tottenham Hotspur 0-5 Liverpool 

Highest scoring 

Manchester City 6-3 Arsenal 
Cardiff City 3-6 Liverpool 

Longest winning run 

11 games - Liverpool 

Longest unbeaten run 

16 games - Liverpool 

Longest winless run 

9 games - Fulham, Sunderland, West Brom¬ 
wich Albion 

Longest losing run 

7 games-Crystal Palace 

Highest attendance 

75,368 - Manchester United 4-1 Aston Villa 

Lowest attendance 

19,242 - Swansea City 3-3 Stoke City 
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How they finished 


P 


Chelsea 

38 

Man City 

38 

Arsenal 

38 

Man United 

38 

Tottenham 

38 

Liverpool 

38 

SAINTS 

38 

Swansea 

38 

Stoke City 

38 

Crystal Palace 

38 

Everton 

38 

West Ham 

38 

West Brom 

38 

Leicester City 

38 

Newcastle 

38 

Sunderland 

38 

Aston Villa 

38 

Hull City 

38 

Burnley 

38 

QPR 

38 


W D L F A Pts 
26 9 3 73 32 87 
24 7 7 83 38 79 
22 9 7 71 36 75 
20 10 8 62 37 70 
19 7 12 58 53 64 
18 8 12 52 48 62 
18 6 14 54 33 60 
16 8 14 46 49 56 
15 9 14 48 45 54 
13 9 16 47 51 48 
12 11 15 48 50 47 
12 11 15 44 47 47 
11 11 16 38 51 44 
11 8 19 46 55 41 
10 9 19 40 63 39 

7 17 14 31 53 38 
10 8 20 31 57 38 

8 11 19 33 51 35 

7 12 19 28 53 33 

8 6 24 42 73 30 


Top goalscorers 

Sergio Aguero (Man City) 26 

Harry Kane (Tottenham) 21 

Diego Costa- Chelsea) 20 

Charlie Austin (QPR) 18 

Alexis Sanchez (Arsenal) 16 
Saido Berahino (West Brom) 14 

Oliver Giroud (Arsenal) 14 

Eden Hazard (Chelsea) 14 

Christian Benteke (A Villa) 13 

Graziano Pelle (Saints) 12 

Wayne Rooney (Man United) 12 
David Silva (Man City) 12 

Average attendances 


Man United 75,335 

Arsenal 59,992 

Newcastle 50,359 

Man City 45,365 

Liverpool 44,659 

Sunderland 43,157 

Chelsea 41,546 

Everton 38,406 

Tottenham 35,728 

West Ham 34,846 

Aston Villa 34,133 

Leicester City 31,693 

SAINTS 30,741 

Stoke City 27,081 

West Brom 25,064 

Crystal Palace 24,421 

Hull City 23,557 

Swansea City 20,555 

Burnley 19,131 

QPR 17,809 


Seasonal records 


Biggest home win 
Saints 8-0 Sunderland 

Biggest away win 
Swansea City 0-5 Chelsea 

Highest scoring 
Everton 3-6 Chelsea 

Longest winning run 
8 games-Arsenal 

Longest unbeaten run 
16 games-Chelsea 

Longest winless run 
13 games - Leicester City 

Longest losing run 
8 games - Newcastle United 

Highest attendance 

75,454 - Manchester United 0-1 West Brom¬ 
wich Albion 

Lowest attendance 

16,163 - Queens Park Rangers 2-2 Stoke City 
2015/16 

P W D L F A Pts 



Sadio Mane score his first goal against Aston Villa. Two more followed in Jack Cork scores one of Saints' eight goals against Sunderland on a 
very quick succession. record breaking afternoon at St Mary's. 


The Ronald is here - 
with instant impact 


2014/15 

THIS was the season we wel¬ 
comed Ronald Koeman to 
the Premier League. 

And the Dutchman made 
an instant impact after re¬ 
placing Mauricio Pochettino 
at St Mary’s. Despite losing 
five key players who had all 
followed their former man¬ 
ager out of the exit door, 
Koeman still managed to 
improve Saints’ league posi¬ 
tion to a Premier League era 
best seventh. 

He hit the ground running 
after taking over in mid- 
June, bringing in Fraser 
Forster, Graziano Pelle, 
Dusan Tadic, Sadio Mane, 
Shane Long and Florin Gar- 
dos in the biggest spending 
spree in Saints’ history. 

In addition, Ryan Ber¬ 
trand and Toby Alderwi- 
ereld were brought in on 
loan to strengthen a defence 
weakened by the loss of De- 
jan Lovren, Luke Shaw and 
Calum Chambers. 

Within five matches, 
Saints were up to second and 
they remained in the top five 
for most of the season. Why, 
after beating QPR 1-0 at Lof- 
tus Road in early February 
they were still third. 

Highlights included a 
club record 8-0 thrashing of 
Sunderland, the club’s first 
league win at Old Trafford 
since 1988, and Mane’s Pre¬ 
mier League record break¬ 
ing two minute and 56 sec¬ 
ond hat-trick against Aston 
Villa in the last home game 
of the season. 

Four defeats in their last 
six games - including one 
at Leicester, who staged a 



Graziano Pelle gives Dusan Tadic a lift after Saints score one of their eight 
goals against Sunderland. 


Great Escape to avoid the drop - 
failed to take the gloss off a great 
campaign, though, 

Jose Mourinho, now in his 
second spell at Chelsea, won his 
third PL title - the club’s fourth 
overall - thanks to 
Burnley, for the second time in 
their PL history, spent just one 
season in the top flight before suf¬ 
fering relegation while Charlie 
Austin’s 18 goals were unable to 
save Queens Park Rangers from 
the drop - just 12 months after 
they had come up. 


Former Wessex League striker 
Austin was the fourth highest 
PL scorer, behind Golden Boot 
winner Sergio Aguero, Totten¬ 
ham youngster Harry Kane, who 
scored 21 times in his break¬ 
through season under Mauricio 
Pochettino’s tutelage, and Chel¬ 
sea’s £32m striker Diego Costa. 

Manchester United, under 
Dutchman Louis van Gaal, were 
fourth - three places higher than 
in the club’s first post-Fergie sea¬ 
son. 


Ronald Koeman arrives at Saints. 
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Graziano Pelle celebrates a goal at Stamford Bridge. 


Jamie Vardy (left) in action against Saints' Jose Fonte. 


How they finished 



P 

Leicester City 

38 

Arsenal 

38 

Tottenham 

38 

Man City 

38 

Man United 

38 

SAINTS 

38 

West Ham 

38 

Liverpool 

38 

Stoke City 

38 

Chelsea 

38 

Everton 

38 

Swansea 

38 

Watford 

38 

West Brom 

38 

Crystal Palace 

38 

Bournemouth 

38 

Sunderland 

38 

Newcastle 

38 

Norwich City 

38 

Aston Villa 

38 


W D L F A Pts 
23 12 3 68 36 81 
20 11 7 65 36 71 
19 13 6 69 35 70 
19 9 10 71 41 66 
19 9 10 49 35 66 
18 91159 41 63 
16 14 8 65 51 62 
16 12 10 63 50 60 
14 9 15 41 55 51 
12 14 12 59 53 50 

11 14 13 59 55 47 

12 11 15 42 52 47 
12 9 17 40 50 45 

10 13 15 34 48 43 

11 9 18 39 51 42 
11 9 18 45 67 42 
9 12 17 48 62 39 
9 10 19 44 65 37 
9 7 22 39 67 34 
3 8 27 27 76 17 


The most amazing 
title win of them all 


Top goalscorers 


Harry Kane (Tottenham) 25 

Sergio Aguero (Man City) 24 

Jamie Vardy (Leicester City) 24 

Romelu Lukaku (Everton) 18 

Riyad Mahrez (Leicester) 17 

Oliver Giroud (Arsenal) 16 

Jermain Defoe (Sunderland) 15 

Odion Ighalo (Watford) 15 

Troy Deeney (Watford) 13 

Alexis Sanchez (Arsenal) 13 


2015/16 


Ronald Koeman did it again. 

A year after masterminding 
Saints’ highest ever Premier 
League finish - seventh - he over¬ 
saw another incredible improve¬ 
ment, this time to sixth. 

That was good enough to see 
the club qualify for the Europa 
League for the second season run¬ 
ning, and this time earning auto¬ 
matic entry to the group stages. 

For the first time in their his¬ 
tory, Saints finished above Liver¬ 
pool and they also finished above 
Chelsea, who were down in 10th. 
On their way they beat the de¬ 
fending champs 3-1 at Stamford 
Bridge. 

However impressive Saints’ 
achievements were this season, 
they could not hold the proverbial 
candle to Leicester City - the most 
unlikely Premier League champi¬ 
ons of all time. 

Following their late escape from 
relegation in the previous sea¬ 
son, many pundits had predicted 
that they would be relegated[ and 
bookmakers gave 5,000-1 odds on 
them winning the title. 

After the dismissal of manager 
Nigel Pearson, they began the 
new season with Claudio Ranieri 
in charge. The appointment did 
not go down too well, as Ranieri 
had recently been sacked as Greek 
boss after suffering a humiliating 
defeat to the Faroe Islands. 

But, in a story to warm the 
hearts of all sporting romantics, 
former non league striker Jamie 
Vardy and £400,000 signing Riyad 
Mahrez emerged as the key fig¬ 
ures in a truly incredible season. 
Vardy established a new record of 
scoring in 11 consecutive Premier 



Claudio Ranieri celebrates Leicester's amazing title victory. 


League games - including a brace 
at St Mary’s as Leicester came 
from 0-2 down to draw 2-2. 

Leicester only suffered three 
defeats in 38 games - two against 
Arsenal - and among their more 
notable wins were victories at 
Tottenham and Manchester City. 

While Ranieri celebrated, his 
former club Chelsea endured a 
torrid season, sacking manager 
Jose Mourinho in December 


while in 16th place and failing to 
qualify for European football for 
the first time in two decades. 

In another story to warm the 
hearts of romantics, Eddie 
Howe’s AFC Bournemouth avoid¬ 
ed relegation in their first season 
rubbing shoulders with the elite 
of English football. Stand-out re¬ 
sults were a 1-0 win at Stamford 
Bridge and home victories over 
Manchester United and Saints. 



Eddie Howe. 


Average attendances 

Man United 

75,286 

Arsenal 

59,944 

Man City 

54,041 

Newcastle 

49,754 

Liverpool 

43,910 

Sunderland 

43,071 

Chelsea 

41,500 

Everton 

38,124 

Tottenham 

35,776 

West Ham 

34,910 

Aston Villa 

33,690 

Leicester City 

31,998 

SAINTS 

30,751 

Stoke City 

27,534 

Norwich City 

26,972 

Crystal Palace 

24,825 

West Brom 

24,631 

Swansea City 

20,711 

Watford 

20,594 

AFC Bournemouth 

11,189 

Seasonal records 


Biggest home win 

Manchester City 6-1 Newcastle United 

Biggest away win 

Aston Villa 0-6 Liverpool 

Highest scoring 

Norwich City 4-5 Liverpool 

Longest winning run 

6 matches - Tottenham Hotspur 

Longest unbeaten run 

15 matches - Chelsea 

Longest winless run 

19 matches - Aston Villa 

Longest losing run 

11 matches-Aston Villa 

Highest attendance 

75,415 - Manchester United 2-1 Swansea 
City 

Lowest attendance 

10,863 - AFC Bournemouth 1-3 Stoke City 
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How they finished 


Chelsea 

Tottenham 

Man City 

Liverpool 

Arsenal 

Man United 

Everton 

SAINTS 

Bournemouth 

West Brom 

West Ham 

Leicester 

Stoke 

Crystal Palace 

Swansea 

Burnley 

Watford 

Hull City 

Middlesbrough 

Sunderland 


P W D L F 
38 30 3 5 85 
38 26 8 4 86 
38 23 9 6 80 
38 22 10 6 78 
38 23 6 9 77 
38 18 15 5 54 
38 17 1011 62 
38 12 10 16 41 
38 12 10 16 55 
38 12 9 17 43 
38 12 9 17 47 
38 12 8 18 48 
38 11 11 16 41 
38 12 5 21 50 


38 12 
38 11 
38 11 
38 9 


5 21 45 
7 20 39 
7 20 40 
7 22 37 


38 5 13 20 27 

38 6 6 26 29 


A Pts 
33 93 
26 86 
39 78 
42 76 
44 75 
29 69 
44 61 
48 46 

67 46 
51 45 
64 45 
63 44 
56 44 
63 41 
70 41 
55 40 

68 40 
80 34 
53 28 

69 24 


Top goalscorers 

Harry Kane (Tottenham) 29 

Romelu Lukaku (Everton) 25 

Alexis Sanchez (Arsenal) 24 

Diego Costa (Chelsea) 20 

Sergio Aguero (Man City) 20 

Deli Alii (Tottenham) 18 

Zlatan Ibrahimovic (Man Utd) 17 

Joshua King (Bournemouth) 16 

Eden Hazard (Chelsea) 16 

Fernando Llorente (Swansea) 15 

Average attendances 


Man United 75,290 

Arsenal 59,957 

West Ham 56,972 

Man City 54,019 

Liverpool 53.016 

Chelsea 41,508 

Sunderland 41,287 

Everton 39,047 

Leicester City 31,893 

Tottenham 31,639 

SAINTS 30,936 

Middlesbrough 30,449 

Stoke City 27,433 

Crystal Palace 25,161 

West Brom 23,876 

Hull City 20,761 

Swansea City 20,619 

Watford 20,571 

Burnley 20,558 

AFC Bournemouth 11,182 


Seasonal records 


Biggest home win 

AFC Bournemouth 6-1 Hull City 
Chelsea 5-0 Everton 
Liverpool 6-1 Watford 
Tottenham Hotspur 5-0 Swansea City 
Manchester City 5-0 Crystal Palace 

Biggest away win 

Hull City 1-7 Tottenham Hotspur 

Highest scoring 

Swansea City 5-4 Crystal Palace 
Everton 6-3 AFC Bournemouth 

Longest winning run 

13 matches - Chelsea 

Longest unbeaten run 

25 matches - Manchester United 

Longest winless run 

16 matches - Middlesbrough 

Longest losing run 

6 matches - Crystal Palace, Hull City, Wat¬ 
ford 

Highest attendance 

75,397 - Manchester United 0-0 West Bro¬ 
mwich Albion 

Lowest attendance 

10,890 - AFC Bournemouth 4-0 Middles¬ 
brough 





Harry Kane celebrates one of his 29 league goals. 


Dele Alii (right) scores against Saints at St Mary's. 


Conte wins battle of 
the big name bosses 


2016/17 

MOST of the pre season 
talk surrounded managerial 
changes rather than new 
signings on the pitch. 

Jose Mourinho was new in 
at Old Trafford, while across 
Manchester Pep Guardiola 
was now in charge of City. 

Chelsea had appointed for¬ 
mer Italy boss Antonio Con¬ 
te, while Ronald Koeman 
had walked out on Saints 
and moved to Everton. 
There he would take centre 
stage with another charis¬ 
matic foreigner, Liverpool’s 
Jurgen Klopp. 

Saints had gone less high 
profile and replaced the 
Dutchman with Claude 
Puel, who had never worked 
outside his native France 
before. 

Though City made a flying 
start, it was Conte’s Chelsea 
who ended up sweeping all 
before them and collecting a 
fifth PL title. 

The Blues put an early 
season thumping at Arsenal 
behind them to rattle off 13 
straight wins - including 
a 4-0 hammering of Mour- 
inho’s United at Stamford 
Bridge. 

Mauricio Pochettino’s Tot¬ 
tenham provided the only 
real challenge to Chelsea, 
and in their final season 
at White Hart Lane they 
remained unbeaten in the 
league. 

Harry Kane struck seven 
goals in his last two away 
games - at Leicester and Hull 
- to win the Golden Boot, 
while fellow England inter¬ 
national Dele Alii struck an 
impressive 18 times from 



Chelsea manager Antonio Conte with the Premier League trophy. 


midfield. 

At St Mary’s, Saints finished 
eighth - their fourth successive 
top eight finish - and reached a 
League Cup final they could, and 
perhaps should, have won. 

But the quality of entertain¬ 
ment Puel’s teams served up did 
not win many fans over, and he 
was sacked a month after the 
season finished. Saints failing to 
score a single goal in their last five 
home matches certainly wouldn’t 
have helped his cause. 


The 2016/17 season was one 
where the biggest clubs started 
to pull away from the rest. Ever¬ 
ton finished just one place above 
Saints, yet were 15 points ahead 
of them. In contrast, Saints were 
only six points ahead of fourth 
bottom Watford. 

For the first time in his Arse¬ 
nal managerial career, Arsene 
Wenger failed to finish in the top 
four - the Gunners ending up fifth. 
That was still one place ahead of 
Mourinho’s United, though. 


Claude Puel 
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Complimentary on board spending money. 

Just another way to enrich your experience. 

Book your 2017/2018 cruise and receive complimentary on board 
spending money in addition to your Cunard Fare benefits. 


Queen Elizabeth 

Spain, Italy & Greece 

17 nights ♦ 08 October 2017 

Sailing from Southampton 
Inside Stateroom from 

£ 1,649 

per person 

$540 per stateroom 
on board spending money 


Queen Mary 2 

Westbound Transatlantic 
Crossing 

7 nights ♦ 10 May 2018 

Sailing from Southampton - Fly back to UK 
Inside Stateroom from 

£ 1,089 

per person 

$250 per stateroom 
on board spending money 


Queen Victoria 

The Canary Islands 

10 nights ♦ 13 December 2018 

Sailing from Southampton 
Ocean View Stateroom from 

£899 

per person 

$360 per stateroom 
on board spending money 


Hays Travel 


Visit your Hays Travel branch 

Call 0800 044 3402 | haystravel.co.uk/cruise 

THE UK’S LARGEST INDEPENDENT TRAVEL AGENT 


Fares shown are per person in £ sterling based on two adults sharing the lowest grade of stateroom available (or single occupancy in a single stateroom), within the applicable stateroom type and are subject to availability. Fares for sole occupancy and supplementary fares are available on request. On board . _ _. /Tm\ 

spending money varies by stateroom type and cruise duration and is additional to Cunard Fare benefits. Book by 2 October 2017. Valid on selected departures between October 2017 - May 2019. Applicable to new Cunard Fare bookings only and applies to the first two guests sharing a stateroom. Offer not oAb J 

combinable with Early Saver fares. Full terms and conditions apply, please ask for details. Fly-cruise prices shown are inclusive of economy class flights from/to London. Prices may vary for other departure airports. Offer not combinable with Early Saver fares. Full terms and conditions apply, please ask for details. 
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IF YOU DON'T KNOW US, 

MAYBE YOU SHOULD. 

UNIVERSITY OF 



You can still join us in September. Don’t miss this opportunity to learn with the best, and 
enjoy the time of your life, at the University of Portsmouth. 

You’ll experience outstanding levels of individual support (we were recently awarded a 
TEF gold for excellence in teaching); state-of-the-art learning facilities and we guarantee 
all first-year students a place in halls*. 

And you’ll have the huge advantage of living in the UK’s most affordable student city, 
looking forward to employment on graduation (our employment rate is 96.5%, with 75% 
in professional and managerial roles). 

If you’re in clearing, now’s your chance to live and learn in this beautiful, seaside city. 
A place where you’re fully supported. A place where you can achieve your dream. 

It all begins with a call, where we’ll guide you every step of the way. 

*When you make us your firm choice and meet any accommodation deadlines. 



University of 

Portsmouth 
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LORDSHILL 

DENTAL PARTNERSHIP 



WE ARE TAKING ON NEW NHS PATIENTS 



BY CALLING 02380 738916 or 


email info@advancedentalhealth.co.uk www.advancedentalhealth.co.uk 

VISIT US AT LORDSHILL DENTAL SURGERY, LORDSHILL 
DISTRICT, LORDSHILL, SOUTHAMPTON, S016 8HY 
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Hants close 
to home QF 


Hants II lose Arundel T20 final 


Hampshire 171-4 beat Kent 
167-7 by six wickets 

Calvin Dickinson’s stun¬ 
ning 51 fired Hampshire 
to the brink of a home T20 
quarter-final with a second 
win in as many games on 
Friday. 

The 20 year-old fired his 
maiden T20 fifty from only 
23 balls before Hampshire 
reached their target with six 
wickets and 16 balls to spare. 

Twenty-four hours after 
two stumpings off Hamp¬ 
shire’s leg-spinners on his 
T20 debut, Dickinson echoed 
Glenn Maxwell’s jaw-drop- 
ping introduction to the T20 
Blast. 

Five years after Maxwell 
blitzed his first T20 fifty from 
only 22 balls at Canterbury, 
Dickinson wrote an even bet¬ 
ter tale by getting there in 23 
- in only his second game. 

Although born in South 
Africa, Dickinson is another 
of Hampshire’s homegrown 
players 

For many years he lived 
on the Isle of Wight. His dad 



Calvin Dickinson (Dave Vokes 
Photography) 


Pete was deputy headmas¬ 
ter at Ryde School and Cal¬ 
vin played for Ryde in the 
Hampshire League and for 
the Island’s junior age-group 
sides. 

Last season he helped Ox¬ 
ford MCCU win the BUCS 
Championships and he has 
made a big impression in 
Hampshire’s 2nd XI this sea¬ 
son. 

Less than a week after fir¬ 
ing Lymington to the top 
of the Southern Premier 
League, he took the chance 
given him by Lewis Mc¬ 
Manus’s broken finger in 
some style. 

Dickinson cracked eight 
fours and two sixes before 
during a breathtaking pow- 
erplay (79-1). 

Vince made a 36-ball 57 to 
send his side back to the top 
of the south group. 

Hampshire will be at home 
in the quarter-finals if they 
win their last group game at 
home to Somerset on Friday. 

“We’ve probably done 
enough to qualify now but 
it’d be great to get a home 
quarter-final,” said Dickin¬ 
son. 



Brad Wheal 


SECOND XI T20 FINAL: Sussex 
171-6 beat Hampshire 147 by 24 
runs 

Hampshire lost the chance to 
win the county’s first silverware 
of the season at Arundel Castle 
on Thursday. 

Brad Wheal took 2-23 but Chris 
Sole (4-0-34-1), Ian Holland (3-0- 
28-1) and Matt Salisbury (4-0-33- 
1) were the only other bowlers 
to take wickets as Sussex set a 
daunting target. 

Harry Finch top scored with 
54 (46 balls), opener Luke Wells 
made a 14-ball 28 and left-hander 


Delray Rawlins blasted a 24-ball 
40, including three sixes, after 
Sussex won the toss. 

In reply, Jimmy Adams (20 from 
11 balls) and Ian Holland (14) were 
out in successive balls during a 
(45-4) powerplay bookended by 
the dismissals of Fraser Hay (4) 
and Felix Organ (one). 

Will Smith made a run-a-ball 31 
before he was bowled by slow left- 
armer Rawlins, with 67 needed 
from the last 33 balls 
Hampshire finished well short 
despite Jake Lintott’s 15-ball 29, 
which included three sixes. 


Medium-pacer Abi Sakande (4- 
0-26-3) was the pick of the Sussex 
attack. 

• Hampshire won their semi-fi¬ 
nal by nine wickets, with 8.2 overs 
to spare, against Yorkshire. 

Wheal (3.2-0-12-2)was the pick 
of the attack as Yorkshire were 
bowled out for 100 in 18.2 overs. 

Salisbury (4-0-22-2) also bowled 
well before Adams led Hampshire 
to their target with an unbeaten 
57 (38 balls; five fours, two sixes) 
after an opening stand of 62 with 
Hay (26). 


Bates gives the 
Vipers their sting 


Alex 

Smith 



Suzie Bates in action against Western Storm (Picture by MICHAEL BERKELEY) 


Southern Vipers all-rounder Su¬ 
zie Bates is expecting tougher 
tests than the champions’ open¬ 
ing win at their Ageas Bowl 
“snake pit”. 

The New Zealand internation¬ 
al’s unbeaten 47 secured a nine- 
wicket win after she took two 
for eight as Western Storm were 
bowled out for 70 on the first game 
of this season’s Kia Super League. 

“It was really pleasing,” she said, 
with an eye on the Vipers’ next 
match, against Loughborough 
Lightning at Derby on Tuesday. 

“We’ve spoken both years about 
the opening game being important 
and to win like that is really excit¬ 
ing for this season going forward. 

“We know every game will get 
tougher and we know every team is 
out to beat us this year. We’ll have 
to be better than that again, we’re 
seeing every game as a knock-out 
match.” 

Bates was fortunate not to be 
stumped during the first over of 
the Vipers’ reply, a Claire Nicholas 
maiden. 

“It’s the nature of T20 cricket, I 
could have been out for zero and 
when you get an opportunity like 
that it frees you up a little bit.” 

She responded by hitting 29 of the 
34 runs to come off the fourth over, 
which was littered with no balls 
from South African seamer Holly 
Huddleston. 

It included five of Bates’ six fours 
and one of her two sixes. 

“I thought our bowling won it,” 
continued the medium pacer. “As 
batters it was nice to have a low- 
scoring game first up. 

“We call it the ‘snake pit’ here, but 
it was a bit sticky after the rain re¬ 
cently. 

“They played across the line early 


and we learned from it..” 

Totton & Eling’s Katie George 
took 1-16 from her four overs. Left- 
armers Tash Farrant (4-0-10-2) and 
Linsey Smith (4-0-9-1) also bowled 


tidily after the seam/spin combina¬ 
tion shared the new ball. 

Vipers’ other Ageas Bowl group 
game is against the Surrey Stars 
next Sunday 


After playing Lancashire at Liv¬ 
erpool the round-robin stage con¬ 
cludes against Yorkshire at Arun¬ 
del. 









SPORTS PINK 


HANTS CRICKET 


Saturday, August 12, 2017 41 



Crane's chance to 
show his Worth 




The chairman of Mason Crane’s 
home club recalls first met the 
Hampshire star as a budding 
Shane Warne - when he was only 
nine. 

Now Tim Dunn is hoping to see 
Crane showcase his talent at Test 
level. 

The former Worthing CC captain 
coached Crane during the forma¬ 
tive years at the Sussex County 
League club more than a decade 
ago. 

Now he and many of Crane’s 
pals are heading to Edgbaston next 
week, in the hope of seeing their 
former teammate make his Test 
debut. 

“I first met Mason in 2006, “he re¬ 
calls. 

“I was involved in a cricket ini¬ 
tiative at Worthing Leisure Centre 
and he came along looking for a 
club. 

“It was clear he was incredibly 
talented, trying to bowl leg-spin 
like Shane Warne and doing very 
well at it. 

“He was very dedicated and want¬ 
ed to bat, bowl and field. 

“That never changed the whole 
way through 

“He played for our U16s when he 
was an U13 and took five wickets on 
his first team debut a year later. 

“We had quite a strong side, we 
won the U16 Sussex Junior Festival 
back-to-back with him in the team.” 

Crane is from a non-cricketing 
family but his dad played a big part 
in his development. 

“The main thing we for us was 
making sure his dad Nick had a key 
to the nets!” laughs Dunn. 

“When we discussed Mason I 
would tell Nick that cream always 
rises to the top. 

“Mason would always be practis¬ 
ing and would play in every single 
game. 

“He was always hard to coach 
from a bowling perspective, he 
knew what he wanted to achieve 
and would question everything, al¬ 
ways very trusting in his own abil¬ 
ity 

“He was a very good batsman in 
our colts sides and that was the 
main coaching we did with him. 

“Sussex and then his Lancing 
coach Raj Maru focused on his 
bowling.” 

Sussex’s influence ended when 
they dropped him from their U14 
team. 

It is a decision that Dunn found 
hard to fathom at the time and has 
proved staggeringly myopic. 

“I was involved with the Western 
Warriors, the regional team where 
Mason began playing when Sussex 
left him out,” recalls Dunn. 

“I told Sussex they must get him 
back in but they were more worried 


about his batting and fielding! 

“I said ‘forget about that look at 
the massive talent he’s got with the 
ball!’ But they didn’t see it.” 

Sussex’s loss has been Hamp¬ 
shire’s gain. 

Now England are set to reap the 
benefits. 

Worthing CC has also produced 
Dominic Clapp, a batsman who 
played one first-class match for Sus¬ 
sex in 2002. 

But the only other professional 
cricketer from the region is be¬ 
lieved to be the mercurial left- 
armer Jason Lewry, who took 613 
first-class wickets at 27.12 after 
being plucked from Sussex Invita¬ 
tion League Goring CC by his home 
county at the age of 23. 

“We tried to get Jason to play for 
us but he was so laid-back,” smiles 
Dunn. 

Crane’s ambition has been 
clear from a young age, but 


he has not forgotten his roots. 
“Mason’s always back here and 
played for the first team as recently 
as last season,” says Dunn. 

Billingshurst CC’s batsmen must 
have wondered what they had done 
to deserve facing Crane when the 
young master rocked up at Wor¬ 
thing CC’s Manor Sport’s Ground 
last May. 

He took five for ten from his 8.2 
overs as Billingshurst were bowled 
out for 97 en route to a five-wicket 
defeat (Crane batted at No 3 but was 
out for four). 

Now he is focused on adding some 
Test wickets to a more notable 
collection of scalps than Billing¬ 
shurst’s middle order. 

They includes Kumar Sang- 
akkara, Jonathan Trott (twice), 
Brendon McCullum, Eoin Mor¬ 
gan (twice) Mahela Jayawardene, 
James Hildreth, Dean Elgar, Ross 
Taylor and Jacques Rudolph (twice 


this season) across the formats - as 
well as AB de Villiers in his second 
England T20 appearance. 

Crane has also dismissed Dawid 
Malan, Haseeb Hameed and Keaton 
Jennings on his way to 70 first-class 
wickets (at 41.97). 

It is hoped he makes a better 
start to his Test career than 
those three alongside fellow new 
boy Mark Stoneman, one of his 
victims on his first-class debut in 
July 2015. 

“We have Mason’s England Un- 
der-19 shirt on the wall and it would 
be nice to put a Test shirt next to 
it,” smiled Dunn. 

“Many of his friends are still 
playing in the Worthing team, in¬ 
cluding my eldest son. 

“We’ll be at Edgbaston just as we 
were at The Ageas Bowl for his T20 
debut. 

“We don’t want to miss his first 
Test so hopefully he’ll play!” 


2017 results 

6 fixtures 

APRIL 

2-4 Cardiff MCCU (h) FR 
Hants 289 (Carberry 100) & 271-6d 
(Vince 90) drew with Cardiff 98 & 
110 - 2 . 

7- 10 Yorkshire (a)CC1 

Yorkshire 273 & 187 (Abbott 7-41), 
Hants 141 & 321-6 (Adams 72). Hants 
won by 4 wickets 
14-17 Middlesex (h) CC1 
Middlesex 456 (Wheal 4-98) & 278-9 
(Abbott 5-59), Hants 438 (Rossouw 
99, Carberry 98). Drawn. 

21- 24 Yorkshire (h) CC1 

Hants 455 (Vince 147, Berg 99no), 
Yorkshire 231 (Berg 4-62) & 399-6 (Ab¬ 
bott 3-65). Drawn 

27 Kent (a) 50L 

Kent 258, Hants 260-4 (Alsop 112no). 
Hants won by 6 wickets. 

30 Essex (a) 50L 

Essex 304-7, Hants 279 (Vince 68, Bai¬ 
ley 63). Hants lost by 25 runs. 

MAY 

3 Middlesex (h) 50L 

Middlesex 295 (Gubbins 114, Topley 

4- 68) beat Hants 146-7 (Bailey 52no) 
by 89 runs (D/L) 

7 Gloucestershire (h) 50L 

Hants 239-3 (Vince 89*) beat Gloucs 
237 (Dawson 3-30) by 7 wickets 
10 Somerset (a) 50L 
Hants 250-6 (Rossouw 156) beat Som¬ 
erset 249 (Berg 3-44) by 4 wickets 
12 Glamorgan (h) 50L 
Hants 332-6 (Vince 178) lost to Glam¬ 
organ 334-7 (Crane 3-69) by 3 wickets 
14 Surrey (a) 50L 

Hants 271-8 (Bailey 145no) lost to Sur¬ 
rey 238-2 by 66 runs (D/L) 

17 Sussex (h) 50L 
Match abandoned 
19-22 Essex (a) CC1 

Essex 360 (K Abbott 5-58) beat Hants 

115 & 148 by an innings and 97 runs. 

26-29 Somerset (a) CC1 

Hants 162 & 293 (Carberry 51) beat 

Somerset 197 & 168 (Crane 5-40) by 

90 runs 

JUNE 

2- 5 Warwickshire (h) CC1 

Hants 515 (Adams 166, Ervine 203) 
beat Warks 254 & 167 by an innings 
and 94 runs 

8- 11 South Africa A (h) Fr 

South Africa A 370-7d & 185-Id beat 
Hampshire 185 & 119 by 251 runs. 
19-22 Lancashire (a) CC1 
Hants (395 & 168) lost to Lancs (593) 
by an innings and 30 runs 
26-29 Somerset (h) CC1 
Hants 211-9d & 96-5d drew with Som¬ 
erset 147 & 88-8 
JULY 

3- 6 Surrey (a) CC1 

Hants 648-7d, Surrey 483 & 166-3 (fo) 
Draw 

7 Glamorgan (a) T20 Won by 22 runs 
12 Sussex (a) T20 Won by 19 runs 
14 Middlesex (h) T20 Won by 29 runs 

20 Sussex (h) T20 Lost by 6 wickets 

21 Essex (a) T20 Lost by 7 wickets 
23 Surrey (h) T20 Abandoned 

26 Somerset (a) T20 Lost by 14 runs 

28 Gloucestershire (a) T20 Won by 24 
runs (D/L) 

AUGUST 

1 Kent (h) T20 Lost by 5 runs 

3 Middlesex (a) T20 Won by 6 wkts 

4 Essex (h) T20 Lost by 4 wickets 
6-9 Lancashire (h) CC1 Draw 

10 Glamorgan (h) T20 Won by 8 wkts 

11 Kent(a)T20 

18 Somerset (h) T20 

22- 25 T20 QF 
SEPTEMBER 

2 T20 Finals Day 

5- 8 Surrey (h) CC1 

12-15 Middlesex (a, tbc) CC1 
19-22 Essex (h) CC1 
25-28 Warwickshire (a) CC1 
KEY: CC1 - Specsavers County Champi¬ 
onship, 50L - One-Day Cup, T20 - T20 
Blast 
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Kyle gives 
Hope to 
West Indies 

KYLE Hope gave the West Indies 
a boost ahead of next week’s 
first Test match against England 
at Edgbaston when he scored 
the first century of the tour in 
the day/night game against 
Derbyshire. 

Hope made 105 at Derby while 
his brother Shai, Kieran Powell 
and Roston Chase all passed 50 
under the County Ground 
floodlights against the pink ball. 

Although Derbyshire fielded a 
weakened side, Kyle Hope and 
Powell, who made 92, impressed 
before Shai Hope with an 
unbeaten 69 and Chase with 62 
not out shared an unbroken 
stand of 109 in 28 overs to take 
the tourists to 340 for three at 
stumps after a delay for rain. 

The game was played in chilly 
overcast conditions from the start 
but the performance of the 
Hopes, Powell and Chase made it 
a good day for the tourists after 
skipper Jason Holder won the 
toss and elected to bat. 

Derbyshire rested the players 
who will figure in next week’s 
Twenty20 games so it was an 
inexperienced side that Tony 
Palladino led out with three 
making their first-class debuts. 

One of them was 16-year-old 
seamer James Taylor who, along 
with older brother Tom, became 
the first brothers to play in the 
same match for the county since 
1939. 

The conditions suggested 
batting could be awkward against 
the pink ball although it was a 
loose shot that accounted for 
Kraigg Brathwaite who was Ibw 
playing across the line at Tom 
Milnes in the fourth over. 

But that was Derbyshire’s last 
success of the first session as 
Powell and Kyle Hope enjoyed 
valuable time in the middle in 
conditions similar to the ones 
they will encounter in Birmingham 
next week, although the bowling 
will be considerably more testing. 

Powell drove fluently through 
mid-off as he completed a 50 
which included nine fours from 
47 balls and it was a surprise 
when he played over a full-length 
delivery from Palladino eight 
short of a century. 

Hope grew in authority and 
there were 15 fours in his 
hundred which came from 162 
balls but he was beaten in the 
penultimate over before tea when 
19-year-old left-arm spinner Matt 
Sonczak found some turn to hit 
his off stump and claim his 
maiden first-class wicket. 

The stand with his brother was 
worth 72 in 25 overs and Shai 
and Chase added another 62 in 
the increasingly bleak conditions 
until heavy drizzle forced the 
players off the pitch at 8pm. 

The umpires decided play 
could resume 40 minutes later, 
allowing Chase to complete his 
third 50 in as many innings from 
55 balls when he straight drove 
Greg Cork for his eighth four. 


U 17s lose seven of eight 


Climax in cup 


HAMPSHIRE’S youngsters experienced 
a disappointing season in the ECB Un- 
der-17 County Championship and 50-over 
Cup, winning only one of their eight 
matches. 

Their solitary success came in the 
opening 50-over tie - a Fletcha Middleton 
and Jack Campbell inspired 109-run win 
over Worcestershire at Basingstoke. 

Hampshire lost their other three cup 
ties and, after rain had affected their 
three-day programme, ended up on the 


wrong side of three draws. 

Middleton, with an aggregate 355 runs, 
was Hampshire’s leading Under-17 bats¬ 
man, while left-armer Campbell took the 
bowling credits with 19 wickets in the 
two competitions. 

Cole Campbell, a late arrival on the 
county scene, caught the eye with 195 
runs. 

• Hampshire’s EPP side play a West 
Indies XI at Totton & Eling’s Southern 
Gardens ground on Monday, 11am. 


THE Guy Jewell 
T20 knockout at 
Basingstoke’s May’s 
Bounty is reaching its 
climax with two rain 
delayed last eight ties and 
the two semi-finals set to 
be played next week. 

East Woodhay and 
Hartley Wintley play 
their quarter final on 
Monday, with the winners 


facing Hook & Newnham 
Basics on Wednesday. 

Then, on Tuesday 
evening, Odiham & 
Greywell tackle Yateley 
for the right to face 
Basingstoke & North 
Hants in Thursday’s 
second semi-final. 

The final is at May’s 
Bounty on Sunday 
afternoon, August 27. 


Cornish stars in first 
appearance for year 

Mike J 

Vimpany 

Multi-talented Luke Cor¬ 
nish made quite an im¬ 
pression in his first Fare- 
ham & Crofton appearance 
for over a year. 

Putting his Loughbor¬ 
ough University text books 
to one side and taking a 
break from Fareham’s 
pre-season hockey prepa¬ 
rations, Cornish played 
a star role in the 126-run 
County Division 1 victory 
at Ropley. 

Arriving at the crease 
with Fareham & Crofton 
an uncertain 74-4, Cornish 
smacked 60 (including one 
outrageous six over extra¬ 
cover) and shared close 
on a century partnership 
with Tom Kent (54) as the 
visitors posted a healthy 
236 (Jimmy Hawkins 4-22). 

Cornish didn’t finish 
there, taking a spectacular 
cover catch off Oli South- 
an (3-13) as Ropley crashed 
to 93 all out, with Ben 
White taking three wickets 
amid a plethora of wides. 

Home grown Cornish 
is back on the Fareham 
patch, enjoying a year long 
accountancy work place¬ 
ment in nearby White- 
ley, part of his three-year 
business degree course at 
Loughbrough. 

Cornish has also re¬ 
joined the town’s hockey 
club - he was a star goals¬ 
coring turn for Loughbor¬ 
ough - and is set to play a 
full part in Fareham’s up¬ 
coming Western Confer¬ 
ence challenge. 



Luke Cornish played a star role in the 126-run County Division 1 victory at Ropley and has also rejoined the town's hockey 
club. 
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Titles and survival 
are on the line... 



Mike 

Vimpany 


IT’S the business end of the sea¬ 
son - a time when titles are cel¬ 
ebrated, promotions won or lost 
and relegation battles fought. 

It’s hotting up a treat in the Brit¬ 
ish Gas Southern League, where 
the silverware and survival 
stakes are equally high. 

None more so than in the Pre¬ 
mier Division, where Lymington, 
South Wilts and Bashley (Rydal) 
are scrapping it out with 2016 
winners Havant. 

Sixteen points separated the top 
four at start of play today. 

Lymington went into the top vs 
bottom clash with Andover with a 
four-point lead over South Wilts, 
whose recent unbeaten flurry was 
ended by Bashley last week. 

They will expect to win their up¬ 
coming games against the Hamp¬ 
shire Academy and Burridge, 
with Havant’s visit to the Sports 
Ground on September 2 a poten¬ 
tial title decider. 

By then, Zimbabwean run gun 
Malcolm Lake (350 runs in five 
knocks) will be back in town. 

But, after his blistering 51 off 24 
balls for Hampshire in last night’s 
NatWest T20 Blast victory over 
Kent, Calvin Dickinson could get 
a County Championship call up 
and miss Lymington’s finale. 

Of the four, Havant face the 
toughest run in, with South Wilts 
and Lymington their last two 
games on the card. 

Havant captain Ben Walker, 
currently the Premier Division’s 
highest domestic run scorer, in¬ 
sists the title is still all to pay 
for. 

“It is so tight it makes for a good 
finale to the season and I think 
we’re in with a chance of retain¬ 
ing our title,” he said. 


“If we win our last four games, 
we might sneak in at the last min¬ 
ute.” 

Havant, though, are without 
Hampshire’s Brad Taylor, though 
his ankle injury (incurred during 
a second team fielding drill) isn’t 
as bad as at first thought. 

But while Taylor potentially sits 


it out, Bashley and South Wilts ex¬ 
pect to have their big guns firing. 

Lead Premier run scorer Pat¬ 
rick Page is around for a couple 
more weeks yet and will expect to 
extend his 556-tally before he flies 
home to join South Australia’s 
pre-season State training. 

With Hampshire having no more 
County Championship cricket un¬ 
til Surrey visit the Ageas Bowl on 
September 5, South Wilts ought to 
have Ian Holland available for the 
remainder of the campaign. 

The Victorian has played only 
four games for SW all season - but 
if he suddenly becomes available 
he could play a massive had in the 
title race. 

At the bottom, Andover’s fate is 
all but sealed. 

Who replaces them will be in¬ 
triguing in the extreme. 

Until they came a cropper (for 
the second time this season) to 
Rowledge, Basingstoke & North 
Hants looked favourites. 

But that upset gave Calmore 


Sports a 15-point leeway at the 
top - with the outcome of today’s 
Bournemouth-Basingstoke going 
to be critical to both camps. 

Under no pressure, Calmore 
have just carried on winning - 
nine times in 12 outings to be pre¬ 
cise - although Basingstoke have 
achieved the double over them, 
home and away. 

Calmore have Sarisbury Athlet¬ 
ic, Rowledge and Portsmouth left 
to play - significantly, the latter 
pair are embroiled in a survival 
battle - while Basingstoke’s visit 
to fourth placed Hook & Newn- 
ham Basics on September 2 could 
be massive. 

Hook aren’t out of the mix, 
though they’d like to play some 
cricket - their last three games 
having been washed out. 

Bournemouth have been simi¬ 
larly hit by the weather and, prior 
today, hadn’t bowled a single ball 
in anger since beating Ports¬ 
mouth on July 15. 

Tichborne Park, some 32 points 
off safety, are as good as gone at 
the Division 1 basement. 

But only three points separated 
Ventnor, Liphook & Ripsley and 
Portsmouth going into today’s 
matches. 

The outcome of today’s 
Rowledge-Portsmouth match will 
be critical - the Southsea visi¬ 
tors facing Basingstoke, Hook & 
Newnham Basics and Calmore 
Sports in their last three games. 

It’s looking odds-on Totton & 
Eling will take the Division 2 
crown - they will certainly be top 
irrespective of the outcome of to¬ 
day’s visit to Paultons - but, like 
two of their principal challengers 
they came unstuck last week. 

Hartley Wintney, with high pow¬ 
ered Kiwi Henry Collier at the 
helm, and OTs & Romsey remain 
their main challengers. 

Hambledon are over 30 points 
adrift at the bottom of SPL2, 
while South Wilts II have clawed 
their way out of the danger zone 
on the back of four straight wins. 

That’s left 2016 front runners 
Trojans in peril and facing a 
‘must win’ job at Hambledon next 
week. 

Basingstoke & North Hants ap¬ 
pear in the driving seat in Divi¬ 
sion 3, but two of their last three 
games are against promotion 
Bashley (Rydal) II and Waterloov- 
ille. 

Ironically, all three are due to 
play each other before the season 
ends. 

At the bottom, Hursley Park are 
a whisker away from the drop, 
with either Alton or Fawley likely 
to join them in County Division 1 
next term. 



Henry collier in action. 



Getting to 
the Root of 
captaincy 

Joe Root admits he has yet 
to tackle the hardest part 
of his fledgling captaincy 
- calling Keaton Jennings 
after he was dropped from 
the squad. 

The Durham opener 
started the summer with 
high hopes of cementing 
his place as Alastair 
Cook’s long-term partner 
but was ruthlessly 
exposed by South Africa, 
averaging just 15.87 in 
eight innings. 

England decided on 
Thursday to cut the cord, 
drafting the uncapped 
Mark Stoneman for next 
week’s landmark day/ 
night Test against the 
West Indies and leaving 
Jennings battling to win 
a place on this winter’s 
Ashes tour. 

For Root, who has had 
the pleasure of handing 
out three debuts as well 
as maiden call-ups for 
Stoneman and Mason 
Crane, it is a first taste of 
one of captaincy’s trickier 
tasks. 

Asked if he had 
contacted Jennings over 
his omission, Root said: 
“I’ve not spoken to anyone 
yet. It’s only 24 hours after 
he’s had some difficult 
news. 

“It’s important they get 
their own space, deal with 
it and how they want to 
deal with it and I’ll maybe 
be in contact in the next 
few days. 

“(What gets said) is 
between me and him, to 
be honest, but it’s pretty 
obvious he wants to go 
back into county cricket 
and score a huge amount 
of runs and put pressure 
back on that way. 

“It’s important he 
continues to be the 
impressive professional 
he has been in an England 
squad.” 

Stoneman’s summons, 
after stringing together 
five prolific seasons for 
Durham and, now, Surrey 
means Cook will have a 
12th top order partner 
since Andrew Strauss 
retired in 2012. 

Root can count himself 
among that number, before 
establishing himself in the 
middle order, but cannot 
explain why the issue 
persists. 

“It’s a strange one - you 
look at the talent and the 
guys who have played and 
you think they have every 
chance of being able to do 
it, but unfortunately it’s 
not been the case,” he 
said. 
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Cook's 12 
partners 

Mark Stoneman is the latest 
man entrusted with partnering 
Alastair Cook at the top of the 
England batting order. 

Stoneman, when he faces the 
West Indies next week, will be the 
13th opener other than Cook 
used since Andrew Strauss 
retired in 2012. 

Here, the Sports Pink assesses 
how each has fared. 


Windies no longer 
whet the appetite 


David 

Clough 


The first Investec Test between 
England and West Indies will 
start at 9.30am prompt - Eastern 
Caribbean Time. 

Anyone curious a little further 
west in Jamaica about how their 
team may be faring against Eng¬ 
land, and the pink Dukes, will 
have to set the alarm an hour or 
so earlier. 

Whatever the interest levels in 
Bridgetown and Kingston - and 
recent forays across the Atlantic 
suggest they could be sadly lim¬ 
ited - there will be a very differ¬ 
ent body-clock experience for the 
players themselves in Birming¬ 
ham next week. 

There was an era, of course, 
when the arrival of West Indies 
tourists needed no temporal gim¬ 
mickry to whet the appetite. 

In years and decades past, in 
fact, appetite was not exactly the 
right word either. 

Anxiety, fear, trepidation - or 
maybe just a feeling of outright 
doom - was closer to the mark 
for England and their supporters 
throughout the 1980s, much of the 
70s and 90s too. 

Since the turn of the century, 
though, no West Indies team has 
been successful on a Test trip 
here - and more than one set of 
tourists has barely hinted at the 
ability to match England. 

Fewer and fewer back home 
appear to still care much either 
about the fortunes of a national 
team which once brought such 
pride - while three Tests against 
opponents ranked eighth in the 
world is an underwhelming pros¬ 
pect for many in this country too. 

What better moment then to 
generate a little extra spice, by 
shoving the hours of play back 
by three and maybe even level the 
possible mismatch in the process 
as everyone has to get used to 
the vagaries of a pink ball under 
lights? 

International Cricket Council 
chief executive David Richardson 
has already said publicly on sev¬ 
eral occasions that “doing noth¬ 
ing is not an option” as the world 
governing body seeks to perpetu¬ 
ate Test matches as its ‘pinnacle’ 
format. 

As well as day-night fare, a Test 
championship will be in the off¬ 
ing soon enough - and who knows, 
depending on the favoured algo¬ 
rithm, editions of England v West 


England's James Anderson could have 500 Test wickets by the end of the West Indies series. 


Indies may become less frequent. 

If so, it could be an idea to try 
to enjoy the spectacle for what it 
still is while we can, and hope for 
a competitive series against the 
apparent odds. 

What are the chances then? 

Well, it is fair to say that - de¬ 
spite their 3-1 win over South Af¬ 
rica - England will begin a series 
which follows uncomfortably 
quickly with a decent set of their 
own issues to address. 

They apply almost exclusively 
to a batting order propped up by 
mainstays and a powerful lower 
middle but bereft of any solid¬ 
ity alongside Alastair Cook at the 
very top, then at number three 
and five for good measure. 

Whatever the personnel settled 
upon, the Ashes opportunity of 


a lifetime will be knocking hard 
for incumbents with a favourite’s 
chance of making the runs they 
need to get on the plane to Aus¬ 
tralia in October. 

Standing between them and 
the concourse, as well as the ini¬ 
tial day-night variable, is a pace 
attack staffed by the returning 
Kemar Roach, an able but often 
fragile Shannon Gabriel, Miguel 
Cummins and young speedster 
Alzarri Joseph. 

As ever, there is enough poten¬ 
tial in the options available to 
captain Jason Holder to persuade 
the impartial a resurgence is pos¬ 
sible. 

Yet none has a Test average un¬ 
der 30 - Cummins’ is above 40, in 
fact - so if there is to be a tight 
series, collective improvement is 


non-negotiable. 

Set against them, and a tour¬ 
ists’ batting line-up with plenty 
to prove too, England have an all- 
time leading wicket-taker fresh 
from the best home-ground per¬ 
formance of his outstanding ca¬ 
reer after having the pavilion end 
named after him at Old Trafford 
last week. 

James Anderson has 500 wick¬ 
ets perhaps in his sights too be¬ 
fore the end of the campaign. 

That would be a handy CV 
benchmark to fly down under 
with this winter - but there will 
be reason for proper celebration 
only if England duly complete a 
victory over the Windies that is 
universally anticipated, and en 
route settle a few worrying im¬ 
ponderables surrounding their 
batsmen too. 


NICK COMPTON-18 innings, 
498 runs at an average of 31.12, 
1x50, 2x100, top score 117 

Despite back-to-back centuries 
against New Zealand in 2013, 
Compton failed to firmly establish 
himself. 

JOE ROOT -11 innings, 417 runs 
at 41.70, 2x50,1x100, top score 
180 

A short-lived experiment for the 
home Ashes series in 2013 
produced one brilliant innings but 
little else of substance. Stepped 
up once more to open in 
November 2016 with Haseeb 
Hameed injured. 


Michael Carberry 

MICHAEL CARBERRY: 10 
innings, 281 runs at 28.10,1x50, 
0x100, top score 60 

The Hampshire favourite was 
recalled aged 33 for the 
whitewash Ashes defeat in 2013- 
14. Third in England’s averages 
with one half-century and three 
scores in the 40s, but became a 
fall guy. 

SAM ROBSON: 11 innings, 336 
runs at 30.54,1x50,1x100, top 
score 127 

Played throughout the summer 
of 2014 but hit his only century in 
his second Test at Headingley 
before problems around off- 
stump appeared to cost him. 

JONATHAN TROTT: 6 innings, 
72 runs at 12.00,1x50, 0x100, top 
score 59 

Back in first-class cricket after 
stress-related problems, Trott 
returned in an unaccustomed 
position against the West Indies 
and made one half-century but 
five other scores under 10, 
including three ducks. 

ADAM LYTH: 13 innings, 265 
runs at 20.38, 0x50,1x100, top 
score 107 

Made his sole hundred on his 
home ground of Headingley but 
had a top score of just 19 in his 
last eight attempts. An Ashes 
winner, but now a forgotten man 
for England. 

Continued on facing page 
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Dark skies, bright 
lights & pink balls 



Alistair Cook impressed under lights playing for Essex earlier this summer. 


David 

Clough 


On August 17th England will em¬ 
brace Test cricket’s latest progres¬ 
sive twist as the grand old format 
continues its flirtation with dark 
skies, bright lights and pink balls. 

By then it will be eight years 
since the MCC Cricket Commit¬ 
tee, a steering group populated by 
the great and good of the sport, 
issued its dire warning that “Test 
cricket throughout the world, and 
in particular the lower-ranked 
nations, is in very real danger 
of dying” and floated day/night 
matches as a possible remedy 

After 138 years and 2187 games 
as a sunlit pursuit, that became a 
reality in November 2015 as Aus¬ 
tralia defeated neighbours New 
Zealand in a watershed clash de¬ 
scribed by home skipper Steve 
Smith as “great for cricket” and 
“a roaring success” by opposite 
number Brendon McCullum. 

The public signalled their own 
interest in the concept by stream¬ 
ing through the gates of the Ad¬ 
elaide Oval, 123,000 of them in 
three days for a record non-Ashes 
attendance. 

Since then there have been three 
more outings, two more Down 
Under and one under the ‘ring of 
fire’ lighting rig of Dubai’s na¬ 
tional stadium, each one solidify¬ 
ing the concept in the landscape. 

Now it is England’s moment, 
as they host the West Indies and 
become the sixth Test-playing na¬ 
tion to take their turn under the 
bulbs. 

A full round of Specsavers 
County Championship matches 
was set aside to pave the way in 
June, providing a chance to as¬ 
sess the pink Dukes ball in action 
across nine different venues and 
collate feedback from players, 
umpires and spectators. 

Yet, even in the face of rapid 
change, some things remain con¬ 
stant and the British weather had 
the largest say of all leaving just 
three results possible and many 
crucial sessions washed out. 

In the play that was possible, 
plans for some of England’s key 
men to get early exposure fell by 
the wayside. Skipper Joe Root 
and deputy Ben Stokes faced a 
grand total of 20 deliveries be¬ 
tween them, spinner Moeen Ali 
managed all of three overs with 
the ball, while Stuart Broad and 
Chris Woakes were not even fit 
enough to take part. 

Only Alastair Cook and James 


Anderson, a pair of old dogs ever 
willing to try new tricks, really 
bucked the trend, piling on 193 
runs and sending down 32 overs 
respectively. 

Reaction from the dressing 
rooms was mixed. Former Eng¬ 
land bowler Tim Bresnan claimed 
bowlers faced “harder work” 
with the pink ball, Paul Stirling 
of Middlesex suggested it swung 
less than batsman expected and 
Leicestershire’s Dieter Klein said 
“when the lights come in it’s a 
completely different game”. 


Jason Roy, England’s one-day 
opener, made a breezy 87 after just 
15 minutes net practice and cheer¬ 
fully explained: “Let’s put it down 
to beginner’s luck.” 

All of which underlines the in¬ 
fancy of the project and the lim¬ 
ited base of knowledge, even as 
Edgbaston prepares to welcome 
the masses. 

The morning of the 17th will 
be one like no other for Root and 
company. Bedside alarms will fall 
silent and the team’s breakfast 
room will be unusually sparse, 


as the usual buzz of activity gives 
way to extra sleep ahead of ex¬ 
tended evening endeavours. 

By the scheduled close at 9pm 
more should be known - about 
the enthusiasm in the stands, the 
complicity of the weather and the 
on-field variables of the ‘twilight’ 
period where artificial light over¬ 
takes natural. 

Whatever the lessons, the only 
direction appears to be forward, 
to floodlight fixtures in Adelaide 
in December and Auckland three 
months later, as cricket continues 
its march into night. 



from facing page 

MOEEN ALI: 6 innings, 84 runs 
at 14.00, 0x50, 0x100, top score 
35 

After a failed experiment as a 
pinch-hitter against Pakistan in 
the United Arab Emirates, Moeen 
has settled back into his niche as 
England’s spin-bowling all- 
rounder. 

JOS BUTTLER: 1 innings, 4 runs 
at 4.00, 0x50, 0x100, top score 4 

England doubled down on top- 
order aggression against 
Pakistan in Abu Dhabi in October 
2015, for a brisk chase of 98 in 
failing light. Cook was unused in 
a plucky 74 for four in 11 overs. 

ALEX HALES: 21 innings, 573 
runs at 27.28, 5x50, 0x100, top 
score 94 

England banked on Hales’ 
limited-overs shot-making 
working out in Tests but instead 
he occasionally retreated into 
extreme caution. Failed to 
convert his five half-centuries - 
despite three scores of over 80 - 
and has returned to just white-ball 
duty. 

BEN DUCKETT: 4 innings, 92 
runs at 23.00,1x50, 0x100, top 
score 56 

The Northants batsman made 



Ben Duckett 


one half-century in four innings 
against Bangladesh, and dropped 
to number four against India 
before being jettisoned 
altogether. 

HASEEB HAMEED: 5 innings, 

160 runs at 32.00,1x50, 0x100, 
top score 82 

Looked better than his figures 
suggest and it was injury that cost 
him his place, but a dreadful early 
summer with Lancashire kept him 
on the outside looking in. 

KEATON JENNINGS: 12 innings, 
294 runs at 24.50,1x50,1x100, 
top score 112 

The Durham batsman made a 
century and a duck on his Test 
debut but has struggled since. 

TOTAL (all openers other than 
Alastair Cook): 118 innings, 3,076 
runs at 26.75,14x50, 6x100, top 
score 180 

ALASTAIR COOK: 114 innings, 
4,721 runs at 43.31,26x50, 

10x100, top score 263 

Slightly down against Cook’s 
career average, but the former 
skipper has almost twice as many 
centuries and half-centuries as 
his fellow openers since Strauss 
departed. 
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CELIA & BROMPTON 
SUMMER SLIPPERS 

WIDE FITTING 
VELCRO ADJUSTMENT 

SAVE 20% 

OFF MARKED PRICES 

NOW FROM ONLY £15.19 


UPTO 25% OFF 

ON SELECTED 
CONTINENCE CARE 


15% OFF 

ON ALL WHEELCHAIR AND 
SCOOTER ACCESSORIES 


^ “SEEKS! 

You will automatically 
be entered into a draw. 

If you purchase between 
26th June and 24th September 


SUMMER 


WE BUY BACK STAIRLIFTS - UP TO £500 PAID. ACORN, BROOKS, MINIVATOR, AGE UK, COMPANION & HANDICARE Subject to survey and age 


FREEPHONE 0800 038 7800 


SOUTHAMPTON ABLEWORLD 


42-46 Portsmouth Road, Woolston 
Southampton, SOI9 9AD 
Email: info@ableworldsouthampton.co.uk 

T: (02380) 440000 

Open 7 days a week 

To see more stores , please visit: 

www. ableworld. co. uk 

Opposite the Bus Station 


Scout Boot Scooter 

Max Range: 
upto 10 miles 
Max Speed: 4 mph 
Max User Weight: 
20 stone 


X Fold Rollator 


ST1 Boot Scooter 

Max Range: 

6 miles 

Max Speed: 4 mph 
Max User Weight: 
18 stone 


Stairlifts 

24 Hour Callout Service 

We have people on the phone 
24 hours a day, seven days a week 
plus overnight and 
weekend engineering support 
Often Fitted Next Day 


FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION SURVEY 


STRAIGHT RECONDITIONED 
STAIRLIFTS: 


STRAIGHT NEW 
STAIRLIFTS: 


Langley Riser Recliner Chair 

Ergonomically contoured 
seat and waterfall back 
for comfort 
Independent leg rest 
and recline functions 
Max UserWeight:20st 


Lightweight Steel Travel Chair 

Seat Width: 19” 

Folds back for 
easy storage and 
transportation 
Max User Weight: 

18 stone 


Lightweight and 
folds in two directions 
Height adjustable 
from 32 inches 


to 37 inches 


Tabley Riser Recliner Chair 


Folds at the touch 
of a button 




CURVED NEW 
STAIRLIFTS: 


- Single Motor 

- Overall Height: 43” 

- Overall Width: 33” 

- Overall Depth: 36” 

- Max User Weight: 23st 

- Colours may vary 


Deluxe Walking Frame 


facebook.com/ twitter.com/ 

ableworld AbleworldUK 


WiWiWfablew,orldrcx«uk 


Ableworld are the main mobility retailer in the area 
approved as a Community Equipment Dispenser 


Which? 


NHS Vouchers Welcome Where Applicable 
*VAT Exempt - Ask in Store for Details 
MRP - Manufacturers Recommended Price. 

Previous Price - Sold for 28 Days in Last 6 months at our Nantwich Store 

Insurance/Warranty is arranged by Ableworld UK Ltd and provided through 
Mark Bates Ltd t/a Premier Care, Premier House, Londonthorpe Road, 
Grantham, Lines, NG31 9SN who are authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. FRN 308390. 


NOW FROM ONLY 

£2795* 


FROM ONLY 

£495* 


FROM ONLY 

£1195* 
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FOR SALE AT HAVEN WEYMOUTH 


Static Caravan • 3 Bedrooms 
Fully Fitted & Heated Ready to Move in 
Park Fees not inc. • Can be Used to Rent Out & 
No Caravan Age Limits. 

ONLY £7995 

Genuine Bargain 




The only place to find and 
have a Funeral by 
Paul Capper is at. 


Oa/j/jeM 


Independent Funeral 
Directors of Hampshire Ltd 


Eastleigh's only appointed 
Golden Charter Agent 

We are truly Independent 
and provide a personal 
and local service 

Will option available 
with your plan 


WITH EVERY FUNERAL 
PLAN TAKEN OUT £25* 
IS DONATED TO THE 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

Joseph House 

14 Bishopstoke Road 

Eastleigh 

Hampshire SO50 6AE. 

Call 023 80612 444 

info@cappersindependent 

funerals.co.uk 


Golden Charter 

Funeral Plans 


>r 


Golden Charter 
is Proud to 
Support 


THE ROYAL BRITISH 

LEGION 




* £25 from the sale of each funeral plan, 
identified with The Royal British Legion sticker, and where plans are not 
cancelled, will be paid to Royal British Legion Trading Limited, which 
gives its taxable profits to The Royal British Legion (Charity no. 219279) 
and Poppyscotland (Scottish Charity No. SC014096). 



LUCK sue 


FOR THE COMINGISEASON 




PolarPlastics 

PVC-u SPECIALISTS for: 

|"1 

HIM* 1*1 

• Windows • Doors 
• Conservatories • Fasoias 
• Cladding • Gutters 
Glass units • Window repairs 


• NO HARD SELL FAMILY BUSINESS 
10 YEAR INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE 


OPEN 6 DAYS-A-WEEK 
Mon to Sat 

Telephone 
023 8089 9611 

www.polarplastics.co.uk 
email: sales@polarplastics.co.uk 

10 Hoi bury Precinct, 

Holbury Drove, Holbury, 

Southampton 




Functional Benefits 


Emotional Benefits 

C3 

© 

G> 


<©> 

© d© 

Greater 

chewing 

Improved 

aesthetics 

improved 

speech 

Greater 

comfort 

less bone 

esotpUon 

Improved 

confidence 



The Top S reasons why people choose Some 

D.iy Teeth from Solutions Dental Clink 

1. FASTI Get a full arch of natural-looking teeth 
plus dental implants fitted in just one day 

2. COMFORTABLE! Because Same Day Teeth 
are fixed in place, they don't shift about while 
you're eating or talking. 

3. NATURAL-LOOKING! Your new teeth will luok 
very lifelike, and support your lips and cheeks to 
help your fare look more youthful 

4. ENJOYABLE! You ran choose the foods you 
may have been avoiding - bite and chew 
naturally 

5. EXPERT! The Solutions Dental Clinic team 
are highly experienced in the Same Day Teeth 
techniques, and we'll design a treatment plan 
that’s tailored to your needs, including sedation 
dentistry if you wish 


Sedation dentistry 

Many patients are nervous or even plrobic about 
going to the dentist. Solutions Dental Clinic 
has a different attitude and we aim to put you 
completely at your ease. We also offer sedation 
dentistry which provides a variety of sedation 
and anaesthesia options to ensure you can be 
completely relaxed. 

0% finance 

Solutions Dental Clime can help you spread the 
cost of your investment in your new smile, 
thanks to our partnership with Finance 4 Patients, 
the experienced dental finance company 
(subject to status). 


SAME DAY TEETH 


Why not join us on one of our discovery days? <b> appointment only) 

Thursday 24th August Consultations are FREE! 







i/’' 


<*)<* 


LOUNGE 


Tel: 023 8071 0888 Web: www.corianderlounge.com 
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RESULTS 


SATURDAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES 



Premier League 


Brighton. 

.L 

Man City.... 

.L 

HTL-L 

Chelsea. 

.2 

Burnley. 

.3 

Morata 69 

Luiz 88 

HT 0-3 

Crystal P. 

.0 

Huddersfld 

Vokes 24,43 
Ward 39 
Att 41,616 

.3 

HT 0-2 

Everton. 

.1 

Stoke. 

Ward 23 og 
Mounie 26,78 
Att 25,448 

.0 

Rooney 45 

HT 1-0 

SAINTS. 

.0 

Swansea.... 

Att 39,045 

.0 

HT 0-0 

Watford. 

.3 

Livemool 

Att 31,447 

.3 

Okaka 8 
Doucoure 32 
Britos 90 

HT 2-1 

W.B.A. 

.1 

Mane 29 
Firmino 55 pen 
Salah 57 
Att 20,407 

AFC Bournemouth....0 


Huddersfld 

Arsenal 

Burnley 

Everton 

W.B.A. 

Liverpool 

Watford 

SAINTS 

Swansea 

Brighton 

Man City 

Man Utd 

Newcastle 

Tottenham 

West Ham 


PWDLFA WDLFAPt 


0 0 0 0 0 

1 0 0 4 3 

1 0 0 0 0 0 

110 0 10 

110 0 1 0 

1 0 0 0 0 0 

10 10 3 3 

10 10 0 0 

1 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

1 0 0 0 0 0 

Chelsea 10 0 1 2 3 

Bournemouth 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Stoke 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Crystal P 10 0 1 0 3 


0 0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 0 0 3 
0 1 0 3 3 1 
0 0 0 0 0 1 


0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 


0 0 0 0 0 0 


0 0 0 0 0 0 


SkyBet Championship 


Barnsley.1 

Bradshaw 15 
HT 1-0 

Birminghm.2 

Gardner 30 
Maghoma 74 
HT 1-1 

Brentford.3 

Egan 38 
Bjelland 79 
Maupay 90 
HT 1-2 

Cardiff.3 

Mendez-Laing 21,71 
Hoilett 60 
HT 1-0 

Derby Cty.0 


Kelly 61 
HT 0-0 

Sheff Wed... 

Winnall 48 
HT 0-1 


Cardiff 

Wolves 

Nottm For 

Ipswich 

Hull 

Q.P.R. 

Leeds Utd 

Preston 

Bristol C 

Sheff Utd 

Birminghm 

Fulham 

Norwich 

Sunderlnd 

Bolton 

Millwall 

Sheff Wed 

Derby Cty 

Reading 

A. Villa 

Middlesbro 

Brentford 

Barnsley 


Ipswich.2 

McGoldrick 53 
Waghorn 70 
Att 12,009 

Bristol C.1 

Reid 1 

Att 21,269 

Nottm For.4 

Bouchalakis 41,47 
Murphy 43 
Dowell 83 
Att 10,169 

A. Villa.0 

Att 23,899 

Wolves.2 

Douglas 32 
Ivan Cavaleiro 76 
Att 27,757 

4 Burton Albion.1 

Irvine 33 


Preston North End ....0 

Att 32,880 

Sheff Utd.L 

Bolton.1 

Morais 62 

Fulham.1 

Piazon 83 
Att 17,398 

Q.P.R.1 

Mackie 23 
Att 25,537 

HOME AWAY 

PWDLFA WDLFAPt 


Hernandez 7,54,68 
Grosicki 51 

HT 1-1 

Leeds Utd. 

.0 

HT 0-0 


Middlesbro. 

.L 

HTL-L 


Millwall. 

.1 

Saville 49 


HT 0-0 


Reading. 

.1 


2 1 0 0 3 0 
2 10 0 1 0 
2 10 0 10 
2 10 0 10 
2 1 0 0 4 1 
2 1 0 0 2 0 
2 0 1 0 0 0 
2 10 0 10 
2 1 0 0 3 1 
110 0 10 
2 1 0 0 2 1 
2 0 10 1 1 
1 0 0 0 0 0 
10 10 1 1 
2 0 0 1 2 3 


2 0 0 1 0 2 


1 0 0 0 0 0 

2 0 0 1 3 4 


1 0 0 


0 6 


1 0 0 4 3 6 


0 1 0 0 0 4 
0 0 112 3 
0 0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 10 13 
0 10 112 


0 0 0 0 0 


0 10 11 
0 0 10 2 


Bristol R.1 

Gaffney 85 
HT 0-1 

Gillingham.0 

HT 0-1 

Northmptn.0 

HT 0-0 

Oxford Utd.3 

Thomas 47 
Novillo 82 
Ruffels 90 
HT 0-0 

Plymouth.2 

Jervis 53,87 
HT 0-0 

Rochdale.1 

Davies 55 
HT 0-0 

Rotherham.5 

Moore 15,16,45 
Newell 23 
Williams 59 
HT 4-0 

Walsall.2 

Edwards 53 
Oztumer 90 
HT 0-1 

HOME 

P W D L F A 

Oxford Utd 2 1 0 0 3 0 

Peterboro 2 1 0 0 2 1 

Fleetwood Tn 2 1 0 0 2 0 

Bradford 2 1 0 0 2 1 

Shrewsbry 2 10 0 1 0 

Doncaster 2 0 1 0 0 0 

Rotherham 2 1 0 0 5 0 

Plymouth 2 1 0 0 2 0 

Bury 110 0 1 0 

Wigan 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Blackpool 2 10 0 1 0 

Walsall 2 1 0 0 2 1 

POMPEY 210020 
Charlton 2 10 0 1 0 

Southend 2 1 0 0 2 1 

Scunthorpe 2 0 10 1 1 

Wimbledon 2 0 0 1 0 1 

Gillingham 2 0 0 1 0 1 

Rochdale 2 0 10 1 1 

M K Dons 2 0 0 1 0 1 

Northmptn 2 0 0 1 0 1 

Blackburn 2 0 0 1 1 3 

Oldham 2 0 0 1 0 2 

Bristol R 2 0 0 1 1 4 


Peterboro.4 

Marriott 6,55,90 
Taylor 78 
Att 9,758 

Bradford.1 

Poleon 19 
Att 5,267 

Fleetwood Town.1 

Cole 75 
Att 5,124 

POMPEY.0 

Att 9,510 

Charlton.0 

Att 11,178 

Scunthorpe.1 

Holmes 63 
Att 3,218 

Southend.0 

Att 8,004 

Oldham.1 

McLaughlin 32 
Att 4,419 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 


1 


SkyBet League Two 


Barnet. 

J Taylor 90 

HT 0-0 

Cambridge 

. 1 

1 

Luton. 

Carlisle 

.0 

2 

Elito 14 pen 

HT 1-2 

Cheltnham. 

.1 

Crawley. 

Lambe 8 
Parkes 39 
Att 4,102 

.0 

Eisa 38 

HT 1-0 

Colchester. 

. 1 

Stevenaae 

Att 2,834 

1 

Mandron 65 

HT 0-0 

Crewe. 

. 1 

Newton 51 
Att 3,330 

Newport County.1 

Dagnall 18 

HT 1-1 

Grimsby. 

.0 

Coventry. 

Nouble 13 
Att 3,400 

.2 

HT 0-0 

Lincoln City. 

.1 

Morecambe 

McNulty 62 
Grimmer 75 
Att 6,767 

.1 

Green 70 

HT 0-0 

Mansfield. 

.2 

Forest Grn.. 

Wildig 53 
Att 8,060 

. 0 

Rose 52 

Anderson 57 

HT 0-0 

Notts Cnty. 

.2 

Chesterfld.. 

Att 3,826 

. 0 

Grant 60,90 

HT 0-0 

Port Vale. 

.2 

Wycombe... 

Att 7,021 

.3 

Turner 88 

Whitfield 90 

HT 0-3 

Swindon. 

.1 

Exeter. 

Akinfenwa 2,25 
Cowan-Hall 12 
Att 4,909 

.1 

Woolery 56 

HT 0-1 

Yeovil. 

.3 

Acc Stanley 

McAlinden 28 
Att 7,795 

.2 


Olomola 27,40 
Zoko 38 
HT 3-1 


Wycombe 

Barnet 

Morecambe 

Swindon 


2 1 0 0 3 0 
2 1 0 0 2 0 
2 0 1 0 2 2 
2 10 0 10 
2 1 0 0 2 1 


Burton Albion 2 0 0 1 

10 1 0 0 1 

1 4 0 

Acc Stanley 
Port Vale 
Carlisle 
Grimsby 

SkyBet League One 


AFC Wimbledon. 

HT 0-1 

Blackburn 

.0 Shrewsbry.... 

1 Doncaster 

.1 

Rodman 8 
Att 3,981 

3 

Cheltnham 
Notts Cnty 
Yeovil 

Newport Co 
Stevenage 
Crewe 
Lincoln City 
Colchester 
Forest Grn 
Cambridge 
Crawley 

Samuel 87 

HT 0-0 

Blackpool. 

Marquis 46 
Coppinger 67 pen 
May 82 

Att 12,223 

1 M K Dons 0 

Longstaff 6 




2 1 0 0 8 2 

2 1 0 0 3 1 

2 0 0 1 2 3 

2 0 0 1 1 2 


2 1 0 0 2 0 

2 1 0 0 3 2 

2 0 0 0 0 0 

2 0 1 0 3 3 

2 0 2 0 3 3 

2 0 10 1 1 

2 0 10 1 1 

2 0 1 0 2 2 


Ladbrokes Scottish Prem 


0 6 


10 0 10 6 


0 0 0 0 0 3 


0 0 1 0 3 3 


0 1 0 0 0 1 
0 0 1 0 2 1 
0 0 10 10 


0 0 112 0 


W D L F A Pt 

1 0 0 2 0 6 


1 0 0 3 2 4 

0 1 0 2 2 4 


0 0 1 2 3 3 
1 0 0 3 1 3 
1 0 0 2 1 3 


0 0 1 0 3 3 
0 0 1 2 8 3 
0 2 0 4 4 2 


0 0 0 0 0 2 


0 0 1 0 2 1 


Hamilton.3 

MacKinnon 24 
Boyd 36 
Imrie 85 pen 
HT 2-0 

Kilmarnock.0 

HT 0-1 

Rangers.2 

Morelos 3 
Tavernier 81 

HT 1-2 

Ross Cnty.1 

Curran 2 
HT 1-1 

St Johnstn.4 

MacLean 8 
O’Halloran 18,74 
Davidson 90 
HT 2-1 

HOME 

PWDLFA 
St Johnstn 2 1 0 0 4 1 

Celtic 2 1 0 0 4 1 

Hibernian 2 1 0 0 3 1 

Aberdeen 2 1 0 0 2 0 

Hamilton 2 1 0 0 3 0 

Rangers 2 0 0 1 2 3 

Ross Cnty 2 0 0 1 1 2 

Hearts 2 0 0 0 0 0 

Kilmarnock 2 0 0 2 1 3 

Partick 2 0 0 1 0 1 

Motherwell 2 0 0 1 1 2 

Dundee 2001 1 2 


Dundee.0 

Att 1,694 

Hearts.1 

Goncalves 6 
Att 5,076 

Hibernian.3 

S Murray 21 
Tavernier 39 og 
Slivka 65 
Att 49,636 

Aberdeen.2 

Reynolds 23 
Logan 71 
Att 5,965 

Motherwell.1 

Rose 28 


1 0 0 2 1 6 

10 0 10 6 
1 0 0 3 2 6 

1 0 0 2 1 6 

0 0 1 0 2 3 

1 0 0 2 1 3 

1 0 0 2 1 3 

10 12 4 3 

0 0 0 0 0 0 


0 0 1 0 3 0 


Ladbrokes Scottish Ch’ship 


Brechin. 

Orsi 54 
Graham 61 
HT 0-2 

Dundee Utd. 

McDonald 18 
Fraser 68 
HT 1-1 

Dunfrmline. 

Smith 2 
Ashcroft 14 
Cardie 41,90 
Hopkirk 67 
HT 3-1 

Falkirk. 

Hippolyte 24 pen 
HT 1-1 

Morton. 

Tidser 26 pen,50 pen 
McHugh 72 
Murdoch 77 
HT 1-1 


Dundee Utd 2 1 

Dunfrmline 2 1 

Morton 2 1 

Queen Sth 2 1 

St Mirren 2 1 

Livingston 


2 Livingston.2 

Mackin 25 
Pitman 44 
Att 579 

2 Queen Sth.1 

Fordyce 25 

Att 5,842 

5 Inverness CT.1 

Vigurs 18 

Att 4,391 

1 Dumbarton.1 

Roy 13 
Att 3,864 

4 St Mirren.1 

Smith 41 


0 0 10 6 


Livingst 

Dumbai 


2 0 10 1 1 

larton 2 0 1 0 0 0 


0 1 0 2 2 2 


Inverness CT 2 0 0 1 0 1 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 


Airdrieonians.. 

Ryan 50 
HT 0-1 

Ayr Utd. 

Moore 34 
McDaid 37 
Crawford 81 
HT 2-0 

East Fife. 

Hurst 56 
HT 0-0 

Queen Park. 

Burns 11 
Orr 81 

HT 1-2 

Raith. 

Vaughan 43,64 
Spence 61 
HT 1-0 


...1 Arbroath.1 

Kader 33 
Att 740 

...3 Forfar.0 


Ayr Utd 

Raith 

Arbroath 

East Fife 

Albion R 

Forfar 

Stranraer 


Airdrieonians 2 0 
Alloa 2 0 1 

Queen Park 2 0 0 


2 1 0 0 3 0 


2 10 0 1 0 


0 0 5 1 6 


0 0 10 13 

1 0 0 5 2 3 


0 0 1 0 3 3 


0 0 1 0 2 0 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 


Att 3,412 Chesterfld 2 0 0 


Clyde. 

Cuddihy 33 
Osadolor 61 
HT 1-0 

Cowdenbth. 

Stirling 30 
HT 1-0 

Montrose. 

Webster 78 
HT 0-0 

Peterhead. 

McAllister 23,45 pen 
Smith 57 
HT 2-0 

Stirling A. 

D Smith 23,35 
Kavanagh 54 
R Smith 79 
HT 2-0 


2 Annan Athletic.1 

Omar 76 

1 Edinburgh City.0 

Att 341 

1 Stenhsmuir.1 

McGuigan 71 
Att 455 

3 Elgin.0 

Att 691 

4 Berwick.0 


Cowdenbth 
Clyde 
Berwick 
Stenhsmuir 2 0 0 1 


2 10 0 
2 10 0 
2 0 10 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 


Elgin 

Annan Ath 2 0 0 1 
Edinburgh City 2 0 0 1 


0 0 1 0 4 3 
0 10 111 
0 0 1 0 3 1 


Vanarama National League 


Aldershot.6 

McClure 20,74 
Reynolds 37, Kellermann 43 
Fenelon 45, Rowe 53 
HT 4-0 

Barrow.3 

Yussuf 20 
White 47,83 
HT 1-0 

Boreham W.4 

Turley 34 
Andrade 40 
Benson 44, Balanta 59 
HT 3-1 

Chester FC.0 

HT 0-0 

Dover.1 

Bird 18 
HT 1-0 

EASTLEIGH.L 

Williamson 44,45 pen 
HT 2-1 

Ebbsfleet United.3 

Clark 18 
Kedwell 28 
Drury 89 
HT 2-3 

Gateshead.3 

Higgins 19 og, Peniket 78 
Anderson 82 og 
HT 1-0 

Leyton O.2 

Mooney 60 
Boco 90 
HT 0-0 

Macclesfld.0 

HT 0-0 

Maidenhead Utd.2 

Tarpey 34,58 
HT 1-0 

Tranmere.0 

HT 0-1 

HOME 

PWDLFA 
Aldershot 3 2 0 0 9 2 

Dagenham 3 1 0 0 2 1 

Gateshead 3 2 0 0 4 C 

Leyton O 3 2 0 0 5 1 

Sutton Utd 3 1 0 0 2 C 

Dover 3 10 1 2 2 

Ebbsfleet 3 110 5 2 

EASTLEIGH 3 110 3 2 

Bromley 3 0 1 0 0 C 

Macclesfld 3 0 2 0 1 1 

Boreham W 3 1 0 1 5 2 

Barrow 3 1 1 0 3 C 

Tranmere 3 10 1 3 2 

Maidenhead 3 10 1 3 2 

AFCFylde 3 0 1 0 2 2 

Wrexham 3 0 0 1 0 1 

Woking 3 1 0 0 2 1 

Chester FC 2 0 2 0 1 1 

FC Halifax 3 0 0 1 0 2 

Hartlepool 3 0 0 1 0 1 

Torquay 3 0 1 0 0 C 

Maidstone Utd3 0 10 11 

Guiseley 3 0 1 0 2 2 

Solihull Moors2 0 0 0 0 C 


Guiseley.0 

Att 1,938 

Woking.0 

Att 1,075 

Solihull Moors.1 

Kelleher 32 

Att 319 

FC Halifax.0 

Att 2,082 

Wrexham.0 

Att 1,012 

Dagenham.L 

Whitely 13,74 pen 
Att 1,614 

AFC Fylde.3 

Jones 8 
Rowe 15 
Finley 34 
Att 1,270 

Torquay.0 

Att 756 

Maidstone Utd.0 

Att 5,085 

Bromley.0 

Att 1,281 

Hartlepool.1 

Amond 87 pen 
Att 1,491 

Sutton Utd.1 

Dundas 32 


W D L F A Pt 
1 0 0 2 0 9 
1 1 0 4 3 7 
0 0 112 6 
0 0 1 0 2 6 
10 1116 
10 0 10 6 
0 1 0 2 2 5 
0 1 0 0 0 5 


0 10 2 2 
0 0 112 
0 10 0 0 
0 10 11 


0 2 16 3 


Vanarama National Lge Sth 


...2 Albion R.5 

Marr 40 
Trouten 43 pen,76 
Shields 47,63 
Att 645 

...3 Stranraer.0 


HT 1-0 

Braintree Town.2 

Oliyide 20 
Roberts 45 
HT 2-0 

Concord Rgs.2 

Taaffe 52,90 
HT 0-0 

Gloucester.2 

Thomas 54 
Cundy 85 
HT 0-1 

Hampton & Richmond.... 1 

Kretzschmar 41 
HT 1-0 

Havant and W.0 

HT 0-0 

Hungerford Town.0 


HT 0-0 

Poole Town. 

Devlin 33 
Bell-Baggie 47 
HT 1-2 

St Albans. 

Merson 16 

Murrell-Williamson 74 
Walker 88 


Chelmsford.2 

Oyenuga 51 
Barnard 75 pen 
Att 493 

Chippenham.0 


Truro City... 


.2 

Keats 84 
Yetton 87 

Wealdstone.2 

Benyon 43,70 


Eastbourne Borough 1 

Pinney 51 pen 


H Hempstead.2 


HT 1- 

Welling U. 

Coyle 11 
Goldberg 14 
Healy 72 
HT 2-2 

Whitehawk... 


Sheringham 66 
Att 235 

East Thurrock.3 

Harris 41 
Agyemang 44,54 
Att 350 

Weston-S-Mare.1 

Grubb 23 pen 


Att 497 

Bognor Regis Town ..3 

Muitt 9 
Barnes 22 og 
Pearce 70 
Att 511 

Oxford C.3 

Paterson 6 pen 
Hirst 20 
Fleet 28 
Att 208 


POOLS 


i- w n xt 


O -i- CM 00 


NON LEAGUE 
FOOTBALL 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 

Bath City 1 Chelmsford City 2 
Braintree 2 Chippenham Town 0 
Concord Rangers 2 Truro 2 
Gloucester City 2 Wealdstone 2 
Hampton & Richmond 2 Eastbourne 
Borough 1 

Havant & Waterlooville 0 Dartford 0 
Hungerford Town 0 Hemel Hempstead 
Town 2 

Poole Town 2 East Thurrock United 3 
St Albans City 3 Weston-Super-Mare 1 
Welling 3 Bognor Regis Town 3 
Whiteheawk 0 Oxford City 3 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 

Premier Division 

Banbury United 5 Dorchester Town 1 
Basingstoke Town 1 Frame Town 3 
Biggleswade Town 0 Chesham United 3 
King's Lynn Town 2 Gosport Borough 0 
Kings Langley 3 Hereford 3 
Merthyr Town 0 Hitchin Town 0 
Redditch United 5 Dunstable Town 0 
Royston Town 1 Stratford Town 2 
Slough Town 1 Kettering Town 2 
St Neots Town 0 Farnborough 1 
Tiverton Town 2 Bishop's Stortford 1 
Weymouth 0 St Ives Town 1 
EVO-STIK EAST 
AFC Dunstable 4 Fleet Town 0 
AFC Rushden & Diamonds 2 Hanwell 
Town 0 

Alreslesly Town 0 Marlow 1 
Aylesbury United 1 Beaconsfield Town 4 
Cambridge City 1 Ashford Town 2 
Chalfont St Peter 1 Thame United 2 
Egham Town 0 Barton Rovers 3 
Hartley Wintney 2 Northwood 0 
Hayes & Yeading United 1 Aylesbury 1 
Moneyfields 2 Kempston Rovers 1 
Uxbridge 3 Bedford Town 1 
EVO-STIK WEST 

AFC Totton 3 Barnstaple Town 1 
Bideford 1 Didcot Town 0 
Cinderford Town 1 Swindon Supermarine 1 
Cirencester Town 0 Taunton Town 2 
Kidlington 2 Yate Town 2 
Larkhall Athletic 2 Evesham United 2 
Mangotsfield United 0 Salisbury 5 
North Leigh 2 Bristol Manor Farm 5 
Paulton Rovers 1 Slimbridge 2 
Shortwood United 2 Winchester City 4 
Wimborne Town 3 Bishops Cleeve 1 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Hampshire Senior Cup 
Northerners AC 1 Bashley 2 
Premier Division 

AFC Portchester 3 Team Solent 0 
Alresford Town 2 Brockenhurst 5 
Andover Town 3 Sholing 1 
Baffins Milton Rovers 3 Fareham Town 2 
Cowes Sports 1 Portland United 1 
Hamble Club 4 Bemerton HH 2 
Hamworthy United 4 Newport loW 1 
Horndean 3 Bournemouth 0 
Petersfield Town 4 Amesbury Town 1 
Shaftesbury 0 Lymington Town 1 
Division 1 

AFC Stoneham 4 Weymouth Res 3 
Alton 8 Ringwood Town 4 
Hythe & Dibden 2 Tadley Calleva 5 
Laverstock & Ford 4 Romsey Town 1 
New Milton Town 6 Folland Sports 1 
Verwood Town 4 East Cowes Vies 0 
Whitchurch United 2 Christchurch 2 
NEW FOREST CARE HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 
Premier Division 
Clanfield 3 Bush Hill 3 
Hayling United 2 Colden Common 3 
Infinity 4 Overton United 1 
Liphook United 7 Hedge End Rangers 1 
Paulsgrove 2 Winchester Castle 1 
QK Southampton 1 Locks Heath 0 
Stockbridge 5 Fleetlands First 4 
Sway 1 Liss Athletic 5 
Division 1 

AFC Petersfield 0 Lyndhurst 6 
Netley Central Sports 2 Four Marks 2 
South Wonston Swifts 2 Headly United 1 
Upham 9 Michelmersh & Timsbury 0 
Combination 

Bush Hill 4 Liphook United 0 
Fleetlands 8 Headley United 0 
Overton United 3 Clanfield 1 
Winchester Castle 3 QK Southampton 1 
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